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TO  THE  PEOPLE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 


Fkllow-Citizen9, 

If  any  thing  could  add  to  the  reproach,  which  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States  lias  drawn  upon  itself,  by  the  re- 
jection of  Martin  Van  Buren,  it  is  found  in  the  eager 
haste  with  which  the  false  pretences,  and  unfounded  asper- 
sions, alleged  in  vindication  of  that  act,  have  been  put  before 
the  world.  The  misguided  and  misjudging  Senators,  aided 
by  their  devoted  partizansand  subservient  presses,  have  pour- 
ed forth  this  flood  of  calumny  into  every  quarter  of  the  Union, 
and  every  exertion  has  been  made  to  disseminate  their  slan- 
ders. Glorying  in  their  deed,  these  monopolizers  of  "  all 
the  decency,  all  the  talents,  all  the  patriotism,  and  all  the  ho- 
nor" of  this  extended  Republic,  have  published  myriads  of 
copies  of  speeches  said  to  have  been  delivered  by  the  "rebu- 
king" Senators,  unaccompanied,  in  almost  every  instance 
by  any  of  the  conclusive  answers  to  their  unfounded  accu- 
sations. This  has  been  done,  too,  under  the  solemn  asseve- 
ration that  they  were  actuated  by  pure  and  patriotic  motives 
•and  were  in  the  performance  of  a  "  painful,  most  painful," 
duty. 

These  remarks  are  addressed  to  the  honest  and  indepen- 
dent of  every  calling  and  of  every  party,  in  defence  of  one  un- 
justly assailed.  They  are  intended  to  be  an  antidote  to  a  poi- 
son distilled  through  every  channel  by  which  corruption  en- 
deavors to  make  its  way  to  honest  hearts  and  sound  heads. — 
They  are  directed  against  a  course,  flagrantly  unjust  under 
any  circumstances,  and  wantonly  wicked  under  those  now 
presented  to  the  public  eye  in  the  form  and  under  the  guise 
of  truth.  The  motives  are  to  defend  the  absent — to  protect 
the  right — to  stigmatize  the  wrong — to  temper  the  shield  of 
truth — to  blunt  the  shaft  of  calumny.  No  other  apology  is 
offered — none  will  be  required  by  you  from  that  portion  of 
your  countrymen  who  have  deemed  this  publication  essen- 
tial to  a  proper  understanding  of  a  proceeding  without  paral- 
lel, an  outrage  alike  upon  a  President  venerated  for  bis  pa- 
triotism and  services,  and  a  Minister  distinguished  for  his  in- 
tegrity and  talents. 

The  proceedings  in  this  State,  in  every  village  and  hamlet 
have  been  echoed  to  the  remotest  bounds  of  the  Union  ;  it  is 
peculiarly  proper  therefore,  that  the  immediate  fellow  citizens 
of  the  injured  individual,  should  give  to  the  world  the  evi- 
dence of  his  deservedly  high  standing  with  those  who  know- 
him  best.  This  object  can  only  be  attained  through  a  medi- 
um like  the  present.  The  early  history  of  Martin  Van 
Buren — his  rapid  rise  to  popular  favor — the  many  and  high 
marks  of  public  confidence  he  has  received,  are  all  ably  and 
eloquently  set  forth  in  the  accompanying  addresses.  The 
esteem  in  which  he  is  held  in  the  great  cities  of  his  native 
State,  will  appear  by  the  proceedings  at  their  respective  pub- 
lic meetings.  This  publication  is  necessarily  limited  to  these 
proceedings,  and  the  defence  made  for  him  by  honorable  Se- 
nators. An  attempt  to  present  the  proceedings  of  even  all  the 
county  meetings  of  this  State,  much  more  those  of  the  count- 
less meetings  in  other  states,  expressive  of  their  indignation 


at  the  course  of  the  Senate,  would  be  a  work  of  luWr  and 
expense  beyond  what  can  be  necessary  for  his  triumphant 
vindication.  Enough  is  here  presented  for  a  sufficient  un- 
derstanding of  the  unworthy  motives  which  have  been  resor- 
ted to  by  men  hitherto  supposed  to  entertain  some  respect  for 
their  stations,  how  little  soever  they  may  have  had  for  them 
selves,  or  the  people  by  whom  they  were  placed  in  power. 
All  that  is  desired  for  these  proceedings  and  speeches,  is  a 
patient  and  careful  perusal.  The  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren 
challenge  the  severest  scrutiny  into  every  act  of  his  publio 
life.  They  say  for  him  as  he  would  say  for  himself,  were 
he  now  amongst  us — 

"  Strike,  but  hear." 


The  foregoing  remarks  were  penned,  and  the  selection  of 
the  proceedings  and  speeches  made,  with  the  view  of  show- 
ing that,  so  far  as  the  reasons  assigned  for  the  act  of  the  Se- 
nate, and  the  pretences  for  that  act  could  be  judged  by  unbi- 
assed men,  they  had  been  demonstrated  to  be  utterly  baseless. 
Since  those  remarks  were  ordered  to  be  printed,  a  correspon- 
dence between  the  President  and  the  Republican  members  of 
the  New- York  Legislature,  has  been  received  and  is  sub- 
joined. The  letter  of  the  President  completely  deprives  the 
condemning  Senators  of  every  ground  on  which  they  have 
sought  to  defend  their  conduct,  as  the  President  manfully  and 
rightly  claims  for  himself,  the  equity  of  his  difference  with 
Mr.  Calhoun— the  firmness  of  dissolving  his  Cabinet— the 
righteousness  of  having  dismissed  corrupt  men  from  office 
— the  statesmanship  of  having  directed  the  instructions  to  Mr. 
McLane— and  the  patriotism  of  the  whole.  Thus  assuming 
the  entire  responsibility  of  all  official  acts  connected  with  the 
negotiations  with  Great  Britain,  the  President  volunteers,  in 
terms  alike  worthy  of  his  feelings  and  his  judgement,  a  high 
and  deserved  tribute  to  Mr.  VanBuren's  public  and  private 
worth,  and  boldly  says,  at  the  hazard  of  the  exhibition  of 
new  hostility  by  the  Senate,  but  in  a  noble  reliance  on  the 
people,  to  whom  alone  he  looks  for  the  only  reward  a  patriot 
can  ask — "In  all  this,  gentlemen,  I  have  the  approbation  of 
my  judgment  and  my  conscience."  He  appeals  in  a  strain  of 
confidence,  equalled  only  by  its  sincerity,  and  the  long  life  of 
public  service  which  authorise  it,  to  all  who  have  known  his 
history,  whether  they  believe  that  he  would  tarnish  the  ho- 
nor or  sully  the  glory  of  the  American  name,  and  well  may 
he  exclaim — 

"I  feel,  gentleman,  that  I  am  incapable  of  tarnishing  the 
pride  or  dignity  of  that  country,  whose  glory,  both  in  the  field 
and  in  the  civil  administration,  it  has  been  my  object  to  ele- 
vate :  and  I  feel  assured  that  the  exalted  attitude  which  the 
American  people  maintain  abroad,  and  the  prosperity  with 
which  they  are  blessed  at  home,  fully  attest  that  their  ho 
nor  andhappiness  have  been  unsullied  in  my  hands." 

Comment  on  sentiments  like  these  is  unnecessary.  The 
will  meet  with  a  response  in  every  American  breast,  and  wi 
add  to  and  strengthen  the  deep  rooted  popularity  of  him  wt 
emphatically  is,  the  "  MAN  OF  THE  PEOPLE." 


From  the  .\ev  York  Standard  of  January  31st,  1832. 
GREAT    MEET1M       vi     TAMMAHl      11  VI. I.. 

At  a  larje  and  respectable  Meeting  of  the  Democratic  Re- 
publicans of  the  city  of  New  Fefk,  UHivaped  by  public  no- 
tice at  Tammany    Hall,  on  Monday  the  Wife  January,    1932 

ABM.  BLOODGOOD,  Esq.  was  called  to  the  Chan  and, 

Alex.  M.  Mini  and    )    wert  a.,,JOmtca  Secretaries. 
Henrv  Hone,  S 

The  object  of  the  meeting  wan  eloquently  stated  by  F.  B. 
Cutting  and   Myer  Moses,   Esqrs. — and   as  the  room*  w  re 
found  to  be  entirely  :oo  small  to  contain  the  immense  a- 
bUige,  it  was,  on  motion, 

/,•      'red,  Tlrntn  Ciiiin.iiirre  of  fourteen,  one  bom  osjefa 

Ward,  !*•  appointed  by  the  Chair  to  draft  Eleaolutioi 

Bive  |  i  meeting  on  the  rejection  of  the  ll«  IN 

MARTIN   \  \\   Bl  KIN.    u   M    iater  to  England,  by  the 
Senate  of  the  United  States. 

W    eraupon,    the  following  gentlemen  were  selected  and 
unanimously  approved  by  the  meeting: 
WARDS.  WARDS. 


D,  B.  Tallmadge, 
Gideon  I. 
John   Lane, 
John  A.  Morrill, 
I      Aries  H.  Hull, 
John  Lovett, 
T.  T.  Woodruff, 


Secretaries. 


1st.     Myer  Moses,  8th. 

2nd.    W.  P.  Hallett,  llth. 

3rd.    ElishaTibhus,  lOth. 

4th.     Montgomery  Rankin,  llth. 

JSth.     H  in     II  1 2th. 

6th.      Alex.'M.  Muir,  13th. 

■Jth.     Win.  S.  Coe,  14th. 

On   motion  the.  Chairman  was  added  to  the  Committee. 

On  motion  it  was 

Resolred,  That  this  meeting  adjourn  until  to-morrow  eve- 
ning, at  7  o'clock,  to  the  large  room  of  the  Hall,  to  hear  the 
Report  of  the  Committee,  and  that  the  proceedings  he  signed 
by  the  Chairman  and  Secretaries  and  be  published  in  all  the 
Democratic  Journals  of  this  eitv. 

ABM.  BLOODGOOD,  Chairman. 

ALEX.  V.  Ml'IR, 

HENRV  HONE, 

The  above  are  the  proceedings  which  were  last  night  car- 
ried by  acclamation,  and  no'  ling 'he  frightful  condi- 
tion of  the  streets  and  die  unpleasantness  of  the  weather, 
eveiy  room  and  avenue,  (except  the  large  room  which  had 
been  pr. •-.  ,  was  crowded  almost  to  suffocation,  and 
hundreds  could  not  obtain  an  entrance  to  the  Hall,  so  thai 
an  adjourned  meeting  was  indispensable.  The  Committee 
appointed  have  a  high  and  responsible  duty  to  perform.  Not 
only  are  the  eves  of  the  city,  but  those  of  the  state  and  union, 
will  be  upon  them.  The  tone  of  their  resolutions  will  give 
tone  and  spirit  to  the  friends  of  a  persecuted  statesman,  wnose 
only  offence  in  the  eyes  of  his  enemies— the  only  pretended 
offence  is,  that  he  accomplished  that  which  the  double  deal- 
ing of  the  previous  administrate,  n  could  not  accomplish. 

He  dared  to  be  frank  and  full  in  his  instructions  to  our  Mi- 
nister, Mr.  McLaue,  directing  him  to  treat  with  a  great  na- 
tion as  he  would  with  a  great  man,  showing,  not  by  words 
only,  but  by  a<-ts,  that  as  with  individuals  so  with  Govern- 
ments, honesty  is  the  true  poli'-y.  We  are  aware,  we  saw  it 
plainly  enough  last  night,  that  there  are  some  who  dare  not 
openly  attemK  to  resist  the  popular  voice,  vet  would  soften 
almost  to  nullification  the  terms  in  which  New- York  should 
express  bj  "f  the  insult  attempted  to  be  pot   upon  her 

by  a  partizan  Senate,  headed  by  u  gambling  candidate  for 
the  Presidentship. 

But  we  ar.'  '-ire  that  no  language  will  be  omitted  thai  shall 
express  the  in  tempi  of  N  -w-Ynrk  for  the 

malignity  of  men  misnamed  "  honorable ;"  and  their  conti- 
nued confidence  in  Martin  Van  liuren,  as  the  favorite  of  the 
President  and  the  people.  We  repeat  our  advice  of  yi 
day — let  no  half  way  cesoli/tions  be  adopted — let  no 
vol/  lnsheep'*  clothing  be  permitted  to  appear  to  night— no 
man  with  ffaw-Yoaa  and  Van  Brans  on  his  lips,  and 
Calhoun  and  NULLIFICATION  inhis  heart — but  let  the  true 
friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  rally  as  one  man,  and  speak  as 
with  one  voi<-*,  and  let  that  man  who  nominates  him  ns  Vice 
Prtxideni,  be  held,  as  he  will  be,  an  enemy  to  Mr.  Vnn  Bu- 
ren, and  th«-  best  interests  of  the  democratic  partv,  for  vie 
know  from  Mr.  Van  Buren's  most  intimate  and  confidential 
riendi,  that  hr  xrishea  that  matter  settled  by  the  great  Con- 
vention of  the  Democracy  of  the  country,'  to  he  held  nt 
Baltimore  in  May  n«xt.  He  will  not  be  throat  upon  the  Union 
hy  over  ze*lou*  friends,  nor  will  his  real  friends  suffer  him 
to  be  sacrificed  by  fix*  disguised  as  friends.  He  is  ours, 
and  means  so  to  us. 


From  the  Standard  of  Feb.  \st,  1832. 

ADJontN'D  MEETING  ATTAMMAWY  HALL. 

This  being  an  adjourned  meeting,  ABRM.  BLOOIjffbOD 
Bso.  Bgain  took  the  chair,  and  General  Mime  andH.  Hone, 
Es.|.  acted  as  Secretaries.  D.  B,  Tallmadge,  Esq.  from  the 
Committee  appointed  to  prepare  resolutions,  &c.  for  the  con- 
sideration of  th.;  meeting,  prefacing  by  a  neat  and  eloquent 
speech,  offered  the  following 

RESOLUTIONS. 

Whereas  it    is   the    inherent    right  of  the  people  of  these 

Tinted  Stales  at  all  times  to  assemble  and  fearlessly  to  tx- 

their  opinions  of  men  and  measures — 

The  democratic  citizensof  the  city  of  New  York  view  the 

rejection  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  Martin  Van 

i  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  Great  Britain,  a  fit  and 

t  subject  for  their  consideration. 
They  reven  to  the  late  administration  brought  into  power 
by  a  measure  of  traffic,  existing  by  the  voice  of  a  majority  of 
ople,  and  weak  iu  the  confidence  of  the  nation. 
They  present  the  happy  contrast  apparent  in  the  present 
administration — the  people  peculiarly  prosperous  und  happy, 
and  the  character  of  the  nation  elevated  beyond  all  pr«ce- 
dent. 

In  seeking  the  causes  of  tliese  blessings  they  find  them  in 
the  patriotism,  the  virtue  and  the  intelligence  of  the  head  of 
the  administration  and  his  confidential  advisers — among  the 
latter  pre-eminently  conspicuous  stood  Martin  Vun  Buren,  a 
citizen  alike  distinguished  for  his  services  to  his  native  stats, 
for  his  untiring  devotion  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Union, 
exemplified  upon  every  occasion,  but  especially  in  the  ele- 
vated and  responsible  office  of  Secretary  of  State. 

Actuated  by  the  purest  motives  and  influenced  alone  by  a 
desire  to  promote  the  public  welfare  and  secure  the  harmony 
of  our  National  Councils,  Martin  Van  Buren  voluntarily 
withdrew  from  this  distinguished  situation. 

The  Presideu',  strengthened  in  his  confidence  of  this  dis- 
tinguished citizen,  did  in  the  recess  of  the  Senate,  appoint 
him  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to  the  United  Kingdom  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  where  he  is  now  the  accredited  Repre- 
sentative of  these  United  States. 

It  was  reserved  for  the  present  Senate  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  exercise  of  their  high  prerogatives,  and  pending  an 
important  negotiation,  to  reject  his  nomination  ty  the  casting 
of  the  Vice  President — regardless  of  what  was  due  to 
the  feelings  of  a  majority  of  the  people,  and  of  the  injurious 
consequences  to  the  nation,  in  relation  to  the  impression  that 
their  unprecedented  course  will  have  with  all  the  powers  of 
Europe,  and  especially  that  of  Great  Britain. 

Therefor.-  Resolved',  That  the  citizens  of  New- York  in  this 
meeting  assembled,  deem  it  a  duty,  as  it  is  their  right.to  ani- 
madvert feeely  upon  the  conduct  of  the  majority  of  the  Senate 
and  to  pass  an  unqualified  expression  of  censure  upon  an  act 
growing  out  of  an  unnatural  coalition  alike  undignified  in  its 
character  and  bearing  upon  its  very  front,  a  total  disregard 
of  that  measure  of  respect  and  courtesy  due  to  the  executive 
of  these  United  States. 

Resolved,  That  John  C.  Calhoun,  Vice  President  of  the 
United  States,  and  President  of  the  Senate,  bv  giving  the  eas- 
tintr  vote  against  the  confirmation  of  Martin  Van  Buren,  de- 
parted from  the  high  dignity  of  his  station  and  was  lost  to  a 
sense  of  that  duty  which  he  owed  to  the  people,  and  which, 
under  the  peculiar  ciieumstancesof  his  relations  with  the  Ex- 
ecutive, called  for  a  different  and  far  more  liberal  course. 

Resulted,  That  John  C.  Calhoun  has  by  his  vote  alienated 
and  separated  himself  from  the  confidence  of  the  people, 
through  whose  partiality,  joined  to  the  deep  rooted  populari- 
ty of  Andrew  Jackson,  lie  was  retained  in  tne  Vice  Presiden- 
cy. 

Resolved,  That  we  view  the  vote  of  die  majority  of  the 
Senate,  touching  this  nomination,  as  an  evidence  that  perso- 
nal and  partizan  hostility  and  political  intrigue  have  usurped 
the  place  of  sound  and  impartial  judgement  on  the  merits 
and  qualifications  of  the  distinguished  individual  to  whose 
confirmation  their  advice  and  consent  were  asked  by  the  Pre- 
sident. 

Resolved,  That  the  State  of  New-York  yielding  to  no 
member  of  the  Union  in  attachment  to  the  Constitution,  can- 
not without  beinc  lost  to  its  own  consequence,  tamely  submit 
to  the  studied  indignity  offered  to  one  of  its  most  talented  and 
patriotic  citizens. 

The  meeting  was  afterwards  addressed  by  J.  G.  Seaver, 
John  I.  Mumford,  Robert  H.  Morris,  Francis  B.  Cutting  and 
John  A.  Morrill,  Esq*. — all  of  whom'spok«  in  warm  and  fer- 
vent terms  of  the  honor,  virtue,  tolpnt  and  patnotiem  of  Mak- 
tin  Van  Boss* — and  in  terms  of  reprobation  against  the 
majority  of  'he  Senate,  who.  by  rejecting  his  nomination,  in- 
tended "to  insult  not  only  the  distinguished  citizens  of  this 


Stale — but  even  the  President  himself. 

The  preamble  and  resolutions  were  then  adopted  by  accla- 
mation. 

On  motion,  it  was  resolved,  that  a  Committee  of  twenty- 
four,  to  correspond  with  the  number  of  Slates — be  appointed 
to  transmit  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting  to  Martin  V  an  Bu- 
ren,  at  London.  Whereupon  the  following  gentlemen  were 
appointed  by  the  Chairman. 

Walter  Bowse,  Elisha  Tibbits, 

Benj.  Bailey,  Eldad  Holmes, 

Saul  Alley,  Asa  Mann, 

p.  Fish,  Thos.  T.  Woodruff, 

James  Campbell,  Erastus  Barnes, 

John  Targee,  Francis  B.  Cutting, 

Gideon  Lee,  Mont'y  Rankin, 

Wm.  P.  Hallett,  Charles  H.  Hall, 

Wm.  M.  Price,  C.  W.  Lawrence, 

Saml.  A.  Talcott,  Abraham  Bloodgood, 

D.  B.  Tallm adge,  Henr  y  Hone, 

John  Lovett,  Alex.  M.  Muir. 

On  motion,  the  meeting  then  adjourned. 
The  above  proceedings  are  as  furnished  by  die  Chairman 
and  Secretaries. 

Since  the  erection  of  the  addition  to  Tammany  Hall,  the 
great  party  room,  it  is  said,  will  contain  more  than  4000  peo- 
ple, and  if  so.  more  than  4000  were  present  last  evening  to 
express  their  sentiments  in  reference  to  the  rejection  by  the 
Senate  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's  nomination.  The  resolutions 
prepared  by  the  Committee  were  read  by  Daniel  B.  Tall- 
madge, Esq.  who  reviewed  the  private  and  political  history 
of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  demonstrated  to  the  satisfaction  of 
all  present,  that  the  motives  of  the  Senate — that  their  pro- 
ceedings, were  those  of  partizans — and  that  they  stand  with- 
out excuse  to  the  nation,  for  this  unprecedented  and  unpar- 
donable insult  to  the  Minister,  the  President,  and  the  peo- 
ple. The  voice  of  this  meeting  will  be  heard  throughout 
the  Union,  and  teach  the  senatorial  intriguers,  that  Martin 
Van  Buren  is  not  to  be  "rebuked"  by  Daniel  Webster, 
nullified  by  John  C.  Calhoun,  nor  bragged  down  by  Henry 
Clay. 

From  the  Albany  Argus. 
THE  VOICE  OF  NEW  YORK. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Republican  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture of  the  State  of  New  York,  convened  in  the  Assembly 
Chamber,  on  Friday  evening,  February  3,  1832,  the  Hon. 
EDWARD  P.  LIVINGSTON,  Lieut.  Governor  and  Presi- 
dent of  the  Senate,  was  called  to  the  Chair,  and  the  Hon. 
Charles  L.  Livingston,  Speaker  of  the  Assembly,  and  the 
Hon.  Edward  Howell,  of  Steuben,  appointed  Secretaries. 

Mr.  N.  P.  Tallmadge,  of  the  Senate,  Chairman  of  the 
Committee  appointed  to  call  Legislative  Meetings,  offered  the 
following  Resolutions  on  behalf  of  the  Committee,  vtz: 

Resolved,  that  we  look  upon  the  rejection  of  the  nomina- 
tion of  MARTIN  VAN  BUREN  as  Minister  Plenipotentia- 
ry to  Great  Britain,  as  an  act  calculated  in  the  highest  de- 
gree, to  reflect  dishonor  upon  the  nation  in  the  eyes  of  foreign 
states,  and  to  degrade  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  in  the 
eyes  of  our  own  citizens  : 

That  it  is,  at  this  time,  the  more  to  be  deprecated,  as  its  ten- 
dency is  to  draw  into  doubt  and  uncertainty  with  the  Brit- 
ish government,  the  policy  of  our  own,  by  stamping  with 
condemnation  an  appointment  made  by  the  Chief  Magistrate, 
for  the  purpose  of  concluding  a  negotiation,  for  the  settlement 
of  questions  involving  principles  of  the    highest  national  im- 

fiortance;  a  negotiation,  of  which  the  failure  might  possibly 
ead  to  an  interruption  of  our  friendly  relations  with  a  pow- 
er, between  whom  and  ourselves,  it  is  of  vital  interest  to  both 
parties,  that  a  mutual  good  understanding  should  be  main- 
tained : 

That  it  is  an  indignity  offered  to  the  Chief  Magistrate  of 
the  nation,  and  an  insult  to  his  long,  devoted  and  patriotic  ser- 
vices; that  it  is  worthy  of  being  a  concluding  scene  to  the 
drama,  which  opened  by  arraigning  his  military  character 
on  the  floor  of  Congress,  and  continued  by  waging  a  vindic- 
tive warfare  against  his  late  cabinet,  and  by  invading  with 
ruthless  violence,  the  sanctuary  of  his  domestic  peace  : 

That  it  is  an  outrage  to  the  unblemished  private  character, 
eminent  talents  and  distinguished  public  services  of  the  indi- 
vidual whose  nomination  has  been  rejected  ;  carrying  with  it 
the  disheartening  moral,  that  no  purity  of  reputation  is  a 
safeguard  against  the  envy  and  malice  which  are  coustantly 
seeking  to  bring  down  to  their  own  level  in  the  scale  of  opin- 
ion, all  who  succeed,  by  disinterestedness  and  virtue,  in  rising 
above  it : 

"That  in  the  rejection  of  his  nomintion,  the  public  expecta- 
tion has  been  disappointed,  the  public  honor  tarnished,  and 
the  public  interests  put  at  hazard,  by  a  corrupt  combination 
for  political  objects. 


Resolved,  That  we  have  the  highest  confidence  in  the  in- 
tegrity, patriotism,  talents  and  virtue  of  MARTIN  VAN  BU-' 
RLN  ;  that  we  regret  his  rejection  only  in  its  relation  to  the 
public  interests,  and  in  its  tendency  to  degrade  the  character 
of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  in  the  eyes  of  the  nation, 
and  the  character  of  the  nation  in  the  eyeB  of  the  world  : — 
confident  in  the  belief  that  corrupt  condemnations,  by  what- 
ever tribunal  pronounced,  always  have  the  effect  of  elevating 
those  whom  they  arc  intended  to  destroy. 

Resolved,  That  in  turning  our  attention  from  trie  authors  of 
this  foul  disgrace,  to  the  people  of  the  state  of  New- York, 
we  recognize  the  proper  tribunal  for  reversing  this  unright- 
eous judgment;  tbat  we  have  unbounded  confidence  in  their 
intelligence,  their  virtue  and  their  justice;  and  that  we  look 
to  them  for  suitable  manifestations  of  their  abhorrence  of  the 
wanton  injury  visitedupon  an  illustrious  citizen,  and,  through 
him,  the  dishonor  visited  upon  the  country. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  nation  arc  due  to  those 
members  of  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  who,  faithful  to' 
the  public  interests  and  to  their  own  honor,  firmly,  though 
fruitlessly,  resisted  the  sacrifice  of  an  individual,  distinguish- 
ed for  public  and  private  virtues,  at  the  altar  of  personal 
hostility. 

Resolved,  That  considering  the  rejection  of  Mr.  VAN 
BUREN  as  a  blow  aimed  at  the  President  of  the  United 
States,  through  an  individual  high  in  his  confidence,  we 
deem  it  proper  on  this  occasion,  to  express  our  entire  Corifi-' 
dence  in  his  character,  talents,  and  the  principles  of  his  ad-" 
ministrasion ;  that  the  successive  attempts  to  impair  his 
standing  and  embarrass  his  public  course,  have  had  the  effect 
of  elevating  him  in  our  estimation,  and  confirming  his  claims 
to  our  respect  and  gratitude  ;  and  that  we  pledge  ourselves 
to  rally  around  and  sustain  him  against  a  combination  of  po- 
litical aspirants,  whose  success  would  be  as  disreputable  to 
the  character  of  the  country,  ahd  as  desolating  to  its  prospe- 
rity, as  his  civil  and  military  services  have  been  glorious  to 
the  one  and  invaluable  to  the  othet. 

Mr.  Tallmadge,  having  read  the  resolutions,  addressed 
the  meeting  with  great  eloquence  and  effect.  He  depicted 
the  life  and  services  of  MARTIN  VAN  BUREN— his  devo- 
tion to  the  democracy — his  career,  as  brilliant  as  it  had  been 
useful,  in  the  maintenance  of  great  constitutional  and  repub- 
lican principles — the  ardent  attachment  of  the  people  of  New- 
York  to  him  who  under  all  circumstances  had  consulted  their 
interests  and  devoted  himself  to  their  welfare — -the  eminence 
to  which,  under  the  confidence  of  a  republican  people,  he  had 
raised  himself,  without  the  adventitious  aids  of  wealth  and 
rank — the  ability  and  fidelity  with  which  he  had  discharged 
these  high  functions,  acquiring  a  just  renown  for  himself,  and 
honor  and  glory  for  his  native  state — the  envy  and  hostility 
with  which  the  aristocracy  had  pursued  him,  from  his  first 
and  humblest  efforts,  to  the  last  and  crowning  act  of  infamy 
and  malice  on  their  part  in  his  rejection  by  the  casting  vote  of 
an  aristocratic  personal  and  political  rival — the  double  blow 
which  was  thus  aimed  at  the  President  of  the  United  States, 
in  this  assault  upon  his  friend,  and  upon  a  leading  and  suc- 
cessful measure  of  his  administration,  and  at  the  State  of 
New- York,  through  a  citizen  who  has  no  superior  in  her  af- 
fections, and  for  whom,  on  this  occasion,  she  will  speak  with  a 
tone  that  will  vindicate  her  honour,  and  sustain  her  favorite 
son. 

Messrs.  EDMONDsandFosTER,  of  the  Senate,  and  Mr.  Otis 
of  the  Assembly,  also  addressed  the  meeting,  pertinently  and 
eloquently. 

The  resolutions  were  then  unanimously  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Edmonds,  it  was  resolved,  that  the  reso- 
lutions relative  to  the  rejection  of  the  nomination  of  the  Hon. 
Martin  Van  Buren  be  signed  by  the  Republican  members 
of  the  Legislature,  and  that  a  committee  be  appointed  to  transj 
rait  copies  thereof  to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  to 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  to  the  Senators  and  Representatives  of 
this  State  in  the  Congress  of  the  United  States.  Thereupon 
the  Chairman  appointed  the  Committee,  as  follows  : 

Messrs.  Tallmadge,  Armstrong,  Beardsley,   Hubbard  and 
Edmonds,  of  the   Senate ;  and  Messrs.   Livingston,  Howell 
Litchfield,  Wood,  Remer,  Ostrander,  Angel,  Hughston,  Wil- 
liamson and  Seymour,  of  the  Assembly. 
OF  THE  SENATE. 

First  District. — Stephen  Allen,  Alpheus  Sherman,  J  on* 
than  S.  Conklin,  Harman  B.  Cropsey. 

Second  District.— Saml.  Rexford,  N.  P.  Tallmadge,  Da- 
vid M.  Westcott,  Allan  Macdonald. 

Third  District.— Lewis  Eaton,  Wm.  Dietz,  Herman  L 
Quackenboss,  John  W.  Edmonds. 

Fourth  District.— John  McLean,  Jr.  Isaac  Gere,  Wm.  I. 
Dods^p,  Josiah  Fisk. 

Fifth  District.— Alvin  Bronson,  Henry  A,  Foster,  Robert 
Lansing. 


Suth  District.— John  P.  Hubbard,  Levi  Beardslev,  John 
<;   McDowell. 

ikrenth  District.  -— T  I  .  Jehiel  H.  Halsey. 

OP   1  HE    ISSEMBL1 

Albany  Co. — Wm,  Seymour,  Philip  Lennebacker,  Abijah 
C.  Disbrow. 

Cayuga  Co.  Geo  ll  BriukerbofF,  John  W.  Sawyer,  John 
I:  G         ■   Tilford. 

Columbia  Co. — Leonard  W.  Ten  Broeck,  Meduil  Butler, 
Tobias  I.  Ho      oom. 

Cortland  Co. — Andrew  Dickson   -1  ■  L  W    oda 

1 1  ■    •        .ill  Jas.  Coulter, 

/»..  -  R  I       1 1  unblin,  Michael  S. Mar- 

tin, Israel  8hadboh. 

I.  -  .  '         i        1  Vanderwarker. 

Franktln  C       -1       B.  S 

(irecnr  (  ..      -Dmnah     I  I  1 1  I  DOJ 

Herkimer  Co.— Win.  C.  Cam,  David  Thorp,  Daniel  Dy- 
femon  Co. — Wm.  II    A   .-. ■!,  Philip  Maxwell, Nathan 

Str. 

A  i        i '      9    1 1        tie. 

Leant  Co. — Andrew  w     D 

Montgomery  Co.     I'  i  rWi        s      ■  Phillips,  Jacob  1 
Armiin. 

Were- York  Co.  S  •  M  Stilwell,  Philip  E.  Milledoler, 
M  M  \|  \        Schaick,  i  '  ! .    I 

ton,  J. mi. ■-  M        in,  Judah   Hammond,    Gideon   Ostranaer, 
1  i    \  John  M'Ke       N     han  T.  Arnold. 

I         1 1     iel  Twitchell,  David  Moulton,  Lemuel 
Hough,  N  I'         l-    I     ■  B.  Miller. 

Onondaga    <         E  L  chfield,    Elijah   W.    Curtis, 

M        w    B     net,  [chabod  Ross. 

, ,- 1  ...i  /.—Isaac  R.  Van  Duzer,  Chas.  Winfield,  John 
Barker. 

<>*irego  Co. — Avery  Skinner. 

C/.'>         '       -AimiBa' Thompson,  Gilbert  Cone,  Win.  Kirby, 

Corwell. 
Putnam  Co.     Reuben  D.  Barnum. 

tr  Co. — John  C.  Kemble,  Nicholas  M.  Masters, 
Hosea  Bennett,  Henry  J.  Genet. 
Richmond  (  5b.  —Jacob  Mercereau. 
RacUand  Co.— Isaac.  I.  Blffnvelt, 
tody  Co. — Abraham  Dorn. 

— Oran  G.  Otis,  James  Brisbin,  Jr.  Ebenezer 
sCoueh. 

Laterenee  Co. — Wm.  Allen,  Edwin  Dodge. 
Schoharie   Co. — Alex.  Crookshank. 
Sent       <         R  D.  Dodge,  Erastus  Woodworth. 

Su  I         1  I  Howell,  John  M'Burney. 

ilk  Co.— John  M.  Williamson,  Saml.  L'Hommedieu, 
Jr. 

'a  Co. — Nathaniel  Smith,  Joel  Tallmadge,  Jr. 
ipkin*  Co. — Horace  Mack,  JohnJamea  Speed,  Jr. 
/     :>r  Co. — Leonard  Hardertbergh,  Heman  Landon. 
H  '  \  \nderson. 

II  Co.— Isaac  W.  Bishop. 

Wayne  Co. —  Ambrose  Salisbury,  James  Humeston. 
u    ttcheoter  Co. — Israel  H.  Watson. 
Yates  Co.  —  Aaron  Reiner. 

EDW  \KI>   1*.   LIVINGSTON,  Chairman. 
Charles   I     L, v.noston,  >  g ccretariea. 
Edward   Howell,  $ 


REMARKS  OP  ll<>\.  \.  i\  TAI.I.MAIMii:, 

In  t).,   R  u    I.  •   Meeting,  on  moving  the  adop 

i  of  tb-  resolutioi  ting  the   sentiments  of  the 

-.  of  the  Democracy      N       5       .  in  relation 
to  the  rej  ction  of  Mr.  \ 'AN  JUKKA  S  nominatia 

Mr.  p  :    The  n  -   which  I  have   had  the 

honor  la  submit  f  on  of  this  meeting,  but 

int  feelings  which  pervade  this 
whole  community.  The  rejection,  by  the  Senate  of  the  r. 
B  M  uitix  $  \s  Bl-ren,  as  Minister  Plenipotentiary  to 
OreatB  i  event  unparalleled  in  the  history  of  our 

furnmeoU     When  ret  the  news  has  reached,  the  public  in- 
i  has  been   n  Ionian is  a 

people,  who  have  pronounced,  in   'I  ■ 
terms  their  judgm  ion  upon  the  autho 

this  daring  outrage.     T  lations  of  public  i 

Lou  this  sui  ]■'••',  will  continue  to  be  made,  as  the  infor- 
mation spreadi  through  this  widely  extended  M 

ople'a  will,  we,  their 
representatives,  connot  tail  to  respond  to  the  popular  voice, 
and  to  express  our  sentiments  at  tins  unequalled  insult  offered 
to  the  h  stab  .    In  loing  this,  let  us  not  be  embar- 


rassed by  the  measured  language  in  which  they  shall  be 
conveyed.  Those  who  have  had  neither  regard  for  their 
country,  nor  respect  for  themselves,  can  claim  from  us  no 
other  language  than  that  which  is  best  suited  to  the  occasion. 
1  eople  of  this  State  and  of  this  Union  have  heretofore 

I  with  becoming  reverence  on  the  Senate  of  the  U.  S. 
they  have  viewed  it  as  the  most  dignified  body  under  the 
government.  By  its  reeent  transactions,  it  has  descended 
from  that  high  elevation.  It  is  degraded  in  the  eyes  of  the 
nation,  and  the  nation  m  the  eyes  of  the  world.  When  men 
deliberately  convert  the  Senate  chamber  into  an  arena,  and 
themselve  oe  political  gladiators,  it  is  high 

tune  the  |  eo  Is  knew  the  character  of  their  servants,  and  the 
manner  in  which  the  public  interests  are  sacrificed  to  promote 
ileir  own  private  views.  It  is  high  time  that  the  unholy 
combination  to  disgrace  or  destroy  a  distinguished  individual, 
should  In  to  public   scorn  and  detestation — and  that 

the  hypocritical  |  retenee  Of  a  nice  and  sensitive  regard  for 
the  honor  of  the  nation,  should  trr.  i  the  reul  causes  of 

the  outrage,  an  unnatural  alliance  tor  the  promution  of  per- 

i  and  political    objects. 

Who,  let  me  ask,  is  tins  distinguished 'individual  whom 

tuts  have  thus  attempted  to  disgrace  an 

II     is  well  known  to   us  all.     The  people  of  tins 

are  familiar  with  his  name,  and  with  the  services  ha 

has  rendered  to  Ins  country.     His  reputation  is  dear  to  them, 

and  thev  will   be  the  last  to  suffer  it  to  be  tarnished  by  foul 

-ions,  however   high   OF  however  low  their  origin.      He 

is  literally  one  of  the  people.  He  is  not  of  that  class,  which. 
in  the  early  Btages  of  the  government,  were  denominated 
"the  rich  and  wellborn" — an  odious  distinction,  winch  has 
been  attempted  to  be  preserved  to  the  present  day,  and  which 
has  often  been  claimed,  with  an  air  of  triumph,  on  the  part  of 
those  who  have  looked  with  a  jealous  eye  on  the  success  of 
favored  individuals  whom  the  peoj.de  have  delighted  to  honor. 
No  sir:  he  is  of  humble  origin.  He  is  the  artificer  of  his 
own  fortunes;  and  often,  m  the  course  of  his  political  career, 
has  he  been  reproached  with  the  humility  of  his  birth.  The 
pride  of  wealth  and  of  family  distinction  has  sneered  at  his 
advancement,  and  has  attempted  to  frown  into  retirement  the 
man,  whose  native  energies  rose  sujjerior  to  Iub  own  exertions. 
The  attempt  has  been  in  vain.  It  was  contrary  to  the  sj.int 
of  our  free  institutions.  In  this  country,  the  road  to  promo- 
tion, in  the  honors  of  the  government,  is  open  to  all.  Every 
individual  is  free  to  travel  it — no  efforts  of  the  aristocracy 
shall  be  suffered  to  impede  his  progress.  We  all  have  the 
deepest  interest  in  preserving  this  jirinciple  inviolate,  and  of 
cherishing  the  fair  fame  of  those  who  have,  unaided  and 
alone,  worked  their  own  way  to  distinction.  Once  suffer 
such  a  proscription,  and  the  youthful  aspirations  of  our  own 
children  may  hereafter  be  stifled  by  this  overgrown  and  over- 
bearing aristocracy.  As  we  value  the  future  welfare  and 
as  of  our  own  eons  in  life,  let  us  rally  round  the  man 
who  has  been  the  pioneer  in  the  people's  cause,  and  teach  the 
enemies  of  equal  rights,  that 

"Honor  and  shame  from  no  condition  rise; 

••  Act  well  your  part,  there  all  the  honor  lies/' 

What,    sir,    is   die   history  of   this   persecuted   atateman  ? 

When  he  attained  to  manhood,  he  was  found  engaged  in  the 

arduous  duties  of  an  honorable  profession,  and  successfully 

combatting,  with  veterans  at  the  bar,  for  those  honors  and 

distinctions  winch  are  the  results  of  unwearied  industry,  and 

and    the   rewards  of  talent  and  genius.     His 

brilliaiu  efforts  Boon  acquired  for  him  a  reputation  which 

yond  the  reach  even  of  envy,  and  advanced  him 

to  the  high  and  honorable  station  of  Attorney  Genera)  of  this 

H  icharged  the  duties  of  this  station  with  equal 
credit  to  himself  and  to  the  government  No  man  made  far- 
ther attainment!  The  late  Mr.  Henry, 
who  held  the  highest  rank  in  his  profession,  was  proud  to 
call  him  his  friend,  and  to  accord  to  him  an  equal  standing 
with  himself,  amongst  that  host  of  giant  minds  oy  which  the 
Bench  and  the  Bar  win  then  adorned. 

The  war  in    1812    between  the  United    States  and  Great 
I  Britain,  found  him  in  the  Senate  of  this  State.    It  was  here 
that  Ins  talents  shone  most  conspicuous.     Beset  by  foes  with- 
in! enemies  within,  the  country  presented  to  the  eye  of 
the  patriot  a  most  gloomy  prospect.    Unaided,  or  but  par- 
tially aided,  by  the  general  government,  we  were  called  ujiun 
rovide  the  i  repel  the  invader,  both  by  sea  and 

by  land.  The  patriotio  Tompkins  was  then  at  the  head  of 
I  and  with  an  eye  that  never  slept  and  a  zeal  that 
it..d  himself  to  the  service  of  his  country. 
.No  man  n  ndered  him  more  efficient  aid  than  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ii  ii.  In  yonder  senate  chamber,  hia  eloquence  was  often 
heard  in  favor  of  providing  means  and  of  granting  supplies 
to  cany  on  die  war — to  feed  arid  clothe  our  half  atafved  and 


half  clad  soldiery;  while  some  of  his  present  persecutors 
•were  openly  rejoicing  at  the  defeat  of  our  arms,  and  secretly 
imploring  success  on  those  of  the  enemy. 

After  the  close  of  the  war,  and  when  peace  was  once  more 
restored  to  our  distracted  country,  you  at  length  see  him  in 
the  convention  to  revise  the  Constitution.  Here  he  was  again 
surrounded  by  the  collected  wisdom  and  talent  of  the  State 
— a  constellation  of  genius,  in  which  none  appeared  more 
brilliant  than  himself.  Here  it  was,  that  lie  contended 
against  the  aristocracy  of  the  land,  in  favor  of  the  people  in 
the  extension  of  the  right  of  suffrage.  Here  it  was,  mat,  with 
others  of  the  democratic  school,  he  prevailed  over  those  who 
were  unwilling  to  entrust  more  power  to  the  people,  and  hap- 
pily established  the  principle  that  in  a  government  like  ours, 
the  people  are  capable  of  governing  themselves. 

We  next  behold  him  in  the  Senate  of  the  United  State?,  that 
dignified  body,  which  was  adorned  by  his  presence,  and 
which  has  been  degraded  in  his  absence.  Here  he  scarcely 
found  an  equal,  and  acknowledged  no  snperior.  No  man 
discussed  with  more  ability  the  important  subjects  that  came 
before  them.  With  a  thorough  knowledge  of  the  history  of 
the  government,  and  its  various  relations,  ne  grasped  all  mat- 
ters with  a  force  and  comprehension,  which  astonished,  whilst 
it  commanded  the  admiration  of  all  who  witnessed  his  giant 
efforts.  His  speech  on  the  judiciary  will  be  remembered  as 
long  as  the  judicial  department  of  the  government  shall  exist, 
ancfhis  splendid  effort  in  favor  of  the  surviving  officers  and 
soldiers  of  the  Revolution  will  not  be  forgotten  as  long  as  the 
Almighty  spares  the  honored  remnant  of  that  heroic  race,  and 
whilst  their  descendants  cherish  the  principles  of  their  im- 
mortal sires.  Here,  he  maintained  the  true  principles  of  the 
constitution,  and  the  long  established  practice  of  the  govern- 
ment, to  permit  the  President  to  choose  his  own  Cabinet — his 
confidential  advisers — and  to  select  his  own  agents — the  for- 
eign ministers — to  conduct  our  negoeiations  at  foreign  courts 
— and  to  hold  him  responsible  for  the  acts  of  the  administra- 
tion. It  was  at  this  period  that  the  nomination  of  Henry 
Clay,  by  President  Adams  came  before  the  Senate  for  their 
consideration.  Mr.  Clay  secured  Mr.  Adams'  election  as 
President,  when  the  question  came  before  the  House  of  Re- 
presentatives, of  which  Mr.  Clav  was  a  conspicuous  member. 
It  was  well  known  thronghout  the  country,  that  they  had 
been  bitter  rivals  during  the  Presidential  canvass,  and  it  will 
not  soon  be  forgotten,  that  during  this  period,  such  was  their 
bitterness  that  each  threatened  to  expose  the  other,  and  thus 
satisfy  the  people  that  neither  was  worthy  of  the  suffrage  or 
confidence  of  the  nation.  No  sooner  was  the  election  deter- 
mined/and Mr.  Adams  declared  President,  than  he  nomina- 
ted Mr.  Clay,  his  former  bitter  enemy  and  rival,  to  the  high 
and  responsible  office  of  Secretary  of  State.  It  is  not  for  me 
to  say,  that  there  was  any  thing  improper  in  this  nomination. 
But  it  was  at  the  time  publicly  alleged,  and  by  a  great  por- 
tion of  the  people  believed,  that  it  was  the  result  of  a  corrupt 
bargain  between  them.  Such  was  the  public  indignation  on 
the  subject  that  the  Senate  of  the  United  States,  and  Mr.  Van 
Buren  in  particular,  a3  the  most  prominent  member  of  it, 
would  have  been  fully  justified  by  the  people  in  rejecting  that 
nomination.  But,  true  to  the  spirit  of  the  constitution  and  the 
usage  of  the  government,  he  declined  to  interpose  objections, 
and  voted  for  the  nomination.  Mr.  Clay  is  now  a  member  of 
that  Senate,  and  is  one  of  that  desperate  triumvirate  who 
caused  Mr.  Van  Buren's  rejection  ! 

From  this  high  and  exalted  station,  rendered  still  higher 
and  more  exalted  by  his  integrity  and  his  talents,  Mr.  van 
Buren  was  called  by  the  democracy  of  New  York  to  preside, 
as  chief  magistrate  over  the  destinies  of  his  native  state." 
His  executive  career  was  short  but  brilliant.  He  rose  to  that 
eminence,  soon  after  the  setting  of  that  splendid  luminary 
that  preceded  him,  and  was  surrounded  by  the  light  that  still 
lingered  on  his  path.  None  but  talents  of  the  highest  order 
could  have  been  bronght  into  such  palpable  comparison,  with- 
out suffering  by  the  contrast.  But,  it  is  no  disparagement  to 
his  distinguished  predecessor  to  say,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren 
fully  sustained  the  high  character  of  the  station,  which  his 
genius  and  attainments  had  imparted  to  it. 

From  this  place  he  was  soon  called  by  General  Jackson, 
on  assuming  the  administration  of  rhe  general  government,  to 
the  honorable  and  responsible  office  of  Secretary  of  State. 
But  he  left  the  impress  of  his  genius  upon  our  local  institu- 
tions, and  gave  to  our  banking  system  a  safety  and  security 
which  cannot  but  be  felt  by  generations  yet  to  come.  It  was 
at  the  seat  of  the  national  government,  in  his  new  situation, 
that  he  was  destined  to  add  to  a  reputation  already  beyond 
the  reach  of  envy  or  of  rival  ambition..  He  was  now  moving 
in  a  more  extended  sphere.  He  seemed  to  grasp,  as  by  intu- 
ition, the  whole  range,  both  of  the  domestic  and  foreign  rela- 
tions 'of  the  country;  and  it  may  with  truth  be  said,  that 
from  the  days  of  Jefferson  to  the  present  time,  the  arduous 


duties  of  that  department  were  never  discharged  witJi  morfl 
distinguished  ability  than  by  him.  Our  foreign  negotiations, 
which  had  lingered  and  languished  under  the  preceding  ad- 
ministration, were  revived  and  invigorated  by  the  "master 
spirit"  which  now  directed,  under  the  guidance  of  an  upright 
and  single-minded  President,  the  affairs  of  the  nation.  That 
miserable  system  of  diplomacy,  the  offspring  of  intrigue  and 
corruption  in  foreign  courts,  now  gave  place  to  plain  and 
manly  dealing.  That  which  others  had  attempted  to  accom- 
plish by  indirection,  was  now  accomplished  by  proceeding 
directly  to  the  object  in  view.  The  claims  of  our  citizens  on 
foreign  governments. had,  before  this,  been  suffered  to  linger 
along  till  those  citizens  had  almost  relinquished,  in  despair, 
the  hope  of  ever  bringing  them  to  a  successful  termination. 
No  sooner  did  he  assume  the  direction  of  them,  than  their 
hopes  revived,  and  in  a  short  period,  they  hedthe  proud  satis- 
faction to  see  their  rights  asserted  and  their  claims  allowed 
in  a  manner  surpassing  their  most  sanguine  expectations. 
The  prompt  settlement  of  our  differences  with  Denmark  and 
Brazil  evinces  the  energy  which  had  thus  been  infused  into- 
the  State  Department.  France  too,  that  had  so  long  with- 
stood our  demands  for  redress,  for  spoliations  on  our  com- 
merce under  another  dynasty,  now  yielded  to  the  reasonable- 
ness of  our  claims,  when  presented  in  the  plain  and  simple 
garb  of  truth  and  justice.  The  amount  which  our  govern- 
ment obtained  far  exceeded  the  hopes  of  the  claimants  them- 
selves, and  far  exceeded  the  amount  at  which  our  minister  at 
the  French  court,  under  the  preceding  administration,  had: 
been  authorised  to  settle.  Under  Mr.  Van  Buren's  auspices 
too,  a  treaty  with  the  Sublime  Porte  has  been  concluded,  by 
which  our  commerce  is  extended  to  places  where  it  never 
reached  before.  The  American  flag,  which  had  been  fanned 
by  every  breeze  in  almost  every  sea,  is  now  proudly  waving 
in  ports  where  it  was  previously  unknown.  Our  vessels  now 
float  on  the  sea  of  Marmora,  and  spread  their  broad  canvass 
on  the  dark  waters  of  the  Euxine. 

Not  to  weary  you,  sir,  with  the  repetition  of  what  is  well 
known  to  all  who  hear  me,  I  pass  over  many  questions  be- 
tween us  and  foreign  governments,  which  received  the  prompt 
attention  of  the  Secretary,  and  the  President  under  whom  he- 
acted,  and  which  were  adjusted  during  his  continuance  in  of- 
fice, or  which  were  in  a  successful  train  of  adjustment. 

I  come  now,  sir,  to  our  relations  with  Great  Britain,  in  re- 
ference to  which,  his  instructions  to  Mr.  McLane,  our  late  mi- 
nister at  the  Court  of  St.  James,  have  been  called  in  question,, 
and  have  been  made  the  pretended  groundwork  for  his  rejec- 
tion. For  years,  Messrs.  Adams  and  Clay  had  been  endea- 
voring to  secure  the  trade  of  the  West  Indies  ;  but,  by  their 
over  management  and  diplomatic  arts,  they  had  utterly  failed 
to  accomplish  this  great  object,  so  important  to  the  commer- 
cial interests  of  the  country.  They  had  superciliously  refu- 
sed fair  and  honorable  propositions  from  the  British  Govern- 
ment. And  it  was  not,  until  that  government,  disgusted  with 
their  chicanery,  declined  all  farther  negotiation,  that  they 
were  compelled  to  abandon  their  vain  pretensions,  and  humbly 
ask  the  very  privileges  which  had  once  been  offered  and  de- 
clined. Our  late  minister,  Mr.  Gallatin,  was  instructed  by 
Mr.  Clay,  then  Secretary  of  State,  to  accede  to  the  former 
proposition  of  the  British  Government.  But  that  Government, 
tired  of  such  a  vacillating,  time  serving  policy,  rigidly  adhe- 
ed  to  its  former  stand,  and  would  not  even  entertain  the  nego- 
tiation. It  was  for  this,  among  other  reasons,  that  the  pre- 
ceding administration  was  hurled  from  power  by  an  indig- 
nant people,  and  Gen.  Jackson  placed  at  the  head  of  the  go- 
vernment. On  entering  upon  the  duties  of  his  office.  Mr. 
Van  Buren  forthwith  set  about  recovering  this  important 
branch  of  trade,  which  had  been  lost  by  Mr.  Clay.  With 
characteristic  frankness  he  met  the  question.  He  commen- 
ced the  negotiation  in  a  plain  business-like  manner,  as  if  he 
meant  what  he  said,  and  said  what  he  meant.  Unacquainted 
with  the  dissimulation,  and  despising  the  hypocriey,  of  courts, 
like  an  honest  farmer,  in  making  a  bargain,  he  came  right  to 
the  point.  In  respectful  and  proper  terms,  he  told  the  British 
Government  what  we  wished  and  what  we  would  do.  In  his 
instructions  to  Mr.  McLane,  he  said  it  was  necessary  to  "enter 
into  a  particular  defence  of  the  omission  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  seasonably  to  embrace  the  offer  of  the  direct 
trade  made  by  Great  Bi  itain  in  the  year  1825,  and  to  which  al- 
lusion has  so  frequently  been  made.  Whether  it  be  a  subject 
more  of  regret  or  censure,  it  ought  to  be  enough  that  the 
claims  advanced  in  justification  of  it  have  since  been  aban- 
doned by  those  who  made  them — have  received  no  sanction 
from  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and  that  they  are  not 
now  revived."  What  else  could  he  say  7  What  less  could 
he  say,  to  satisfy  that  government,  that,  when  we  were  asking 
them  to  open  a  negotiation  which  our  own  folly  had  closed, 
we  did  not  intend  again  to  trifle  with  them  as  they  had  been 
trifled  with  before '!    This  frankness  on  our  part  was  met  by 


a  corresponding  frankness  on  theirs.     Tl\e  result  is  known  to 
the  American  people.    The  country  has  iwen  vast!) 
by  the  n  -•  a  United 

(firmed  th  mem  by  which  these  benefits 

were  obtained — hai  Ifj      ,\| 

Lane,  a-  -  l     taury,  who  was  the  negotia- 

tor m  tins  matter,  with  discretionary  powers.   uro 
stm  M     \       Burn;  and  yet,  unparalleled  inju 

has  the  nomination  of  the  man,  thro 

etramentality,  and  under  whoee  direction,  tie 
secured ! 
But,  we  uie  told  the  wounded  honor  of  the  country  required 
tins  sacrifice      I  dr.  Van  Bui 

instructions,  and  mis-statement  of  facta,  are  put  forth  ■ 
munity,  as  a  justificaiion  of  this  ou'. 

upon  the  cluu  a.      It 

tunc  permitu  ■  a  detailed  history  of  tins  v. 

transaction,   I  would   tear  from  ndera  the 

"  tattered  mantle  of  hypocrisy"    that  has  been  inn 
cover  them.     They  talk  ofthe  wounded  honoi  oftl 

How  comes  it,  thai  tins  nice  sense  of  national  honor  has  jiiBt 
been  roused  ?     W]  |     In 

1S30,  a  copy  of  these  very  instructions,  about  whir': 
issRi  r  witli  the  communications  which  passed  be- 

tween Mr.  M  Lane  and  the  British  government,  was  sub- 
mitted  to  both  hi  oagresa  S  oate  then 

added  its  sanction  to  these  instructions,  by  paving  an  ant  au- 
thorising the  President  to  accept  the  "trade"  and  to  open 
ports,  pursuant  to  the  terms  .  the  instructions,  and  in 

the  manner  m  winch  they  bad  been  executed.  Why  did  not 
these  patriots  then  speak  out'.'  Why  slumber  upon  this  hu- 
miliating attempt,  •■  to  propitiate/'  in  the  language  of  Mr. 
Clay,  "the  favor  of  the  British  King"  .'     Where  then  was 


Mr.  Webster's  sense  of  "duty"'! — Why  did  he  not  then  set 
upon  these  instructions,  his  "  mark  of  disapprobation"  I  No, 
Sir,  it  is  an  after  thought — disguise  it  as  they  will,  they  can- 
not give  it  credence.  They  did  not  then  anticipate,  that  Mr. 
Van  Buren  would  retire  from  the  Department  of  State,  and 
accept  a  mission  to  that  court,  where  his  fame  had  already 
preceded  him. — They  did  not  then  anticipate  the  opportunity 
to  wreck  their  vengeance  on  a  man,  whose  only  fault  was,  the 
possession  of  talents  inferior  to  none,  and  tlie  prospect  of  pro- 
motion superior  to  all.  Regardless  alike  of  private  reputa- 
tion, and  of  public  interest,  they  have  recalled  a  minister  from 
a  foreign  court,  whose  character  is  above  reproach,  and 
whose  life  has  been  devoted  to  the  public  service — whose  mis- 
sion was  oue  of  the  most  delicate  and  responsible  nature — 
and  the  interruption  of  which  may  eventually  lead  to  the 
Daost  embarrassing  relations  between  the  two  governments.  I 
mean  the  right  if  search  and  ihe  impressment  of  seamen. 
This  claim  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  was  one  of  the  causes 
of  the  late  war.  And  although  m  that  contest,  the  national 
honor  was  sustained  both  on  the  ocean  and  the  land,  yet  this 
cause  of  diffi  as  left  unsettled  by  the  negotiators  at 

Ghent,  and  still  remains  an  open  question,  either  for  amica- 
ble adjustment,  or  for  future  controversy.  The  President,  de- 
sirous of  establishing  the  most  pacific  relations  with  Great 
Britain,  and  of  fix:  ace  of  :1ns  country  on  the  firmest 

basis,  selected  Mr.  Van  Buren  us  the  man,  ot  all  others,   tire 
best  calculated  to  effect  this  grand  object.     No  one  possessed, 
in  a  more  eminent  degree,  the  qualifications  for  sucna  pi 
No  one  knew  better  how  to  broach  so  delicate  a  subject. — 
His  negotiation,  however,  is  broken  off  by  f  the  most 

aggravated   and   wanton  character,  an  md  para- 

mount mn-rests  of  the  nation  put  m  jeopardy,  to  grati  y  the 
personal  malice  of  political  rivals. 

W  >,  let  me  ask,  are  the  leaders  of  this  crusade  against 
private  reputation  and  publ  '  They  are  men,  differ- 
ing on  other  i  pest  interest  to  the  <■<«• 
and  as  wide  asunder  as  the  poles.  On  the  other  hand  is  Mr. 
Clay,  maintaining  doctrines  in  relation  to  the  protecuon  of  do- 
.  holly  at  war  with  the  rvulltfying 
Mr.  Calhoun,  brants  for 
the  highest  office  in  the  gift  of  the  people,  are  found  "firing 
to   destroy    the    private    as  well  as-    political  standing  of  , 

whom  they  both  hate  and  fear.  Whilst  these  gentlemen  have 
thus  leagued  to  destroy  a  common  rival,  there  i«  yet  another 
party  to  the  deed,  and  of  mi  ■  ither,  who  in- 

them  all  :   1  allude  to  it 
gentleman  from  "  down  east,''  —  this  "Seconal  Daniel  that  hoe 
t  to  iudgtmenP — the  advocate  ami  apologist  of  the 
H     tferd  C         ntion :  the  violent  opponent  01  the 

and  one  of  those  who  thought  it  '-unbecoming  a  mora]  and  re- 
ligious people'1  to  celebrate  our  victories,  He  too,  is  looking 
u>  lh<  of  the  next  presidential 

icrm.     How  important  to  him  then,  that    these  rival  candi- 
dates should  be  disposed  of  ?     By  this  act,  he    I 
grace  VanBuren,  km  up  City,  and  nullify  Calhoun.     With 


l  the  two  latter,  he  has  been  successful— but  the  dir . 
e  intended  tor  the   former,  has  fallen  on    himself— and 
thus  ends  the  most  unprincipled  combination  ever  known  in 
the  history  of  this  Government. 

But,  sir,  this  stab  was  not  aimed  at  Mr.  Van  Buren  alone- 
I  .  (I  to  reach  the  President  himself,   through  one 

nfidence.  It  was  intended  to  emburuss  and  de- 
feat one  of  the  most  important  measures  of  his  administra- 
tion— a  measure,  the  success  of  which  would  have  thrown 
far  into  the  shade  the  temporising  policy  of  his  predecessor 
and  would   have  added  a  civic  wreath  to  tfiat  brow,  already 

covered  with  o  lory.    Nay,  it  did  not  stop  here.    It 

was  a  blow  aimed  at  New- York.     Yes,    sir,  at   the    "great 
State-' — tl  8  ittl  mpt  to  prostrate  the  de- 

mocracy  of  tl      a  roatrating  her  favorite  son.     Let 

us  then,  as  the  repn  esof  that  democracy,  speak  in  a 

Dot  to  be  misunderst         I.  ■    .>  voice  of  New- York 
ly  as  one  man — let  all  minor  differ- 
hushed  in  one  mighty  effort  to  sustain   her   dignity, 
and  vindicate  her  insultednonor — let  her  voia  be  heard  from 
M       B  to  L  :   let  it  echo  along  the  valley  of  the  Mis- 

sissippi and  tl.'  M  ri.  By  this  perversion  of  constitution- 
al power,  our  dearest rghtS,  nay,  our  very  liberties  are  inva- 
ded. Let  us  then  rally  round  the  standard  of  democracy,  and 
say  with  tlie  brave  Gustavus  Van, 

"  Here  will  we  take  our  stand  ! 
I  [em,  on  the  brink,  the  very  verge  of  liberty  I 
"  Although  contention  rise  upon  the  clouds, 

M  a  with  earth,  arid  roll  the  ruin  onward. 

'•  Hen  will  we  fix,  and  breast  us  to  tlie  shock." 


GREAT  PLTILIC   MEETING    IN   A  I. HA  NY. 

At  tlie  request  of  the  Democratic  Republican  General  Com- 
mittee, together  with  the  call  of  several  of  our  most  distin- 
guished fellow  citizens,  one  of  the  largest  and  most  respecta- 
ble meetings  ever  before  witnessed  in  this  city,  was  held  in 
the  new  City  Hall,  on  Saturday  evening,  the  4th  February, 
hist. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  Hox.  Natha* 
SaNFOBD,    who    nominated     the     Venerable    SIMEON     DE 

WITT,  Surveyor  General  of  this  State,  as  Chairman  of  th~ 
meeting.  Anthony  Blanchard,  Esq  nominated  John  N. 
Quackekbush,  and  Pbtbb  Wendell,  as  Secretaries  to  the 
nig. 

Samuel  Chebveb,  Esq.  briefly  and  pertinently  explained 
the  object  of  the  meeting,  and  moved  the  appointment  of  a 
Committee  of  seven,  to  prepare  and  offer  suitable  resolutions 
for  the  consideration  of  the  meeting,  whereupon  the  Chair- 
man nominated  the  following  Committee  : — B«njamin  Know- 
[saac  H.  Bogart,  Edward  Livingston,  Benj.  Van  Benthui- 
sen,  Bareut    P.  Staata  Samuel  Cheever,  Anthony  Blanchard. 

After  a  short  period,  the  committee  returned  and  reported, 
through  Mr.  Edward  Livingston,  the  following  resolutions: 

The  Republican  citizens  of  Albany,  feeling  themselves  pe- 
culiarly called  upon  to  express  their  sentiments  in  regard  to 
the  course  taken  by  the  majority  of  the  Senate  of  the  United 
on  the  nomination  of  their  fellow  citizen,  MARTIN 
VAN  BI  REN,  as  Minister  to  the  British  Court,— and  ha- 
ving considered  tlie  same,  do  -  follows  :  — 

1.  That  we  deem  the  rejection  of  that  nomination,  an  art 
unjust  to  the  individual  concerned,  injurious  to  the  best  inter- 
ests of  the  country,  and  particularly  insulting  to  the  people 
of  New- York. 

2.  That  when  we  consider  the  parsons  by  whom,  and  the 
manner  in  which  that  measure  was  accomplished,  we  cannot 
resist  the  conclusion,  that  it  was  instigated  by  a  desire  to  gra- 
tify  personal  and  political  enmity ;  to  wound  the  feelings  of 
the  President  j  to  defeat  the  general  objects  of  the  mission  to 
G  it  Britain:  and  to  impair  the  influence  of  New- York  in 
the  councils  of  tbe  nation. 

3.  Thatthe  reason  assigned  for  this  unprecedented  step,  to 
wit,  that  the  instructions  given  by  Mr.  van  Buren,  as  Secre- 
tary of  Stale,  in  relation  to  the  West  India  Trade,  were  dero- 

ry  to  the  honor  of  the  nation,  is  not,  in  the  opinion  of  this 
ing,  well  founded  in  point  of  fact,  nor  can  we  believe  that 

ited  the  real  moU'v  e  of  the  measure  referred  to. 

4.  That  after  the  full  discussion  had  upon  the  acts  and 
omissions  of  the  late  administration  in  respect  to  that  trade, 
and  in  view  of  tlie  decision  made  thereon  by  the  American 
people,  the  Secretary  of  State  was  fully  warranted  in  endea- 

le  the  United   Stales  from  the  consequences  of 
acts  and  omissions,  on  tlie  ground  assumed  by  him  in 
those  instructions. 

5.  That  in  die  judgementof  this  meeting,  it  is  more  disho- 
norable to  persist  in  erroneous  pretensions,  than  to  retract 
them:  and  that  the  frankness  which  characterised  the  in- 
structions referred  to,  was  not  only  proper  in  itself,  but  emi- 


f> 


nently  calculated  to  effect  t lie  important  ends  in  reference  to 
which  they  were  framed,  and  which  were  ultimately  secur- 
ed upon  terms  honorable  to  both  nations,  and  highly  benefi- 
cial to  ourselves. 

6.  That  our  confidence  in  the  patriotism,  integrity  and  ta- 
lents of  the  statesman  by  whose  instructions  that  result,  was 
principally  produced,  is  undiminished*;  and  that  while  we 
deeply  lament  the  national  degradation  involved  in  the  recent 
display  of  party  rancor  and  personal  hostility  towards  him, 
we  confidently  rely  on  the  intelligence  and  virtue  of  the 
American  people,  and  especially  of  the  people  of  New- York, 
for  his  defence  and  vindication. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  the  foregoing  resolutions  he  trans- 
mitted to  the  President  of  the  United  States  and  the  Hon. 
Martin  Van  Buren,  and  that  a  Committee  of  thirteen  persons 
be  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

After  which,  Adjutant  General  Dix,  James  King,  Jamas 
M'Kown,  Recorder  of  the  city,  Benjamin  F.  Butler  and  John 
L.  Viele,  addressed  the  meeting. 

The  resolutions  were  then  adopted  with  acclamation  and 
immense  cheering. 

John  I.  Burton,  Esq,  then  moved  that  a  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  transmit  copies  of  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting 
to  the  President  of  the  United  States,  and  to  the  Hon.  Martin 
Van  Buren.  Whereupon  the  Chairman  nominated  the  fol- 
lowing committee,  viz.:  Silas  Wright,  jr.  Erastus  Corning, 
Wm.  Gould,  Peter  Gansevoort,  James  King,  James  Porter, 
James  Campbell,  jr.  Samuel  S.  Fowler,  Peter  Seton  Henry, 
Alexander  Marvin,  John  I.  Burton,  Garret  Gates,  Albert 
Ryekmah. 

Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  meeting,  with  such 
sketches  of  the  addresses  as  can  be  obtained,  be  published  in 
the  Albany  Argus  and  in  pamphlets. 

Resolved,  That  these  proceedings  be  signed  by  the  Chair- 
man and  Secretaries. 

SIMEON  DE  WITT,  Chairman. 


John  N.  Quackenbush,  }  0    , 
Pkteu  Wendell,  \  bec  r>'s 


From  ths  Augusta  (Maine)  Age. 
.  The  following  proceedings  in  a  State  which  more  than  any 
other  knows  the  value  of  the  Colonial  Trade,  which  is  behind 
none  in  devotion  to  the  Union,  and  would  spurn  the  man  who 
would  compromise  the  honor  or  dignity  of  die  country,  are 
given  as  additional  proof  of  the  light  in  which  the  conduct  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren  is  viewed,  wherever  prejudice  and  political 
feeling  are  not  permitted  to  bias  the  judgment. 

THE  VOICE  OF. THE  DEMOCRACY  OF  MAINE. 

We  now  present  our  readers,  and  the  public,  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  Legislative  Convention  of  Democratic  Re- 
publicans, holden  in  this  town  [Augusta]  on  Tuesday  evening 
last.  The  proceedings  of  the  adjourned  meeting,  to  be  holden 
this  evening,  will  be  given  hereafter. 

These  proceedings  exhibit  throughout  a  most  cheering  re- 
presentation of  the  unanimity  which  pervades  the  republican 
party  at  large  in  this  State.  The  democracy  of  Maine  will 
travel  forward,  one  mind  and  one  purpose,  in  support  of  the 
great  fundamental  principles  of  republican  freedom  and 
equality,  and  in  support  of  those  men  only  who  are  devoted 
to  the  support  of  them. 

The  attachment  of  the  people  of  this  State  to  the  National 
Administration  continues  to  wax  mighty  and  to  triumph  ; 
and  amid  all  the  variety  of  combinations  which  opposition  to 
it  may  assume,  Maine  will  prove  true  to  the  old  Hero,  and 
to  all  those  who  are  true  to  his  republican  virtues,  and  with- 
out speculating  on  consequences.  Her  voice  on  the  bold  as- 
sault upon  his  administration  by  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren is  now  heard,  and  will  not  be  re-called.     In  concert  with 

her  sister  Republicans,  Maine  is  ready  to  do  her  duty she 

will  never,  we  trust,  be  tound  otherwise.  Whatever  can  be 
none  honorably,  to  repair  the  injury  inflicted  upon  the  honor 
of  the  nation,  through  the  repeated  malfeasances  of  her  mino- 
rity Senators  in  Congress,  will  be  done  with  a  free  and  good 
will.  But  we  detain  our  readers  from  the  promised  proceed- 
ings :— 

At  a  Convention  of  the  Democratic  Republican  members  of 
the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Maine,  holden  according  to 
previous  public  notice,  in  the  Representatives  Chamber^on 
Tuesday  the  21st  day  of  February  inst.  Hon.  Robert  P.  Dun- 
lap,  President  of  the  Senate,  was  called  to  the  Chair  and 
Rowland  H.  Bridgham,  of  the  Senate,  and  John  P.  Lord  of 
the  House  of  Representatives,  were  chosen  Secretaries. 

It  was  then  voted,  that  the  names  of  the  republican  mem- 
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bers  nt  the  Legislature  be  called,  and  twenty  one  Senators  and 
One  hundred  and  ten  Representatives,  being  a  majority  of 
both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  answeredto  their  names. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Megaire,  of  the  Senate, 

A  Committee  of  ten,  consisting  of  one  from  each  countv 
was  raised,  to  take  into  consideration  what  measures  should 
be  adopted  by  this  Contention,  to  secure  a  representation  of 
tl-ere.--ibhc-.il  party of this  State,  in  the  Convention  to  be 
holden  at  Baltimore  m  May  next,  for  the  purpose  of  nomina- 
ting a  candidate  for  the  ,Vice  Presidency  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  report  resolutions  expressive  of  the  sentiments  of  this 
Convention  in  relation  to  the  present  National  Administra- 
o.i;  and  Messrs  Meguire  Emerson,  Talbot  and  Smith,  of 
M'CrT  Id"!  Messrs  White,  Clifford,  Jams,  Knowhon, 
M  Ciate,  and  Steele,  of  the  House,  were  chosen 

folTowii?"!'™lttee  appomted  t0  draft  ^solutions,'  reported  the 

Resolved  That  the  unexampled  success  attending  our 
Commercial  operations,  and  die  consequent  improvement  ex 

abihtv  w,th  wLhthe  «^^dS2l2fSJ5SdSS 

the  administration  of  Andrew  Jackson-  tlmt  in  reSconfi 
dence  and  gratitude  are  due  to  him,  who  "havlnt  tilled  die 
measure  of  Lis  country's  glory,"  is  now  exerting  all  tl 
g.es  of  his  mind  to  promote  its  honor  and  prosperity,  and  thTt 
we  will  support  him  for  re-election  to  the  Preside,  cy  of  the 
United  States.  •*       ule 

Resolved,    That  there  is  in  this  state  an  active  and  nerse 
venng  minority,   who  are    attempting  to   fasten  upon  the 
country  a  system  and  policy  winch,  we  believe,  will  be  sub 
versive  of  the  public  interests,  and  ruinous  to  the  urosoer ty 
of  the  nation,  and  that  it  is  therefore,  the  imperative  duty  of 
the  friends  of  our  republican  institutions,  in  opposing  the  dan- 
gerous schemes  of  such  minority,  to  spare  nothinl  of  vigi- 
lance  and  exertion,  to  act  in  concert  in  all  public  elect  ofs 
and  to  endeavor  by  concentrated  effort  and  energy,  to  si  S 
the  honor  and  interest,  and  preserve  the  integrity  "of  die  Un  on 

Reeved,  That  we  approve  of  the  recommendation  of  the 
Republicans  of  a  sister  State,  for  a  Convention  of  D^mocm- 
tic  Republican  delegates,  to  meet  at  Baltimore,  in  May  next 

Vce^SK?  h" Ts^d^Co  '"  ^  ^ 

Plenipotentiary  to  Great  Britain,  finds  no  juSadon  or  ex- 
cuse, in  the  reasons  assigned  for  that  extraordinary  measure- 
that  it  appears  to  have  been  effected  by  a  comb.natmn  ac  to- 
under  the  impulse  of  party  prejudice^ personal  jeXCana 
disappointed  ambition,  compronutting  d.e  character  of  the 
Senate,  reflecting  disgraceupoiithegovenime.it,  jeopardiz nig 
the  interests  of  tne  country,  and  thetmicable  rlSsex^ 
mg  between  our  own  and  a  foreign  governmen  delay  nl 
the  adjustment  ot  matters  important  to  die  p  eservation  of 
peace  and  harmony  among  nations,  and  disregardm* -and set 
ting  at  defiance,  public  opinion.  6'^™«i 

Resolved,  That  the  Senators  in  Congress  from  this  State 
by  entering  into  that  combination,  have  acted  contrary  fo  the 
opinion  and  wishes  of  a  great  majority  of  the  people  of  Maine 
and  have  thereby    as  we  believe,  violated  their  duty  to Then' 

C°ReZeved'  That  no  hted  l"  Cla'm  t0  PUbllC  ^ence. 

Keoolied,  That  nothing  has  transpired  to  lessen  that  confi 
dence  in  the  wisdom  ancf  patr.otum  of  Main,  Van  Buren 
which  has  been  created  by  his  eminent  public  serv  ees.  a,  u 
especially  by  the  able,  correct,  and  efficient  par?  performed 
by  him  m  aid  of  die  President's  successful  en deW/to  restore 
Commercial  prosperity  to  the  nation.  „>„7  th*-A  re.8tVre 
of  this  Cnnrentinr,  A  •  l  ,*  '  ld  that  m  the  opinion 
•Ar,lrJrFJlTentwn>   hts  elevation  to  the    VICT    pppw 

important  branch  of  the  government  c™racter  oj  an 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thayer  of  the  Senate, 
for  the™,™    a  £onT,ttee  of  °ne  from  each  county  be  raised 
tfon   o  ir?M    °f  S£le,C,,n-  de%ates  to  attend  the  Conven- 
n™  6n  m  Ba  tun°re  in  May  next-end  the  follow- 

"tPHrn!  Wel?  anP°mted  that  Committee.     Messrs.  Thay- 
ei  and  Groton  of  the  Senate,  and  Messrs.  Shaw,  Pish,  Pierce, 
Springer,  Dyer,  Bean,  and  Robinson,  of  the  House. 
votecl^  lo  adjourn,  to  Tuesday  evening,  next. 

ROBERT  P.  DUNLAP,  Chairman, 


Rowland  H.  Bridoham,  ?  c 

John  P.  Lord,  \  Secretaries. 


io 


REMARKS  OF  OEM.  1>1X. 

V  a  meeti  blican  Citizeni  of    Ubany,  held 

l  i  to  the  rejection  of  the 

.anon  of  M  Ml  1  1  N    i 'AN  1 

M    '  I  [  do  not  mi* 

tlll'B  Ly  that  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Van  Buren 

oftheUlU       -  '  t|ttry 

:  among  ua  a  mm     • 

ofuwhgnation  on  account  of  U>e  personal  out  \        dupon 

ihatdiatinguiaW.  citize-u,  undofahame  forthevio  pit} 

of  tli  Kn  IdotJ  which 

those  whose  preju- 
dices or  hostility  are  too  powerful  fur  their  sanseof  jusi        i 
i,,;  nave  |  if  tlie  responsibility  of  op-  n- 

„, ,  •  id  fallrii  io  other  and  abler  ban         r 

I  |y,  m   the  wneral  senti 

!  nd  in  un- 

[  only  dial  1  I  by  othi  ra 

who  will  aupply  what  I  may  omit     I  ' 
-j-^jo   ■  familiar  intercourse  \*  id  M 

\       ,-  r  claim  than  myi 

toli  .and  purity  of  his  1  " 

lie  acts  anH  :'  uf  'his  State— no 

die  United  S  f  '"■ 

„Lfuliiess,canbeignoi    it      Hi 

which  were  render  I  while  he  was  Secretary  S  ,  are 
an _j  rty  uf  die  country!  and  if  it  wi 

t;lc  -af  advert 

j,,.  mni,i ,  ■•     •      e  of  their  value,  it  is  toai  B 

to  turn  aside  the  rich  current  of  benefits  which  hae   B 
from  them.     I   will  detract  from  the  just  claims  of  do 
vidual  tosaythat  Mr.  ^       B 
Qea  j  and  influential  adviser:  to  him  are 

in  no 

Bliii  with  foreign  coun- 

,untry  has  risen,  and  . 
injrto  rise  in  I  and  nothing  but  an  over- 

whelm i  ■  nority,  r 

t)i'  .linn,  COUld  1. 

him  a  com!  ination  of  political  opponents,  numb,  riugaa  many 
creeds  as  men,  differing  with  each  other  on  almost  every  lend- 
mir  qnestion  of  pul  war  with  eai  ii  othi  t  in 

ons— united  in  nothing  but  a  common  in 
verthrow  b  dangerouB  rival  in  the  confidence  of  th 

It  is  well  Itnown  that  tins  is  the  first  instance  in  the  history 

of  the  government,  in  \\  hich  the  nomination  of  a  uunisu  r  l  j 

the  President  haa  i  :en  rejected  by  the  Senate,  after  entering 

he  duties  of  his  office.     The  President  is  chargi  d  by  d  ■ 

,  %Vi:h   the  management  of   our  relations  with 

.  it  has  always  been  deen*  d  proper  that  he  , 

?d   as  the  responsible  pera  in,  have  the  Belecuon  i 

So  novel  and  extraordinary  was  this  ease,  thai    it  ! 

removal  of  the  in-  ( 
:UI)I-  j  would  exhibit  sufficient  uce  of  the 

tion  to  the  general  rule.     Sir 
:  ithasdi  .-.inch  . 

ed — nothing  which! 

ready  been  pi  "1  "n  by  the  judg 

1  •  .formed  by  pi.- 

'■■ 
-  imputations  <  outradicted  b; 
nor  of  In-  life — imputati  !  by  no  proof — 

disr 

eoun  nd  insulting,  beyond   ii 

I1IC.  tlJ  ,}.  which  they  were  addressed.    It' 

ev,.'r  „..,. ..  •   they  will  be  indignantly  resented  by  all 

Uf.^  r  may  be  their  political  predilections,  as  an  out- 

1  truth. 

the  only  n  ison,  either  of  a  public  or  private  nature, 

which   i-  Mr.  Van 

Durrn   ir  of  his  instruci  Mr.  McLane    upon 

,n  of  the  lattei  with  Or.  at  B  tion  to 

.1  I  urged 

,,,  .  cause  for 

ure;  and  it  hail  been  shown,  on  our  rid 

ind  0f  opposition   not   to  1«-  man  •  I 

.    and   in  the  hands  of  t 
moi  months ;  they  haw  been  approv 

public  jud<  .-irtually  ( 

by  u*s  ae  f,  in  the  ratifii  1  the  ana 

entered  into  bj  tbe  two  countries  in  pursuance  "'  them 
it  may  be  confidently  asserted,  that  no  imputati'     derogatory 
to  the   character  01  Mr.  Van  Brjren,  aa  a   ataiesman,  can  he 
drawn  from  them,   which  lanot  auaoeptible  of  a  triumphant 
refutation.     But  as  this  is  the  sole  grouai  jection,  it 

will  1*  proper boaftj  to  inquire  into  Ksmerits. 

There  is,  perhaps,  no  subject,  arhieh  has  excited  more  dis- 


eussiondu  'inn  our  negotiations  witf: 

,,  of  our  si.ii..uercml  intercouass 

wuh.  1  ]         ■  es.    The  unexpected  mterdicrsan 

on  the  i  iii t  of  th.it  j,.  v.er  in  the  \ear  1826,  of  all  direcl  eom- 
niunication  with  ii  to  the  subject  a  decree  of  mi- 

t'ihe  interests  at  stal 
j  Mr.   A  lama   and    Ins    political 

f11(.,„.  i  aa  a  in,  aeon  of  wan- 

ton and  unpne.  the  1  '  He  had 

gvithdiedii  I   ihat  rjegotiatkm  a*  secse- 

te  from  the  year  1911  la  I826j  its  failure  was  oal- 

culat.-.l  to  reft  lit  upon  his  talents  us  a  sjkstesmtan 

and  diplomatist,  and  to  involve  in  the  soma  reproach  the  eha- 

r  of  those  who  hal  sustained  him  and  given  countenance 

i  for  th*  m  waste 

set  up  die  im]  utation  ofl  a  the  part  of  (Jreat  Britain. 

u.ik  much  inn  review  of  the  previous  relations  of  the. 

which  w  to  produce   unfriendly 

ard  to  ti  ■  the  other.    On  our 

Cause  far  sent  thai,  on  hers.    \\ 

,i.i   ..-.o.-  cu^aged  in  angry  collisions  with  her,  in 
.  one  of  which  she  wua  i  bboi       We  ha>d  finally 

aa  which  hud. 
in  all  ihin  w.     had  done 

imiiic  a  Bpirited  and  detenu  •    The 

by  us  upon  the  iunned  -  whicli 

-     with  the  Britiah  West 
li  |    .      after  full  .  tlbn,  was  i  ot  lees 

.  to  our  justice  and  niagnaiumity,  dian  our  previous 
n  to  our  r  andfirmnesi     A  review. pf 

the  history  of  her  colonial  r<  ■  d,  diet  any  impu- 

tation to  her  of  hostility  on  tins  point  was  groundless. 

..plied  to  us  the  eami  ns  which  she  lied  applied 

to  other  a  untriea    1  ideed,  the  nature  of  the  ease  was  mob 
as  to  repel  such  an  In  the   regulation  of  their 

commercial   inti  are  guided  by  views,  often. 

narrow  and  mistaken,  of  their  own  int< 
if  her  colonial  folic  I  ten  fraiaed.with  a  view  to  impair 

,„.,    .  she  couM   only  have  reached  oui   prosperity 

■  r  wound  inflicted  on  bofown.  But  ii  appear- 
ed that  there  hod  been,  from  tbi  -  the  revolutionary 
war.  a  gradoal  course  "I  n  l&xation  of  il  e  rules,  whah  lmd 
otjvemed  our  commercial  int<  with  her  colonies.      l( 

lose  of  tliat  contest,  when  our  separation  Iron  the  tkassrs 
a„,    ,,t    th-.  at   in  .  »M«  by  a  formal 

i  our  indi  ■  .  her  attevf  n  w;is  im- 

ted  to  the  regvi  the  intercourse  between 

irated  from  her,  anil  tl    -  ■  which 
Iged  her  aover  igi  ■;  ,     In  e»  cm  -  i   ijsct, 

thecstablished  principles  of  lier  colonial  system  wi  reenforceu 
ihey  werengninai  odier  nations.     Accordingly 
B  , ,  aihamei.t    resulted    in  th*  i< .;- 

|owj,  i  srated  nrtic'.t?,  the  pro- 

diictionsof  the  United  grtates,  v  edito  be  iuipi 

mto  tl     Britiel    W       I  I    snds  in  British  Lotu 

i  S  iry  their  own  tho?e 

;  -allowed  '  .rt-d 

iu  hi  i  [  °y  proclan  hich 

v.-,.,,.         •       .   their  durutiori  to  a  sin  I 

■     v  on  the  British  km:.-. 

v  or  withliold  it.    The 

The 

(    WI    I  'ho« 

of  the  Km  •  .    Tl 

ration 
uf  the  th        tranches 
ature. 

''"  "'  -~, 

ni  which  the .  s  of  Qur  inter- 

W.    I.   island*  previously  announced 

io  a  standing  law. 

Islands  was  not 

iy  thisstatute,  but  rerin  t  to  die  same  re- 

ona.    The  effect  of  this  wi  s  to  give  perma- 

aence„  tern,  which  was, lii  varied,  or  annulled 

.,',  ,i . .  .     It  was.  hpwi  ined 

nUn(  point  by  us ;  and  the  previous,  lnaecti- 

rityofthi  was  a  subject  of  commuroci  rween 

,h;.  ■  utivebranchesofour  gt«enahent  sub- 

...  I'  -  Parliament  of  the 
1  ii  which  cave  it  o  more  fixed  ai  d  Bettled  foundation.  [&ce 
R     'ortofTl.rS  flGthDec.  1793,  and  aaimi 

Knortof«l  n,onth0    Time  will  not  al- 

low me  to  enter  ...  detail  int..  the  whols  history  of  that  inter- 
..  .  bul  i<  Wl11  npjx'ar  ll'nt  necoiiation  was  Kenenilly  de- 
clinedbv  Great  Britain,  and  i  ^     ons  temporary 

,  ,n  her  part,  and I  met  on  pan, 

Z\  legialation  of  I  ties;  that  the  refuel  of 

M  N        ,.   and   Clay   to   accept    highly   advantageous 
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terms  under  the  expectation  of  obtaining  (m  what  manner 
will  be  seen)  others  still  more ao,  forced  the  British  Govern- 
ment into  the  position  referred  to. — It  will  appeal  also  that  a 
new  principle  (at  all  events  a  principle  never  before  avowed) 
governed  our  policy  on  that  question  while  it  Waa  under  the 
management ot  Messrs.  Clay  and  .\dams. 

It  is  a  remarkable  circumstance,  that  on  the  9ih  Feb.  18 IS 
the  committee  of  Foreign  Relations  in  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives (the  first  Congress  after  the  organization  of  Mr.  Mon- 
roe's Cabinet)  reported  in  favor  of  additional  restrictions  upon 
the  colonial  inWrBourse  of  Greal  Britain  with  us;  and,  inas- 
signin^  the  mtranda  of  their  rtc  iirimendation  they  referred 
to'a  doctunenl  marked  F.  which  had  been  furnished  to  them 
bv  Mr.  Adamsas  Secretary  of  State.     Mr.  Adams  also  refer- 


red to  it  himself  in  a  letter  to  Mr.  Rush, 


:23d  June  1823, 


while  the  latter  was  minister  to  G*eal  Britain,  and  distinctly 
pointed  his  attention  to  it  as  a  guide.  The  position  assumed 
by  that  pit  per  and  sought  to-be  maintained^  by  o  long  and  ela- 
bef  ate  argument  is  contained  iti  the  following  query : — "Can 
"  Great  Britain  support  tier  West  India  Colonies  in  comfort, 
"  or  even  in  safety,  without  supplies  from  the  United  Stares  .'" 
— to  which  it  is  confidently  answered,  and  the  grounds  of  the 
opinion  assigned,  that  "she  cannot;"  and  the  conclusion  is 
very  legitimately  drawn  that  we  could  prescribe  our  own 
terms  with  her.  This  position  affords  a  clue  to  the  whole 
course  of  policy  pursued  by  Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Clay  on  that 
subject.  Believing  that  those  colonies  were  dependent  on  an 
intercourse  with  us,  they  were  willing  to  gain  credit  for  ability 
as  s'atesnien  and  negotiators  by  availing  themselves  of  the 
necessities  of  Great  Britain,  and  insisting  on  advantages 
which  they  should  have  seen  could  never  lie  obtained.  As 
soon  as  the  police,  of  which  that  paper  was  the  ground-work 
was  understood,  it  became  the  subject  of  an  animated  discis- 
sion in  the  British  Parliament. 

Mr.  Huakisson  on  the  floor  of  the  House  of  Commons  in 
the  year  1825,  said  he  was  persuaded  an  impression  existed 
on  our  part  that  Great  Britain  had  yielded  that  intercourse  to 
necessity,  and  that,  as  her  colonies  could  not  subsist  without 
it,  we  might  prescribe  the  conditions  under  which  it  should 
be  carried""  on;  and  lie  concluded  by  recommending  counter- 
acting measures.  This  was  the  language  of  the  man,  who 
of  all  others  in  Great  Britain  had  most  ardently  and  ably  ad- 
vocated a  relaxation  of  her  colonial  restrictions,  who  was  re- 
proached by  the  monopolists  with  the  design  of  overthrowing 
the  established  order  of  things,  and  of  setting  up ^a  system  of 
entire  freedom  in  commerce.  When  the  most,  liberal,  if  not 
the  most  enlightened  statesman  in  Great,  Britain  spoke  in 
language  so  unequivocal,  it  is  not  surprising  that  the  act  of 
interdiction  referred  to,  was  resorted  to  during  the  following 
year.  That  Mr.  Clay  was  ja,  party  to  the  course  of  policy, 
which  that  measure  was  designed  to  counteract,  is  apparent 
from  the  fact  that  he  was  a  member  of  Mr.  Adams'  cabinet 
more  than  a  year  while  it  was  steadily  persisted  in,  and  that 
he  had  uniformly  sustained  it  on  the  floor  of  Congress. 

Such  was  the  character  of  the  policy,  by  means  of  which 
these  giants  in  diplomacy  proposed,  not  to  a;ain  by  reasoning 
and  argument,  but  to  coerce  a  power  on  friendly  terms  with 
us,  to  concede  what  could  only  be  obtained  on  the  ground  of 
her  necessities.     That  the  grounds  on  which  they  had  placed 
their  demand*  were  in  their  own  estimation  untenable,  is  tip- 
parent  from  the  fact  that  Mr.    Gallatin  was  sent  out  in  the 
year  1826  with  instructions  to  abandon  them  and  to  accede  to 
certain  propositions  made  by  the  Briti-sh    government  in  the 
year  1824 — the  most  favorable  ever  offered  for  our  acceptance 
-  -but  declined  until  that  time,  either  from  a  culpable  neglect 
of  the  public  interests,  or,  what  is  more  probable,  an  expecta- 
tion of  obtaining  greater  advantages.     II   is  i  ot  to  be  doubted 
that  this  change  of  policy  was  the  result  of  a  conviction  on 
their  part,  at  which  they  had  however  arrived  too  late,  that 
the  position  assumed  in  document  F  could  not  be  maintained, 
and  that  if  they  would  not  agree  to  share  with  Gnat  Britain 
the  trade  with  her  West  India  colonies  on  reasonable  terms, 
she  would  find  means  to  dispense  altogether  with  our  direct 
an-ency  in  supplying  them.     If  the  position  were  founded  in 
reason  and  justice,  it  ought  not  to  have  been  abandoned;  if  it 
had  not  such  a  foundation,  then  had  Messrs.  Clay  and  Adams 
been   insisting  for  years  on  concessions  which  could  not  be 
obtained,  and  which  we  ought  not  to  have  demanded.     Mr. 
Clay  says  in  his  apology  to  the  Senate  for  his  vote  against 
Mr. 'Van  Buren,  that  we  had,  during  two  administrations  pre- 
vious to  that  of  Mr.  Adams,  preferred  the  same  claims.     The 
difference  between  his  statement  and  the  fact  is,  that  we  had 
previously  to  Mr.  Monroe's  administration  sought  as  a  privi- 
lege, (aye,  sir,  as  a  privilege — the  term  runs  through    the 
whole  history  of  our  negotiations  on  the  subject")  what  Messrs. 
Clay  and  Adams  had  demanded  as  a  right.     Tlie  instructions 
addressed  to  previous  negotiators  were  to  obtain  if  they  could 
vhe  privilege  of  introducing  our  staples  into  the  British  West 


British  colonies — those  framed  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  Ad- 
ams and  Mr.  Clay,  to  insist  on  itasa  "sine  qua  non"  of  a  de- 
finitive arrangement. 

The  propositions  of  the  British  commissioners  consisted  of 
five  articles,  the  1st  of  which  provided  that  our  trade  with  the 
open  ports  of  their  West  India  and  North  American  colonies, 
should  be  continued;  that  all  discriminating  charges  and  du- 
ties reciprocally  imposed  and  levied  on  the  vessels  of  each 
nation  and  their  cargoes  in  the  ports  of  the  other  should  be  abol- 
ished; that  upon  our  vessels  and  upon  the  goods  lawfully  im- 
ported in  them,  noother  or  higher  duties  of  tonnage  or  impost 
should  be  exacted,  than  upon  British  vessels  and  goods  im- 
ported into  those  ports  from  any  foreign  port  whatever.  The 
2d  article  provided  that  each  party  should  remove,  as  soon  as 
possible,  all  additional  duties  of  tonnage  in  the  light  of  foreign 
tonnage  duty,  and  all  additional  duties  of  impost  in  the  light 
of  duties  od  goods  imported  in  foreign  vessels)  and  all  other 
discriminating  duties  and  charges.  The  3d  article  provided) 
that  in  case  the  proposed  agreements  should  be  found  to  ope- 
rate unequally,  either  should,  on  representation  of  the  other, 
examine  the  matter  of  complaint,  and  if  found  to  be  just, 
should  take  such  measures  to  redress  the  grievance  as  to  se- 
cure the  condition  of  reciprocity  contemplated  by  the  parties. 
Toe  1th  article  guaranteed  the  extension  of  any  further  privi- 
leges, which  might  be  granted  to  any  friendly  state,  either  in 
Europe  or  America,  so  as  to  place  the  party  upon  the.  footing 
of  the  most  favored  State.  The  5th  article  provided  for  the 
appointment  of  consuls,  &c.  This  proposal,  besides  holding 
out  the  prospect  of  further  facilities,  conceded  every  thing  we 
asked  except  the  right  reserved  to  herself  of  regulating  her 
trade  between  her  colonies  and  herself,  and  between  one  of 
her  colonies  and- another.  The  object  of  this  reservation,  as 
avowed  by  Great  Britain,  was  to  enable  her  to  protect  the  sta- 
ples of  her  own  subjects  by  levying  impost  duties  on  like 
productions  of  a  foreign  country.  To  surrender  this  right 
would  have  excluded  the  productions  of  her  North  American 
colonies  from  her  West  India  Islands.  By  comparing  the  fa- 
cilities above,  offered  for  our  acceptance,  with  the  condition  of 
our  intercourse  with  the  British  West  Indies  for  several  years 
alter  the  close  of  the  revolutionary  war,  and  even  after  the 
passage  of  the  act  of  2S,  Geo.  III.  eh.  6,  it  will  be  perceived  at 
a  glance  that  the  colonial  system  had  been  exceedingly  relax- 
ed, if  it  was  not  even  in  a  gradual  course  of  abandonment.  I 
pass  over  altogether  the  act  of  Parliament  of  1825,  offering 
certain  conditions  incaseof  their  acceptance,  to  all  countries; 
a3  Mr.  Clay  says  we  never  received  any  official  notice  of  it — 
and  place  the  mismanagement  of  Messrs.  Adams  and  Clay  on 
the  grounds  above  stated. 

The  propositions  referred  to  were  received  a  short  time  be-* 
fore  they  took  into  their  hands  the  affairs  of  government,  but 
they  were  not  acted  on  until  1826.  Mr.  Rufus  King  was  sent 
out  to  Great  Britain  in  1825  with  full  instructions  on  other 
subjects,  but  without  any  on  this,  the  most  important  of  all. 
(See  Mr.  Clay's  letter  to  Mr.  Gallatin,  19th  June,  1826.  It 
was  not,  in  fact,  until  the  day,  on  which  this  letter  bears  date, 
that  any  definitive  measures  were  adopted  on  this  subject.  On 
that  day  Mr.  Gallatin  was  despatched  with  instructions  to 
waive  the  demand,  all  along  made  by  his  employers,  of  the 
admission  of  our  productions  into  the  British  West  India  ports 
on  the  same  terms  as  similar  productions  of  her  North  Amer- 
ican colonies,  and  to  accede  substantially  to  the  propositions 
of  the  British  Plenipotentiaries,  over  which  they  had  been 
dozing  nearly  two  years.  Before  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Gallatin 
in  England,  an  order  in  council  was  issued,  bearing  date  the 
27th  July,  1826,  by  which  ali  intercourse  between  us  and  the 
British  West  India  islands  was  interdicted,  and  that  govern- 
ment utterly  refused  to  negotiate  further  with  the  administra- 
tion of  Mr.  Adams  on  die  subject.  The  whole  course  of  this 
negotiation  was  exceedingly  discreditable  to  those  who  had 
conducted  it.  It  was,  to  say  the  least,  an  act  of  the  most  pal- 
pable impolicy  to  urge  pretensions,  the  justice  of  which  was 
at  all  questionable,  at  a  moment  when  Great  Britain,  by 
meeting  \ts  on  the  long  avoided  ground  of  negotiation,  and 
by  materially  relaxing  her  restrictions,  had  given  evidences 
of  more  liberal  views  in  relation  to  the  colonial  trade. 

The  attempt  made  on  the  floor  of  the  Senate  to  divert  from 
Messrs.  Adams  and  Clay  the  responsibility  of  adhering  for 
years  to  a  course  of  measures,  which  they  subsequently 
abandoned,  by  making  it  appear  as  apart  of  die  settled  policy 
of  (the  country,  is  as  fruitless  as  every  other  attempt  which 
has  been  made  to  defend  the  united  mismanagement  of  diose 
individuals.  It  was  part  of  the  settled  policy  of  the  country 
only  from  the  time  that  they  successively  obtained  a  condol- 
ing influence  in  the  public  councils.  And  it  certainly  re- 
ports as  ill  of  the  shrewdness  as  of  the  equity  of  the  opposition, 
to  hold  jjr.  Van  Buren  responsible  for  his  acts  as  Secretary 
'  of  State,  and  to  insist  on  the  release  of  Messrs.  Adams  and 


M 


I      •••  [ram  all  i  lit  v  for  U»eir  acts  in  the  same  official  ea« 

UUCl'ty.      If  IT*  -Mliicil  in    lielmlf  of  those 

gentlemen  be  tenable,  then  is  the  rejection  of  Mr.  Von  Buren 

ua  in-;  of  the  mosi  palpable  injusl 

Under  the  circumstances  al  rredto,  Gen.  J 

P        lent  of  th    United  States,  and  th,  im- 

mediately aio~-  aj  to  the  manner,  in  which  lin- 
ed subject  should  I  1  ed  by 
(lie  partv,  which  elevated  G  J  to  power — in  other 
iii,  by  n:.  timing  majority  of  the  if  ilie 
I  S  -—that  the  demand* of  the  previoui  aaministrsv- 
uon  ought  not  to  b              I  oa    Ti.                   ol   Mi   W 

though  not  all  inequivocal,  is  is  svd- 

i.         j  -  subject  had  been  passed   on  by  the  public 

judgment.     Any  other  supposition  would  ;ether  erro- 

msbm  in  point  w  fact,  by  assuming  that  it  had  not  been  gene- 
rally  itisriisssd,  ami  etntallv  false  in  theory,  by  tlie  implication 
that  it  was  a  subject  too  abstruse  for  tin-  popular  understand- 
ing.   Thos ■  who  nie  in  the  habit  of  mingling  with  the  peo- 


whieh  they  proposed  to  redress  the  injury — condemning;  in 
the  face  of  the  whole  world  an  important  appointment  bv  the 
I'  ndant,  exhibiting  the  two  highest  branches  of  the  govern- 
ment arrayed  against  each  other,  and  openn  unparal- 
in  our  ius'orv.'  If  it  was  incumbent  on  them  to  redress 
■he  evil  ofwhieh  they  complained,  it  was  equally  incumbent 
on  them  ■"  resort  to  aoorrective,  which  should  not  be  pointed 
with  a  inuritl  far  more  degrading  to  us  as  a  nation  than  that 
which,  upon  then-  own  renreaemation,  it  was  intended  to 
counteract. 

The  idea  presented  by  Messrs.  Webster  and  Clav.  that  Gen. 
J  sot)  linn,  through  .Mr.  Van  Buren's  instructions,  hum- 
bled himself  at  the  foot  of  the  Bri'ish  throne,  is,  to  sav  the 
least,  but  a  sorry  compliment  to  the.  intelligence  of  the  Ameri- 
can people.  It  was,  j*rhajis,  not  to  be  exacted  that  gentlo- 
nifii  accustomed  to  rely  for  the  accomplishment  of  results, 
Upon  a  skilful  use  of  the  weapons  of  diplomacy,  should  be  ca- 
pable of  doing  justice  to  an  honorable  frankness  which  dis- 
dains t.>  employ    them.     But  that   Gen.  Jackson,  erect  as  he 


.11  feel  the  futility  of  any  attempt  to  make  ii  ,-is  a  !  stands  before  the  nation  and  the  world,  with  all  his  historical 

There  is  no    associations  about  him,  man  attitude  of  dignify  which  only 


matter  not  examined  and  upon  by  them. 

relation  in   saying  that  it  was  a   topic  of  n  in    one  man  before  birn  has  been  able  to  assume — that  such  a 

State  hi  tlie  I  oion,  in  nice  tenths  of  the  public  jour-    man  should  involve  his  country's  reputation  or  his  own,  by 
nuls,'  und  at   the    pi  lection  in  1-.-.   thai  tithe   miserable  guises    of  diplomacy,   is   drawing 

look  a  more  enlightened  view  of  the  errors  of  the  previous  ad-    rather  too  presumptuously  even  upon  th*  credulity  of  their 

own  followers. 

The  sole  ground  assigned  by  the  opposition  in  th*  Senate,  for 
rejecting  the  noioi nation  of  MY.  Van  Buren,  is,  that  he  was  th* 
author  of  all  the  views  contained  in  the  instructions  to  Mr.  Me- 
Lane.  And  this  is  a  ground  which,  under  our  government,  cannot 
be  maintained.  With  us,  the  President  is  responsible  for  all 
lating  from  members  of  Lis  cabinet,  especially 
ted  with  onr  negotiations  with  foreign  states.  Con- 
ceding, for  the  sake  of  argument,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  is  solely  re- 
sponsible for  these instructions,his  defence  might  safely  be  rest- 
ed upon  the  grounds  already  assigned.  But  assuming  tin-  tiue 
state  of  the  case,  whirl,  is,  thathe  has  been  held  responsible  as  an 


ministration  on  that  question,  than  those   who  administered 
th*  government  had  taken  of  tl  s  and  policy  of  the 

country;  ami  that  itwai  lbs  loading  causes  of  the  re- 

sult of  the  election.     The  change  of   men,  and  the  expected 
change  of  measures,  were  as  well  tin  •  abroad  as  they 

ware  at  home:  and  it  was  well  known  that  the  causes  of  ir- 
ritation on  tlie  pari      1 1         Britain  were  intimately  con 
ed  with  men  as  Well  as  measure!--.     The  only   question    was, 
therefore,  in  what  ion  should  !«■ 

.-    hi  Id  we,  it  for  it  should  at  •  ictly 

i ow  the  arts  of  th  ministration;  or   bIi 

J  ,  in  behalf  of  the  American  people,  wrap  hira- 


lf  up  in  the  mantle  of  diplomacy,  and  by  a  formal  hj  mof  communication  with  the  British  Government,  and  ad- 

wonhy  only  of  those  who  defend  it,  leave  any  room  by  Ins  si-  j  mutmg  (he  sentiinents  contained  m  his  instructions  to  be,  as  tl»e 

toeallini  our  sentiments  on  the  subject.     Tlie    opposition  contend,  disreputable  to  the  character  of  the  country. 

frank  and  manly  course  was  adopted;  it  has  he,  n  sam  'hen  is  the  distinguished  individual  at  the-  heaj  of  the  trotisu- 

and  k  will  be  sustained,  by  d  of  the  United  S  rtment — placed  therte  by  the  vote  ofthe  same  men  who 

Ttss  embarrassments   between  tlie   two  countries    \  have    rejected    Mr.    Van    Buren equally    culpable,    as 

fruit  of  a  misi..  ring  diplomacy  on  the  part    ;hc    immediate    organ  of   communication,    with    that 

of  two  individuals,  who  had  1  vemmehf.     If  he  who  lends,  himself  to  the  communication  of 

people  from  the  public  trusts  which  bad  been  confided  to    disreputable  sentiments,  is  as  worfty  of  condemnation  as  he 
:  and  it  was  du  tocasthaek  the  opprobrium  !  who  originally utters  them,  Mr. McLane should,  upon  every 

upon  the  so  in  •    l  om  which  h  came.     As  little  was  said  by  ■  principle  of  equal  justice,  have  been  included  in  the  sentence 


Mr.  Van  Buren  in  Ins  letter  of  instruction  as  sIm 

l>een  said.   Mr.  McLane  was  authorised,  in  ca.se  it  should  l  e- 
coiii-  ry,  to  refer  to  the  respective  jarts  taken  by  the 

■  nt  and  the  preceding  administrations  on  that  Question, 
passages  in  the   letter  of  ii  .   upon   whirl,  the 

■ 
intimation  that  the  acts  of  the  preceding  ad  mi 
'. 
by  their   -  bj  and  that  if  those 

a<-ts  und  prr!  up  by  the  British 


of  condemnation  pronounced  upon  Mr.  Van  Buren.  That 
any  distinction  was  taken  between  them,  is  to  be  traced  to  th* 
different  relations  under  which  they  stand  to  the  authors  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren's  rejection. 

That  hostility  to  Gen.  Jackson  liad  an  important  agency  in 

this  result,  is  not  to  be  doubted.     Tho    sentiments 

intended  to   be  condemned  by  Mr.  Van  Bureu's  rejection,    Bis 

merits  of  rhe  Pn  Bident  himself.    Tho 

e  of  our  government  admits  of  no  other  supposition.  He  is 

onsible,ai  all  events  mainly  responsible,  for  the  acts  of  his, 


ernment  at  a  bar  to  the  adjustment  of  existing  difficulties,  h  mranditwi  s  fores    rl  by  those  who  Dlot- 

wojild  become  the  duty  of  Mr.  McL  ite,  as  faraspos-    ted  Mr.  Vaii  Buren's  reji  tindon  whjch  tliej 

placed 


■ible,  (he  unfhvoraMe  in  Itwasduetothe 

\  herican  ;  eople  that  tl,  ,ij  he 

already  disavowed  by  d 

nounced  upon  the  administration  of  Mr    \ 

should  it' sviry,  be  diet  molly  disavowed  in  behalf  of  I 

who*  g  maxim  is  to  a  bj  nothing  which  is  not  right 

ig  which  is  wrong.     .\  drflR  rent  c 
would  h  \  irtual  •• 

whicl   G       J         in  was  ele  t  and  reform.    The 

frank  dealing, of  Ge     3         in  in  all  1^  ;  and  v.1        •      iwers  have  even  penetrated,  in  the 

own  character,  with  the  ctiai  dignity  of  their  passions!  to  the  yi  n  sanctuary  of  ins  do- 

tcrofthe  people  of  i      I  3  and  with  the  genius  of    mi  They  1  ,  a  in  his  cabinet, 

I  tea   embarrassed  his  administration  by  thwarting  his   measures 


it    involved    alike   the  character  of  both.     Can  at.y 
doubt  that  it  was  intended  to  reach,  and  if  possible  to  im- 
pair the  high  Btan&ng*  of  thePresident  with  the   people,    bjr 
arraying  against  him  a  majority    of  the  Senate,  on  the  eve  of 
his  re-election  1     That  this  is    not  an   uncharitable  inference 
-•  from  the  fact,  that  some  of  tlie  principal  eharae- 
f  the  drama  an  those  who  have,   through   all  vicissi- 
him  with  the  rhost  unrelenting  bitterness— as- 
is  public  and  private  character  with  the    foulest    as- 
foric 


all  that  we  have 

world,  by  imple  of  o 

dnin  !,!•  maxims,  v.  '  |d  '  harac- 

individUals  in  their 
peraot 

It  is  worthy  of  remark  tl  med  by 

lion  is,  thai  Mi .  \        I . 

i:  t.  govern- 
iasentiona,     <» 

gentlemen,  in  i  -  iprahend- 

ed  from  sentiments  contained  in  a  private  1  i  mictions 
to  have  reflected  uron  ti*e  consequences  of  the  public  act,  by 


and  they  have  finally  crowned  their  hostility  by  an  open   de- 
nunciation of  one  of  his  most  able,  pur.-  and  confidential  advi- 
1  not  in  the  history  01  the  country  BO  flagrant  an 

instance  of  inii  I  persecution;  and  soil  will  be  pro- 

t  OUnced  by  all  disinti  rested  men.     It  rests   upon  no   ground 
of  public  expediency ;  it  is  defendedtby   no  co  on  of 

duty.  :  it  does  not  accomplish  the  poor  pur- 

of  its  authors,  of  bringing  down  to  then-  own  level  an  in- 
dividuaJ  far  above  them  in  the  attributes  of  public  and  private 
virtue. 

The  most  conspicuous  actors  in  this  transaction,  are  those 
whom-  s.-nse  of  honor  should  have  counselled  them  to  take  no 
purtin  it.    The  presiding  officer  of  the  Senate,  and  his  new 
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coadjutor  from  the  West — he  who  had  felted  successfully  to 
impeach  the  two  individuals  affected  by  his  vote  before  the 
tribunal  of  the  country,  and  lie  whose  failure*  aa a  statesman 
and  diplomatist,  had  been  redeemed  by  the  superior  powers 
of  his  successor,  stand  in  the  foreground  of  the  coalition. — 
Into  this  singular  alliance,  a  new  "ml  equally  unnatural  aux- 
iliary has  entered.  Who  could  have  supposed  thai  be  who 
has  been  denominated,  (how  appropriately,  let  his  course  on 
this  question  testify)  "  the  god-like  man,"  should  abandon 
himself  to  the  dominion  of  the  terrestrial  attributes  of  his 
character,  by  becoming  a  party  to  bo  inglorious  an  enterprise. 
Mr.  Webster,  the  opponent  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  too,  from  ele- 
vated considerations  of  duty  and  a  tender  sensibility  to  the 
public  honor  !  Where,  if  we  may  praeume  to  inquire,  were 
these  elevated  considerations  and  this  tender  sensibility  at  a 
time,  when  the  very  safety  of  the  country  was  in  imminent 
peril?  Let  the  history  of  the  country  furnish  the  reply  ! — 
The  gentleman  might  have  been  seen  declaiming  on  the  floor 
of  Congress  against  die  justice  of  the  war,  resisting  the  ap- 
propriation of  money  and  men  to  sustain  it,  and  presenting  an 
example  of  insensibility,  the  more  powerful  from  his  acknow- 
ledged talents,  to  all  those  elevated  considerations  of  public 
duty,  to  which  he  is  now  so  "  tremblingly  alive."  Nay,  sir, 
so  strong  were  his  convictions,  that  he  was  anxious  to  trans- 
mit to  his  children  liis  hostility  to  the  war,  as  die  most  valua- 
ble legacy  which  he  could  leave  them;  while  his  political 
friends  in' New-England,  possibly  under  the  inspiration  of  his 
eloquence,  were  burning  "blue  lights"  along  the  coast,  to  con- 
duct the  forces  of  the  public  enemy  into  the  bosom  of  their 
country.*  When  such  men  put  on  the  garb  of  public  virtue, 
and  become  delicate  of  the  public  honor,  there  is  surely  no 
injustice  in  testing  their  sincerity  by  the  standard  of  their  past 
lives. 

Sir,  I  will  no  longer  occupy  the  attention  of  this  meeting. 
I  feel  that  I  have  already  too  long  occupied  it,  although  much 
remains  to  be  said.  lam  persuaded  that  I  do  not  overrate 
the  justice  of  the  American  people,  when  I  say  that  there  is 
no  refuge  for  the  author  of  this  blot  upon  the  national  charac- 
ter; and  that  time  will  record  their  indelible  disgrace.  They 
will  stand  before  the  world,  not  merely  in  the  light  of  men 
who  have  brought  dishonor  upon  the  character  of  the  country, 
but  in  the  still  more  odious  light  of  political  adversaries,  who, 
in  ministering  to  the  purposes  of  injustice  and  persecution, 
have  accomplished  a  double  object  of  personal  revenge. 


Q,uid  domini  faciant,  audent  quum  taliafures! 


REMARKS  OF   MR.  WEBSTER, 

In  the  Senate  of  tfw  United  States,  on  the  nomination  of 
JMr.    Van  Burcn. 

Mr.  President  :  As  it  is  highly  probable  that  our  proceed • 
iivtrs  on  thisnomination  will  be  published,  I  deem  it  proper  to 


charge  a  duty.     I  am  not.  to  go  through  a  formality,  I  am 
to   perform  a  substantial' and  responsible  duty.    I  am  to  ad- 
vise the  President  in  matters  of  appointment.    This  is  my 
constitutional  obligation  ;  and  I  shall  perform  it  conscientious-' 
ly  and  fearlessly.     I   am  bound  to  say  then,  sir,   that  for  one( 
1  do  Wot  advise  nor  consent  to  this  nomination.    I  do  not  think 
it  a  fit  and  proper  nomination  ;  and  my  reasons  are   found  in 
the  letter  of  instruction,  written  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  on  the 
20th  of  July,  1829,  to  Mr.  McLane,  then  going  to  the  Court 
of  England,  as  American  Minister.     I  thmk   these  instruc- 
tions derogatory,  in  a  high  degree,  to  the  character  and  honor 
of  the  country.     I  think  they  show  a  manifest  disposition,  in 
the  writer   of  them,  to  establish   a   distinction   between  his 
Country  and  his  Party ;  to  place  that  party  above  the  coun- 
try ;  to  make  interest,  at  a  foreign  court,  for  that   party,  ra- 
ther than  for  the  country ;  to  persuade  the  English  ministry 
and  the  English  monarch,  that  they  had  an  interest  in  main- 
taining,  in  the  United  States,  the  ascendancy  of  the  party  to 
which    the  writer  belonged.     Thinking  thus  of  the  purpose 
and   object  of  these   instructions,  I  cannot  be  of  opinion  that 
their  author  is  a  proper  representative  of  the  United  States  at 
that  Court.     Therefore,  it  is,  that  I  propose  to  vote  against 
his  nomination.     It  is  the  first  time,  I  believe,  in  modern  di- 
plomacy, it  is  certainly  the  first  time  in  our  history,  in  which 
a  minister  in  a  foreign  Court  has  sought  to  make  favor  for 
one  party  at  home,  against  another  ;  or  has  stooped,  from  be- 
ing the  representative  of  the  whole  country,  to  be   the    re- 
presentative  of  a    party.     And  as  this  is  the   first  instance 
in   our  history  of  any  such  transaction,  so  I  intend  to  do  all 
in  my  pewer  to  make  it  the  last.     For  one,  I  set  my  mark  of 
disapprobation  upon  it ;  I  contribute  my  voice  and  my  vote,, 
to  make  it  a  negative  example,  to  be  shunned  and  avoided  by 
all  future  ministers  of  the  United  States.     If,  in   a  deliberate 
and  formal  letter  of  instructions,   admonitions  and  directions 
are  given  to  a  minister,  and  repeated,  once  and  again,  to  urge 
these  mere  party  considerations  on  the  foreign   government, 
to  what  extent,  is  it  probable,  the  writer  himself  will  be  dis- 
posed to   urge  them,  in  his  one  thousand  opportunities  of  in- 
formal intercourse  with  the  agents  of  that  Government  ? 

I  propose,  sir,  to  refer  to  some  particular  parts  of  these 
instructions;  but  before  I  do  that,  allow  me  to  state,  very  ge- 
nerally, the  posture  of  that  subject,  to  which  those  particulars 
relate.  That  subject  was  the  state  of  our  trade  with  the  Bri- 
tish West  India  Colonies.  I  do  not  deem  it  necessary  now  to 
go  minutely  into  all  the  history  of  that  trade.  The  occasion 
does  not  call  for  it.  All  know,  that  by  the  Convention  of 
1815,  a  reciprocity  of  intercourse  was  established  between  us 
and  Great  Britain.  The  ships  of  both  countries  were  allow- 
ed to  pass  to  and  from  each  other  respectively,  with  the  same 
cargoes,  and  subject  to  the  same  duties.  '  But  this  arrange- 
ment did  not  extend  to  the  British  West  Indies.  There,  our 
intercourse  was  cut  off. 
tory  acts  were  passed,  by 


Various  discriminating  and  retalia- 
England  and  by  the  United  States. 


state  shortly  the  considerations  which  influenced  mv  opinion,  i  Eventually,  in  the  summer  of  1825,  the  English  Parliament 

--  so*far  as  the  mere  carrying 


and  will  decide  my  vote. 

I  regard  this  as  a  very  important  and   delicate  question.     It 
is  full  of  responsibility;  and  I  feel  the  whole  force  of  all  that 
responsibility,.     While  I  have  been  in  the  Senate,  I  have  op-  j 
posed  no  nomination  of  the  President,  except  for  cause  ;  and  I  I 
have  at  all  times  thought  that  such  cause  should  be  plain  and 
sufficient;  that  it  should  be  real  and  substantial,  not  unfoun-  ; 
ded  or  fanciful. 

I  have  never  desired,  and  do  not  now  desire  to  encroach,  in  j 
the  slightest  degree,  on  the  constitutional   powers  of  the  Chief  | 
Magistrate  of  the    nation.     I  have  heretofore  gone  far,  very  I 
far,  in  assenting  to  nominations  which  have  been  submitted  to  \ 
us.     I  voted  for   the  appointment    of  all  the   gentlemen  who  i 
composed  the  first.  Cabinet ;  I  have  opposed  no  nomination  of  j 
a  foreign  minister;  and  I  have  not  opposed   the  nominations  , 
recently  before  us,   for  the  re-organization  of  the  administra- 
tion.   I  have  always  been  especially  anxious,  that  in  all  mat- 
ters relating  to  our*  intercourse  with  other  nations,  the  utmost  I 
harmony,  the  greatest  unity  of  purpose,  should  exist  between  [ 
the  President  and  the  Senate.     I  know  how  much  of  useful- 
ness such  harmony  and  union  are  calculated  to  produce. 

I  am  now  fully  aware,  sir,  that  it  is  a  serious,  a  very  seri- 
ous matter,  to  vote  against  the  confirmation  of  a  minister  to  a 
foreign  Court,  who  has  already  gone  abroad,  and  has  been 
received  and  accredited  by  the  Government  to  which  he  is 
sent.  I  am  aware  that  the  rejection  of  this  nomination,  and 
the  necessary  recal  of  the  Minister,  wn'I  be  regarded  by  foreign 
states,  at  the  first  blush,  as  not  in  the  highest  degree  favorable 
to  the  character  of  our  Government.  I  know,  moreover,  to 
-what  injurious  reflections  one  may  subject  himself,  especially 
in  times  of  party  excitement,  by  giving  a  negative  vote  on 
such  a  nomination.    But,  after  all,  I  am   placed  here  to  dis- 


passed  an  act,  offering  reciprocity, 

trade  was  concerned,  to  all  nations,  who  might  choose,  with- 
in one  year,  to  accept  that  offer. 

Mr.  Adams'  administration  didnOt  accept  that  offer  ;  first, 
because  it  never  was  officially  communicated  to  it ;  secondly, 
because,  onlv  a  few  months  before,  a  negotiation  on  the  very 
same  subject  had  been  suspended,  with  an  understanding  that 
it  might  be  resumed;  and  thirdly,  because  it  was  very  desi- 
rable to  arrange  the  whole  matter,  if  possible,  by  treaty,  in 
order  to  secure,  if  we  could,  the  admission  of  our  products 
into  the  British  Islands  fur  consumption,  as  well  as  the  ad- 
mission of  our  vessels.  This  object  has  been  earnestly  pur- 
sued ever  since  the  peace  of  1815.  It  was  insisted  on,  as  eve- 
ry body  knows,  through  the  whose  of  Mr.  Monroe's  adminis- 
tration". He  would  not  treat  at  all,  without  treating  of  this 
object.'  He  thought  the  existing  state  of  things  better  thau 
an v  arrangement,  which,  while  it  admitted  our  vessels  into 
West  Indian  ports,  still  left  our  productions  subject  to  such  du- 
ties there,  that  they  could  not  be  carried. 

TYow,  sir,. Mr.  Adams'  administration  was  not  the  first  to 
take  this  ground.  It  only  occupied  the  same  position  which 
its  predecessor  had  taken.  It  sawr  no  important  objects  to  be 
gained  by  changing  the  state  of  tilings,  unless  that  change 
was  to  admit  our  products  into  the  British  West  Indies,  di- 
rectly from  our  ports,  and  not  burdened  with  excessive  du- 
ties. .  The  direct  trade,  by  English  enactments  and  American 
enactments,  had  become  closed.  No  British  ship  came  here 
from  the  British  West  Indies.  No  American  ship  went  from 
us  to  those  places.  A  circuitous  trade  took  place,  through 
the  Islands  of  third  powers ;  and  that  circuitous  trade  was, 
in  many  respects,  not  disadvantageous  to  us. 
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In  ilii»  aiste of  tbini  M     M  l.       -.     it  to  Bog* 

lund ;  an  Ilia  instructions  from  th,    3  try  of 

[n  these  ii  .  and  in  relation  to  this  subject  of 

the  <  I  are  found  the  sentiments  of  winch  I  cora> 

plain.     What  an  ■■].   .  '     I.  t  ua  ezaminej  and  I 
Hr.  Van  Bun  MM   I.     e,  u the  opportunities  which 

from  a  participation  in  uur  public  councils, 
ud  well  as  other  tourcei  of  information,  will  enable  you  to 
ik  witheoi      -  is  far  as  you  may  deem  u  proper  and 

live  parta  taken  by  those  to  whom  I 
ktion  of  th  umeni  ik  now  committed,  in 

ted  upon  the  subject 

Now,  thii  i*  neither  more  nor  leu  than  saying,  "you  will 
be  able  to  tell  tl     B  r,  whenevei  you  think  pr 

and  1,  ainl  thi  ions  in  tins  administra- 

tion, nave  opposed  the  fore  pursued  by  th. 

ou  the  subk  colonia  l  ti 

B  it,  on  thai  subject,  we  ha  in    held 

with  England,  and  not  with  our  awn  government."    Now 
I  nified  diplomacy  I  Is  this  si 

manship  .'    1-  it  pal  -  ii  mere  party '1    Isita  proof 

of  a  [  '1  in  the  honor  and  renown  of  the  whole  own-  I 

try,  or  is  u  evidence  of  a  disposition  to  mi  rtl  of  be» 

longui  I  i  visions  1 

TL  l      ir  views  (that  is,  the  vieweof 

tlie  present  aaministrut ion)  upon  that  poinl  have  been  ^ud- 
mitted  to  the  l         I   States;  and  the  counsels 

by  which  your  oonduci  is  now  d  ire  the  result  of  the 

judgment  .  the  only  earthly  tribunal   to  which 

for  its  aci 
Now,  sir,  in  the  first   place;  titers  mi  to 

suppose  that  tlie  first  pari  of  rraph  is  true,  in  point  of 

I  'hat  part  which  inl 

ministration  waa  brought  aboul  by  pubhc  disapprobation  of 
H        I  .   tlie  subject   of  the   colonial 

trade.— P  ich  was  then  .-  subject  wl 

w  understood,  some  degree  of  imj  been 

produced  by  it.    But  be  assured,  sir,  another  cause  will  be 

!,  by  future  historians,  for  this  change;  and  thai  < 
will  be  Ui  .successful  soldier,  united  with  a 

extensive;  that  the  preteren- 
!■■  in  hiB  behalf  had  not  been  justly  regarded, 
on  n  previous  occasion.     There  is,  sir,  very  little  ground  to 
say  that  "the  only  tribunal  to  which  the  lar.-  administration 
was  amenable"  hat  any  judgment  against  it  for 

luct  on  the  whole  subject  of  the  colonial  ti 
But  however  this  para- 

graph is  manifestly  ouil  .     Mr.  Adaml 

.  I  not  bring  forward  this  claim.     1  ha 
already  that  both  ef  negotiation.and 

h  the  who  i  b  of  Mr.   Mo 

This  the   S 
ft  a  does  he  speak  of  it  as  set  up  by  the  late 

administration,  and  afterwords  abandoned  by  them,  and  not 
' 
But  I  f  the  whole  follows  < — '-To 

setnpth  administration,  as  the  cause  of 

whirl,  would  otherwise  be  extepded 
mid,  under  existing  cir- 
and  could  not  fail  to  excite 
lity." 
•N  it,  we  are  i  poor 

i    ol    this  gri  .'i  republji 
■  ■    «  ith  the  B 

.   and 
'.  And 
we 

1  own  claim  ma 

the  British!    T\  ,,  ,ia. 

I  Ittr.  Hu 

Mo,  Mr.  (  a    Canning, 

the  all  our  trai  •■  with  th    v\ .       | 

f  E  r 

I '  lis  it  a  6c 

privilege,  an  I  h  >.  B  rl  iii  sty  will  be  too  gra- 

v  OUt 

.mi  in  the  '-ii i  of  our  rali     '     a      foi    me,  l 

ject  all  idea  ol  g  any  right  of  trade,  ossuvy  other  rights, 

a  boon,  fi  .     the  British  governnmuyor  any 
other  ;.'"'. 

At  I 
'•  V 

th sideratton  of  tlie  British  ministry.   I 

h  beyond  the  immediate  question  under  dhi- 
ion." 
And,  adverting  again  to  tlie  same  subject  towards  the  close 


oftw  "I  will  add  nothing  us  totheimpro* 

prist]  ring  any  feelings  that  find  their  origin  m  tlie 

isions  of  this  government,  to  have  an  adverse  influ- 
ence upon  the  i  resent  conduct  of  Great  Britain." 

1  ask  aira  ii  i,  Mr.  President,  if  this  be  statesmanship '/  if  this  lie 
dig  lily,  if  thk  be  elevated  regard  for  countryl  Can  any  man  read 
this  whole  despatch,   with  candor,    and  not  admit  that  it    is 
plainly  and  manifestly  the.  writer's  object  to  gain  credit   with 
lintish  ministry  for  the  present  administration,  at  the  ex- 
nf  the  pa 
I.     '    I    should   do  the  Secretary  injustice,    I   will  read  all 
that  I  find,  in  ibis  letter,  upon  this  obnoxious  point.     These 
graphs  ! 
Such  iethe  present  stare  of  our  commercial  relations  with 
B  I  sueli  the  steps  by  which  we  have  ar- 

rived at  it     1  i   n  newi  nte  which   have   preceded, 

and  more  or  b-ss  contributed  to,  a  result  so  much  to  be  regret 
here  will  be  found  three  grounds  upon  which  we  are  most" 

1   ;   1st,  o too  long  and  loo  tenaciously  resisting 

the  right  of  Q  Britain  to  impose  protecting  duties  in  her 
colonies;  2d,  i\ 

"  The  opportunities  which  you  have  derived  from  a  parti- 
tion  in  oor  public  councils,  as  well  as  other  sources  of  In- 
formation, will  enable  you  to  s|w»ak  with  confidence  (as  far  as 
j  in  may  di    n  ii  proper  and  useful  so  to  do)  of  the  respective 
taken  by  those  to  whom   the  administration  of  this  go- 
vernment is  now  committed,  in  relation  to  the  course  hereto- 
ubject    of  the  colonial  trade.— Their 
-  upon  thai  point  have  been  submitted  to  the  people  of 
the  United  States)  and  the  counsels1  by  which  your  conduct 
are  the  result  of  the  judgment  expressed  by 
the  only  earthly  tribunal  to   which   the  late  administration 
was  amenable  foe  its  acts.     It  should  be  sufficient  that  the 
claims  setup  by  them,   and  which  caused  the  interruption  of 
die  trade  in   qui  a   explicitly  abandoned  by 

those  who  first  assarted  them,  and  are  not  revived  by  their 
successors.  If  Great  Britain  deems  it  adverse  to  her  interests 
to  allow  us  to  participate  in  the  trade  with  her  colonies,  and 
finds  nothing  in  the  extension  of  it  io  others  to  induce  her  to 
apj  ly  the  same  rule  to  us,  she  will,  we  hope,  be  sensible  of 
the  propriety  of  placing  her  refusal  on  those  giounds.  To  set 
up  the  acts  of  the  hue  administration  as  the  cause  of  forfeiture 
ot  privileges  winch  would  otherwise  be  extended  to  die  peo- 
...  of  the  United  States,  wouMuuderexistingxircumstaoces, 
be  unjust  in  its.il",  and  could  not  fail  to  excite  the  deepest  sen- 
sibility. The  tone  of  feeling  which  a  course  so  unwise  and 
untenable  is  calculated  to  produce,  would  doubtless  be  greatly 
avatedby  I  .  it  Great  Britain  bus,  by  or- 

d  i  in  council.  uii.il  ports  to  Russia  and  Prance, 

notwlhsts  -miliar  omission  on  tin  ir  part  to  accept  the 

terms  offered  by  the  act  of  July,  ls:5.  Vou  cannot  press  this 
view  of  the  subject  too  earnestly  upon  the.  consideration  of 
the  British  ministry.  It  has  bearings  and  relations  thai 
reach  beyond  the  immediate  question  under  discussion." 

"I  will  add  nothing  as  to  the  impropriety  of  suffering  any 
fei  linga  that  find  their  origin  in  the  past  pretensions  of  tins 
rnment  to  have  an  adverse  influence  upon  the  present 
conduct  of  Great  Britain." 

Sir,  I  submit  to  you,  and  to  the  candor  of  all  just  men,  If  I 
am  not  right  in  sayimr,  that  the  pervading  topic,  throughout 
the  whole  is,  not  American  rights,  not  American  interests,  not 
American  defence,  but  denunciation  of  past  pretentious  Of  OUT 
owncountry,  reflections  on  the  past  administration,  and  ex- 
uluttion,  arid  a  load  claim  of  merit,  for  the  administration 
now  in  power.  Sir,  I  would  forgive  mistakes:  1  would 
pardon  the  want  of  information,  I  would  pardon  almost 
thing,   whei     l  saw  true  pa  ml  sound  Amer> 

ml    I    cannot  foigive    tlie    sacrifice  of    this 
mere  Party.     1  cannot  concur  in  sending  abroad  a 
public  agent  who  has  not  ione  so  large  anuliU-rnl,  as 

to  feel,  that  in  the  presence  ol  foreign  Courts,  amidst  the 
monarchies  of  ban-ope,  I  rtand  ^>i<  far  his  country,  and 

Ins  whole  country  ;  that  no  jot  HOT  tittle  of  her  honor  is  to 
CdHie  to  harm  in  his  hands;  that  he  is  not  to  stiller  others  to 
reproach  either  hii  Governnkenl  or  Ins  Country,  and  far  leas 
is  In  himself  to  reproach  either]  that  lie  is  to  have  no  objects 
in  his  eye  but  American  objects,  and  no  heart  in  Ins  bosom 
but  an  Allien,  an  heart;  and  that  he  is  to  forget  self,  to  forget  Jiar 
ty,  to  forget  every  Brmster  and  narrow  feeling,  in  his  proudaml 
lofty  attachment  to  the  Republic, Whose  commission Jfce  bears. 
Mr.  President,  I  have  discharged  an  exceedingly  unpleas- 
ant duty,  the  most  unpleasant  of  mv  hie.      But  I  liave  looked 

ui it  as  a  duty,  and  it    auk   not  to   l>e  shunned.      And,  sir, 

however  unimportant  may  be  the  opinion  of  so  humble  an  in- 
dividual as  myself,  1  now  only  wish  that  1  might  be  heard  by 
every  independent  freeman  in  the  United  States,  by  die  British 
Minister,  and  the  British  King,  and  by  every  Minister  and 
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every  crowned  bead' in.  Europe,  while  standing  here  in  my 
place,  I  pronounce  my  rebuke,  as  solemnly  ana  as  decisively 
as  I  can,  upon  this  first  instance,  in  which  an  American  Min- 
ister has  been  sent  abroad,  as  the  representative  of  his  Party, 
and  not  ae  the  representative  of  his  Country. 


REMARKS  OF  MR.  BUTLiUR, 

At  a  meeting-  of  the  Republican  Citizens  of  Albany,  held  on 
Saturday  Evening.  Feb.  4,  in  relation  to  the  rejection  of  the 
nomination  of  MARTIN  VAN  BUREN. 

Mr.  Chairman: — The  gentlemen  who  have  already  ad- 
dressed you,  have  told  you  who,  and  what,  the  minister  is, 
whose  nomination  has  been  rejected  by  the  Senate — they  have 
exposed  the  motives  which  led  to  this  violent  and  unwarrant- 
able measure — and  they  have  pointed  out  the  injurious  con- 
sequences which  cannot  fail  to  result  from  it. 

There  is  a  single  point  connected  with  these  topics,  which 
has  not  yet  been  adverted  to,  and  which  is  too  important  to  be 
omitted.  I  refer  to  the  objects  of  the  mission  which  has  now 
been  broken  up.  and  to  the  leading  motive  which  induced  the 
President  to  offer,  and  the  late  incumbent  to  accept  it.  Hav- 
ing been  honored  by  the  latter  with  that  confidence  which  en- 
aoles  me  to  speak  upon  the  subject,  and  the  circumstances  of 
the  times  making  it  highly  proper  that  1  should  do  so, 
I  beg  leave  to  state,  that  the  mission  of  Mr.  Van  Buren 
had  special  references  those  doctrines  and  practices  of  the 
British  Government  concerning  impressments,  blockades,  and 
trade  with  enemies' countries,  which,  as  yxm  well  recollect 
constituted,  for  a  long  series  of  years,  a  standing  cause  ot 
complaint  on  our  part,  and  at  length  produced  our  second 
war  of  independence.  In  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  by  which  that 
war  was  concluded  not  a  word  was  said  as  to  these  interest- 
ing topics.  But  though  unnoticed  in  that  instrument,  the 
claims  we  had  asserted,  were  successfully  maintained  by 
the  thunder  of  our  cannon,  on  the  ocean  and  the  lakes,  at  Niag- 
ara and  New  Orleans;  and  the  practices  against  which  it 
was  levelled,  were  actually  given  up. 

Apprehensive,  however,  that  they  might  be  renew', 
whenever  a  war  should  break  out  between  Great  Britain  and 
any  other  maritime  power;  and  fully  aware  of  the  conse 
quences  which  would  inevitably  follow  such  renewal;  our 
Government  made  an  unsuccessful  attempt,  immediately  af- 
ter the  peace,  to  preclude  the  occurrence  of  such  a  state  of 
tilings,  by  an  amicable  settlement  of  the  disputed  points.  The 
matter  has  frequently  been  referred  to  since;  but  the  various 
questions  which  have  arisen  under  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  and 
above  all,  the  difficulties  which  have  grown  "out  of  the  con- 
troversy concerning  the  colonial  trade,  i'have  prevented,  for 
several  years,  any  attempt  to  negotiate  on  these  subjects.  On 
the  conclusion  of  the  recent  arrangement  concerning  that 
trade,  they  justly  engaged  the  first  thoughts  of  the  President. 
The  changes  which,  about  the  same  time,  occurred  in  the 
government,  ana"  domestic  policy  of  Great  Britain,  and  the 
favorable  opinions  evidently  growing  up  in  that  country  to- 
wards our  people  and  political  institutions,  seemed  also  to 
render  it  a  propitious  moment  for  renewing  the  negotiation  ; 
whilst  the  interesting  and  critical  state  of  Europe,  which,  at 
that  juncture,  threatened  a  sreneral  war,  obviously  required 
that  it  should  be  done  without  delay.  Mr.  M'Lane,  howev- 
er, had  already  asked  and  received  leave  to  return  to  the  Uni- 
ted States;  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  having  resolved  to  retire  from 
the  State  Department,  it  occurred  to  the  President  that  he  was 
eminently  fitted  to  undertake  this  delicate  and  most  impor- 
tant negotiation.  His  wishes  on  this  subject  were  expressed 
in  the  strongest  terms,  and  they  were  appreciated  by  Mr.  Van 
Buren.  A  desire  to  carry  them  into  effect,  was  one  of  the 
strongest  motives  which  induced  him  to  accept  the  nomina- 
tion; though  he  did  so  in  opposition  to  the  wishes  and  advice 
of  his  political  and  personal  friends  in  this  State,  who,  as  you 
well  know,  were  generally  averse  to  his  going  out  of  the 
country.  He  was  not  unmindful  of  the  sincerity,  nor  regard- 
less of  the  value  of  their  opinions;  but  he  thought — and  just- 
ly thought — that  the  errand  on  which  he  was  to  be  sent  to  the 
British  Court,  was  one  of  lnichry  import,  not  only  to  the  peo- 
ple of  both  countries,  but  to  the  whole  civilized  "world.  He 
believed  too — and  if  his  course  was  prompted  by  this  belief, 
you  will  not  deny  that  the  ambition  it  implies  was  a  noble 
one — that  the  minister  who  should  succeed  in  bringing  about 
an  honorable  settlement  of  these  long  litigated  and  danger- 
ous questions,  would  eminently  deserve,  and  undoubtedly  re- 
ceive, the  highest  approbation  of  his  countrymen. 

The  leading  object  of  this  embassy  was  alluded  to  in  the 
President's  message  at  the  opening  of  the  present  session.  It 
was  perfectly  understood  at  Washington;  and  from  the  dis- 
tinguished manner  in  which  our  minister  had  been  received 
and  treated,  by  the  British  king  and  the  members  of  his  go 
••rnment,  as  well  as  from  his  practical  talents  and  concilia 


tory  manners,  there  was  great  reason  to  hope  that  his  efforts 
wouldhe  successful.  Was  Mr.  Clay  afraid  that  such  a  re- 
sult would  be  produced  1  That  a  treaty  would  be  Concluded, 
,  which  won M  east  into  the  Bhadi  that  negotiated  at  Ghent  ? 
Mr.  Calhoun  too—  did  %e  think  that  a  rival,  already  formi- 
dable, mighl  be  rendered  more  so  by  the  eclat  of  services 
abroad  .'  Ami  Mr.  Webster— was  the  &Uty— the  solemn  but 
most  unpleasant  duty— of  rejecting  this  nomination,  strength- 
ened by  a  desire  to  nip  in  the  bud  the  honors  due  to  a  success- 
ful negotiator'.'  In  view  of  all  the  features  of  this  case,  let  an 
intelligent  public  decide,  whether  there  be  not  good  reason  for 
these  inquiries. 

But  however  this  may  be,  one  thing  is  cerrain^the  great 
objects  of  the  embassy  are  not  to  be  promoted  by  the  course 
taken  in  the  Senate.  '  On  the  contrary,  all  the  interests  of  the 
nation  will  receive  detriment  abroad.  How  extensive  and 
lasting'  it  may  be,  none  of  us  can  tell.  Still,  there  maybe 
crood  cause  for  rejecting  this  nomination;  and  if  so,  it  may 
have  been  better  to  risk  the  evils  referred  to,  than  to  have  con- 
firmed it.  The  decision  of  the  Senate  professes  to  have  been 
made  on  this  ground;  and  the  reasons  assigned  for  it,  have 
been  submitted,  with  admirable  despatch,  to  the  judgment  of 
the  people.  I  have  read,  with  deep  interest,  all  the  speeches 
Which  have  reached  us;  and  I  have  compared  their  statements 
and  reasoning,  with  the  official  documents,  which,  fortunate- 
ly for  the  cause  of  truth,  are  to  be  found  in  other  parts  of  the 
Union  as  well  as  at  Washington.  In  my  humble  judgment, 
the  causes  they  assign  are  not  sustained  in  any  one  of  them. 
To  test  this,  let  me  call  your  attention — not  to  the  idle  gossip 
or  the  dastardly  insinuations  which  malevolence  or  credulity 
fYi  ™??ed  before  the  sena'p— I"  tt  to  the  measured  speech 
ot  Mr.  Webster— the  profoundly  able,  the  cool  and  discrimi- 
nating, Webster.  And  surely  if  there  be  eood  reasons  for  this 
step,  he,  ot  all  others,  is  capable  of  placing  them  before  us  in 
the  clearest  and  most  convincing  light.  His  remarks  as 
published  in  the  National  Intelligencer,  have  evidently  been 
corrected  by  himself.  I  shall  consider  them  in  this  light,  and 
shall  hold  him  i«  sponsible,  as  you  and  the  public  have  aright 
to  hold  him,  for  all  that  they  contain.  I  intend  to  read  to  you 
every  material  paragraph;  and  as  I  proceed,  I  pledge  myself 
to  show,  that  he  has  misstated  the  facts  he  has  undertaken  to 
give;  that  he  has  omitted  others  which  were  essential  to  a 
proper  judgment  on  the  case  before  him;  and  that  he  has  re- 
peatedly garbled  and  perverted  the  language  of  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren. 1  bay  this  under  a  full  sense  of  the  responsibility  1  as- 
sume. I  know  what  I  shall  deserve,  if  1  do  not  make  it  good. 
All  I  desire  is,  a  patient  hearing  from  you  and  from  the  pub- 
lic. In  connexion  with  this  exposure  of  error  and  injustice 
I  shall  also  undertake  to  show,  that  the  instructions  to  Mr! 
M'Lane,  when  properly  understood,  contain  nothing  deroga- 
tory to  the  honor  ofthe  nation,  but  on  the  contrary,  are  enti- 
tled to  all  praise  for  their  ability  and  frankness. 

After  an  introduction,  which'  shows  that  he  is  perfectly 
aware  of  the  light  in  which  the  measure,  if  taken  without 
sufficient  cause,  would  be  viewed,  and  ought  to  be  viewed, 
both  at  home  and  abroad;  the  distinguished  Senator  from 
I  Massachusetts,  proceeds  to  assign  the  reasons  of  his  vote.  To 
do  him  perfect  justice,  I  quote  the  paragraph  at  length  : 

"I  am  bound  to  say,  then,  sir,  that  for  one,  I  do  not  advise 
I  nor  consent  to  this  nomination.  I  do  not  think  it  a  fit  and 
|  proper  nomination ;  and  my  reasons  are  found  in  the  letter 
,  of  instruction,  written  by  Mr  Van  Buren,  on  the  20th  of  Ju- 
]  ly,  1827,  to  Mr.  McLane,  then  going  to  the  Court  of  England, 
!  as  American  minister.    I  think  those  instructions  derogatory 

I  in  a  high  degree,  to  the  character  and  honor  of  the  country. 

I I  think  tiiey  show  a  manifest  disposition,   in  the  writer  of 
j  thein,  to  establish  a  distinction  between  the  country  and  the 

j  party;  to  place  that  party  above  the  country;  to  make  inter- 
est, at  a  foreign  court,    for  that   party,   rather    than    for  the 
country;  to  persuade  the  English  ministry  and  the  English 
monarch,  that  they  had  an  interest  in  maintaining,  in  the  U. 
States,  the  ascendancy  of  the  party  to  which  the  writer  be- 
longed.    Thinking  thus  ofthe  purpose  and  object  of  those  in 
structions,  I  cannot  be  of  opinion  that  their  author  is  a  proper 
representative  of  the  United  States  at   that  court.     Therefore 
it  is,  that  I  propose  to  vote  against  his  nomination.     It  is  the 
first  time,  I  believe,  in  modern  diplomacy,  it  is  certainly  the 
first  time  in  our  history,  in  which  a  minister  to  a  foreign  court 
has  sought  to  make  favor  for  one  party  at  home,  against  ano  - 
ther;  or  has  stooped,  frcm  being    the  representative   of    the 
whole  country,  to  he  the  representative  of  a  party.     And  aa 
this  is. the  first  instance    in  our  history  of  any  such  transac- 
tion, so  I  intend  to  do  all  inmypowertomake  it  the  last.     For 
one,  1  set  my  mark  ot  disapprobation  upon  it;  I  contribute  my 
voice   and  my  vote,  to  make    it  a   negative  example,  to  be 
shunned  and  avoided  by  all  future  ministers  of  the  United 
States.    If,  in  a  deliberate  and  formal  letter  of  instructions, 
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admonitions  an'l  direction!  ar.-  r,  and  are 

mce  and  a  -   lara- 

tions  on  i  I  i  what  extent,  in  it  probable  ' 

the  writer  himself  will  I  e  disposed  to  urge  them,  in  his 
thousand  opportunities  of  informal    inn  •      with   th- 

agent*  of  t]  riment  I" 

All  this,  sir,  is  extremely  veil  •  i  ;  and  if  the  in- 

structions referred  the 

S  mdeinnation  be  hat 

nounced,  is  birn-tl  id  I,  for  one,  will  applaud  bim  for 

his  fidelity  and  firmness.  The  i  ici  however,  that  the  instruc- 
tions hi.  Wheth- 
er tli 

the  document  itself  j  ai  \\ 

W    bater  propoaea to  bring  the  question.     U  -  diia 

however)  he  undemki  i  matter  bo 

w|l|r  '  lated,  i.  e.  the  our  trade  with  the  Brit- 

ish West  India  Culonii        II  very 

brief,  but  at  the  aame  nine,  ■  very  artful  stai  I  the 

iture  of  the  subject."     [H       Mr.  Butler  res     Mr.  Web- 
thr-  circuinstancei     -  :  the  appoint- 

ment  ol  M      HcLane.]    If  thia  were  a oorreel  statement,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  deny  the  justice  of  some  of  hiaanima 
sions.    I  ahaU  ehow  that  incorrect     I  admit  that 

it  does  not  profeaa  to  be  a  minute  niator)  :  it  is  put  forth  aa 
a  mere  outline;  but  a  single  inatance  ofunfaitl  aa  an 

outline,  will  deceive  even  more  than  numerous  errors  in  aa 
elaborate  work.    Inthepres  &1  instan- 

ces, and  pome  of  th. -in  of  a  moat  striking  character. 

In  tlie  firs;  places  die  honorabl    S  entirely  mistakes 

the  manner  iii  which  this  subject  wtu  ■■''  by  the  oon- 

:'1-15.     On  this  point  he   aaya:  "All  know  that   by 
the  convention  of  I  ;ity  ofinti  rcourse  waa  estab- 

lished between  ub  and   <•  Britain.    The  ships   of  both 

couBtriea  were  allowed  to  pass,  to  and  from  each  other  re- 
apectively,  with  the  son  i  and  subject  to  the  aame  du- 

B  nent  did  not  extend  10'th    I:     .-    \\ 

I  There  our  inti  ■rruursf  was  nil  oji'.'-'      h  is  true,  that 

by  that  treaty,  the  commercial  inn  roouree  between  Great  Bri-  [ 
nun  and  the  United  States  waa  eatabliahed  on  just  unci  equal  j 
terms;   the  ships  of  both  countries  being  allowed   to  pass  to 

and  from  each  other  respectively,  with  the  tame  cargoes  and 
tiubjact  to  the  sume  duties. 

It  is  also  true,  thatthia  arrangement  did  not  extend  to  the 

British  West  Indies;  there  being  an  express  stipulation  in  the 

treatv,  that  the  intercou  •  n  the  United  States  and  the 

Briti-  lions  in  the  West  J         -  and  on  th- continent  of 

North  A 1 1 1 •- 1  ica,  should  not  be  affected  by  any  of  its  prol  isions. 

ption  was  inserted,  in  consequence  of  the  pec. 

refusal  of  the  Britiali  government  to  negotiate  on 

ct — a  refusal  founded  on   their  determination,  to  adhere 

to  their  ancient  policy  of  regulating   tlu    nod.-  by  navigation 

laws  and  not  by  tr- 

Buiit  is  not  true  that  "our  intercousc  to   the   West  Indies  , 
soas  cut  o#"  by  th  or  by  any  state  of  things  then  ex- 

isting. On  the  contrary,  we  then  bad  on  intercourse  with 
those    islands.  •  like  that  which  we  enjoy-  ] 

ed  before  the  war.  It  was  such  an  intercourse  as  was  per- 
miltedbythe  acts  of  Parliament  and  orders  in  council,  then 
in  for.-.-.  Our  exports  to  the  British  W  si  Indies  and  their 
Amei  amounted  in  1815,  to  s  ij  >- 1  ,J'.t."i;  in  1816, 

'■.069,900;  in  1-  of  our  own  prodn 

at  least  one  fifth  of  winch  was  in  American  vessels,  The  du- 
iy  us  on  imports  from  those  colonies,  during 
the  years  of  1815  and  1816,  ex.-ee.led  in  the  aggregate,  i 
65,000,000;  of  winch  |1, 130,817,  were  on  importations  in 
vessels;  and  yet,  the  distinguished  Senator  from  .Massachu- 
setts could  suy  in  his  place,  ami  send  it  out  into  the  world  thai 
"our  intercourte  (<-.;>  cut  "//'.'" 

The  error  I   have  bow  pomted  out  is  BJQ  extremely  import- 
ant on-.     I  i  materia]  bearing  on    the   subsequent 

by    win  in  the  busi- 
ness of  tins  nation  nvards  conducted.    Th-   tendency 
of  Mr.  w  is  ta  show,   that  these  acts  and 
omissions  were  not  on!  bh,  but  thai  they  occurred  in 
the  course  of  .,.,( ,,,,',,  ,„,  m, 
of  our  government,  with  the  view  of  opening  an  h 
from  winch  we  had  been  'cut  of  by  the  maty  of  1816.  'I 
this  assertion  is  utterly  incorrect,  I  I  :  and 
if  I  should  extend  rhe  aami  degree  of  i                 ||  .W.which 
he  hus  displayed  t.                 \\      Van  15iir-i  ..    1  iblig- 
ed  to  odd,  'that  he  knew,  01                   have  known,'  thai  uwas 
so. 

gentleman  who  first  addressed  yon,  (G     .  D 

I  manner,  .  history 

of  the  colonial  trad-.    I  ghull   not  go  o>  round  that 

helms  occupied;  but  it  ism  I  lt  ,„  tld- 

diuon  to  the  practice  of  regulating  this  trade  by  acts  of  Par- 


nt  and  orders  u tneil,  another  cardinal  feature  of  th« 

British  policy  was,  the  imposition  of  protecting  duties  on 
American  produce  imported  into  their  colonies.  "These  pro- 
tecting  duties  the  British  ministers  in  1815   refused   to  give 

up,  and  they  have  ever  adhered,  and  declared  they  should  ad- 

to  this  determination.  Notwithstanding  this,  Mr.Adams, 

F  Sate,  and  Mr.  Clay,  as  u  leading  member  of 

II  R  .  undertook,  the  former  to  nego- 

and  the  '.  •  British  government  from   the 

'  they  had  taken.      Between  1816  and  1823,  various  acts 

is  were  passed,  with  the  view  of  i  the  Brit- 

ovenunei  I  ith  our  demands.    The 

;an  fully   o\  a  looked  by 
xl      W     iter;  and  this  is  the  next  materiu)  defect  in  his  sum- 
I  vi-   to  fcall  your  attention.     To  com- 

pel d     B  •  rnmentto  give  up  their  protecting  duties, 

alien  duties  were  unposeaand  kept  up  by 

faction  of  Great  Britain,    Butastl 
did  not  accomplish  ,  the  act  of  ISIS,  concerning  na- 

vigation, and  that  of  1820,  supplementary  thereto,  were  pass- 
f  which  w  blish  s    non   intercourse  in 

Britial  with  all  the  British  American  colonies,  and  to 

prohibit  the  introduction  into  the  United  States  of  all  articles, 
the  prqduc  apt  that  of  each  colony  im- 

port* from  itself.     This  scate  of  things  continued 

until  1822,  when  the  ports  were  opened  by  virtue  of  acts   of 

.    of  l'aiii.uneiif.  oubji  am    restrictions — 

our  discriminating- duties  being  still   retained,   (though  still 
objected  »on  tlic  other  side,)  with  a  view  to  the  original  dc- 
§  rid  of  the   protecting  duties.     With   further 
to  tins  end,  the  act  of  the  W  of  March,  1823,  was 
I  by  Congress.    Tins  act,  among  other  things,  declared 
in  effect,  that  so  long  as  those  dunes  were  kept  upyn  the  Co- 
lonics, our  discriminating   duties  ahouM  be  exacted;  and  it 
provided,  in  case  the  trade  allowed  by  the  British  act^if  1922 
or  any  pan  of  h,  should  be  prohibited  to  us  by  Great  Britain, 
tha'  on  the  President's  proclaiming  the  fact,  'the  acts  of  1913 
and  1320,  befoi  i    to,   should  lie    revived  and   in    full 

force.  It  is  evident  from  this  notice  of  our  legislation,  dur- 
ing the  period  refered  to,  that  it  involved  a  claim  on  our  fpart 
to  tie  allowed  to  participate  in  this  trade,  without  being  sub- 
d  to  the  terms  on  which  it  was  enjoyed  by  other  nations, 
and  which,  in  the  judgment  of  the  British  government,  were 
fundamental  in  then  nature. — This  claim  was  also  brought 
forward  by  our  Ministers,  under  the  instructions  of  Mr. 
is  and  Mr.  Clay;  and  it  is  to  this  that  Mr.  Van  Buren 
refers,  when  he  sneaks  of  tht'daimi'  aiy.1  'pretensions'  setup 
on  our  pan,  but  afterwards  abandoned  by  the  last  administra- 
tion. 

The  next  event  referred  to  by  Mr.  Webster,  is  the  British 
act  of  the  5th  of  July,  1825,  of  which  he  says  that  it  offered 
jirucity  as  far  as  the  mere  carrying  trade  teas  concerned, 
to  all  nations  who  might  choose  within  one  year  to  accept  the 
offer."  Without  stopping  to  show  that  this  is  not  a  very  fair 
mode  of  stating  the  contents  and  effect  of  this  act,  let  us  look 
at  the  excuses  which  he  gives  for  its  non-acceptance  by  Mr. 
Adams'  administration. 

Th&Jirat  is  "because  it  was  never  officially  communicated 
to  it."     By  this  the  si  nator  means  that  the  public  shall  under- 
stand, that  the  act  was  unknown  to  Mr.  Adams'  administra- 
tion, because  not  communicated.     If  he  does   not  mean  this, 
then  the  excuse  amounts  to  nothing;  for  if  they  knew  of  the 
act,  it  was  not  at  all  material  that  it  should  be  officially  com- 
municated.    But  did  not  Mr.  Webster  know  that  it  was  not 
the  practice  of  the  two  governments  to  communicate  to  each 
other,  acts  of  legislation  .'     Did  he  not  recollect  that  it  was 
known  to  Congress  at  the  session  of  1325-6  by  the  mes- 
sage of  th- President?    That  die  Baltimore  merchants  pre- 
i  a  memorial,  in  which  they  referred  to  this   law,  and 
|    'iigressto  act  on  it  ?     That  Senator  Smith  introduc- 
bill  on  the  subject,  which  was  laid  on  the  table  by  the 
fly,  of  the  administration  senators !    That  a  resolu- 
tion was  introduced  into  the  House  of  Representatives,  by 
Mi.  (  ng,  of  this  State,  calling  on    the  committee  on 

commerce,  at  the  head  of  which  wis  .Mr.  IS'ewton,  a  warm 
s  ipporn-r  of  the  administration,  to  report,  whether  it  was  not 
expedient  to  come  in  under  this  act  r  If  Mr.  Webster  does 
not  know  all  this,  then  has  he  forgotten  what  passed  under 
his  own  eyesduring  the  session  of  1826-6  !  If  he  does  know 
all  tins,  what  shall  we  say  of  his  candor  and  regard  to  truth, 
in  making  tins  excuse? 

Th-  teeond  he  assigns  is,  "because  only   o.  fero 

month*  before,  a  negotiation  on  the  same  subject  had  been 
•  ici-d,  <ri//i  an  understanding  that  it  might  be  return- 
ed."     Il    IS   true   that    in  July  IS24,   (not   a   few  months,  but 

u  before)  a  negotiation  on  this 
subject,  whi-h  had  been  for  some  time  bending  at  London, 
between  Mr.  Rush  on  our  pan,  and  Mr.  Huskisson  and  Mr. 
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Stratford  Canning  on  the  other,  was  suspended,  But  it  is  an 
entire  mistake  to  say,  that  it  had  been  suspended  with  an  un- 
derstanding that  it  might  be  resumed.  I  know  this  excuse 
has  been  repeatedly  set  up  by  Mr.  Clay;  but  I  also  know  that 
the  last  protocols  speak  of  the  fi nal  cammutticaiions  of  the 
ministers  to  their  respective  governments;  and  that  they  say 
not  a  syllable  about  I'esuming  the  negotiation.  If  this  point 
is  to  be  decided  by  the  record,  then  there  is  no  pretence  for 
saying,  that  there,  was  any  understanding  that  tlie  negotia- 
tion was  to  be  resumed.  After  waiting  very  nearly  a  year, 
without  hearing  a  syllable  on  the  subject,  Parliament  passed 
the  act.  of  the  5th  of  July,  1825.  The  passing  of  this  act 
Was  in  itself  the  highest  evidence,  that  the  British  Govern- 
ment Were  resolved  not  to  depart  from  the  ground  they  had 
maintained  ;  and  how  men  of  sense  can  say,  and  hope  to  be 
believed,  that  they  supposed  the  matter  was  still  to  lie  left 
open  to  negotiation,  notwithstanding  the  enactment  of  this 
law,  passes  my  comprehension. 

But  there  is  a  third  reason  for  not.  accepting  the  terms  of 
this  law.  "It  was  very  desirable  to  arrange  the  whole  matter, 
if  possible,  by  treaty,  in  order  to  secure,  if  we  could,  the  ad- 
mission of  our  products  into  the  British  Islands  for  consump- 
tion, [Mr.  Webster  means  by  this,  free  of  the  protecting  du- 
ties,'] as  well  as  the  admission  of  our  vessels." — And  he  goes 
on  to  observe  that  this  object  had  been  pursued  ever  since  the 
peace  of  1315;  and  that  Mr.  Adams'  administration  was  not 
the  first  to  take  this  ground.  I  have  already  stated  when, 
by  whom,  and  for  what  purpose,  this  ground  had  been  taken. 
And  it  is  only  necessary,  in  order  to  riispose  of  this  last  ex- 
cuse, to  remark,  that  long  before  the  expiration  of  the  time 
limited  for  coming  in  under  the  act  of  1325,  it  had  been  fully 
ascertained  that  this  object  could  not  be  effected.  Ten  years 
of  fruitless  negotiation  had  shown  that,  the  scheme  was  utterly 
impracticable.  To  persist  in  pressing  it,  after  the  passage  of 
the  law  of  '25,  evinced  great  want  of  judgment,  and  a  sin- 
gular passion  for  diplomacy;  but  very  little  either  of  good 
Bense  or  statesmanship. 

"In  this  state  of  tilings,"  says  Mr.  Webster,  "Mr.  M'Lane 
■was  sent  to  England."  This,  sir,  I  deny.     He   was  not  sent 
under  the  state  of  things  sketched  by  Mr.  Webster.  The  hon- 
orable senator  has  not  only,  as  I  have  shown,  given  an  erro- 
neous coloring  to  all    that    he  has  stated,  but  he  has  entirely 
omitted  the  most  material  portions  of  the  case.     He  has  omit- 
ted to  state  when  and  how  the  direct  trade  was  cut  off,  and  the 
events  which  abroad  and  at.  home  followed  that  event.  It  was 
cut  off  by  an  order  in  Council  dated    the    27th   July    1326, 
which  took  effect  on  the   1st  of  December  1826,  nearly   two 
years  after  the  commencement  of  Mr.  Adams'  administration. 
The  order  was  issued,   in  consequence  of  the  omission  of  our 
Government  to  avail  itself  of  the  offer  held  out  in  the  British 
act  of  July  1325.     The  trade  enjoyed  by  us  prior  to  December 
1326,  though  unequal  and  restricted,  was  extensive  and  valu- 
able.    It  was  much  better  than  a  non  intercourse  ;  and  a  large 
proportion  of  the  capital  and  enterprise  of  the  country  was  in- 
terested in  it.     The  loss  of  this  trade  occasioned  great  com- 
plaint.    Mr.  Adams  and  his    cabinet  felt  the  pressure  of  the 
case.  Mr.  Gallatin — who  had  been  sent  out  in  the  beginning  of 
1826,  with  a  set  of  flimsy  excuses  for  not  accepting  the  law 
of  1325 — Mr.  Gallatin,  I  3ay    was  instructed  in  1827  to  beg 
anew  of  Lord  Dudley  (who  had  come  into  the  Foreign  Office 
after  the  death  of  Mr.  Canning,)  to  be  let  in  on  the  "terms  of 
the  act  of  1825.     Mr.  Gallatin  did  all  that  a  minister  situated 
as  he  was,  could  do,  but  without  success ;  and  in  the  begin- 
ning of  1828,  he  returned  in  despair.     Mr.  Barbcur  was  then 
sent  with  directions  to  sue   again  for   the  same  privilege.     In 
the  meantime,  the  subject  had  been  fully  brought  before  the 
American  people;  the  documents  were  called  for  and  read  ; 
Mr.  Adams  and  his  Secretary  of  State,  were  charged  with  the 
loss  of  this  trade,  by  neglect  and  mismanagement;  they  were 
vindicated  by  their  friends  in  the  best  way  which  the  subject 
admitted;  but  in  the  judgment  of  the  people,  the  vindication 
was  imperfect.     How  much  the  popular  dissatisfaction  upon 
this  point  contributed  to  that  re'sult,  Mr.  Webster  himself  cfoes 
not  venture  entirely  to  deny  though  he  suggests   that  other 
causes  had  a  greater  influence  in  producing  it.     However 
that  may  be,  no  man  can  deny  that  the  loss  of  the  We3t  India 
trade,  by  the  late  administration,  wasdis'inctly  made,  at  every 
poll  in  the  Union,   one  of  the  principal  topics  of  accusation 
and  defence  ;  and  so  long  as  this  fact  shall  be  admitted,  it  will 
be  difficult  to  prove  that  this  point  was  not  included  in  the  ver- 
dict rendered  by  the  people.     This,  then,   was  "  the  state  of 
things,"  under  which  Mr.  M'Lane  was  sent  to  England,  and 
received  his  instructions  from  the    Secretary  of  State.     "In 
these  instructions,"  says  Mr.  Webster,   "are  found  the  senti- 
ments of  which  I  complain."     What  are  they?     Let  us  ex- 
amine and  9ee. 

"Mr.  Van  Buren  tells  Mr.  M'Lane,  'the  opportunities 
which  you  have  derived  from  a  participation  in  our  public 
councils,  as  well  as  other  sources  of  information,  will  enable 


you  to  speak  with  confidence  (as  far  as  you  may  deem  it 
proper  and  useful  bo  to  dp.)  of  the  respective  parts  taken  by 
those  to  whom  the  administration  of  this  Government  is  now 
committed,  in  relation  to  the  course  heretofore  pursued  upon 
the  subject  of  the  colonial  trade.'  " 

On  this  sentence  he  makes  the  following  comment : 
"Now  this  is  nejther  more  nor  less  than  saying,  '  you  will 
be  able  to  tell  the  British  minister,  whenever  you  think  -proper 
that  you  and  I,  and  the  leading  persona  in  this  administra- 
tion, have  opposed  the  course  heretofore  pursued  by  the  Guvj 
eminent,  and  the  country,  on  this  subject  of  the  colonial  trade.' 
Be  sure  to  let  him  know,  that  on  that  subject,  we  have  held 
with  England,  and  not  with  our  own  Government.'  Now  I 
a3k  you,  sir,  if  this  be  dignified  diplomacy  ?  Is  this  states- 
manship? Is  it  patriotism,  or  is  it  mere  party!  Is  it  a  proof 
of  a  high  regard  to  the  honor  and  renown  of  the  whole  coun- 
try, or  is  it  evidence  of  a  disposition  to  make  a  merit  of  be- 
longing to  one  of  its  political  divisions'?" 

Now,  sir,  if  this  sentence  stood  alone,  without  any  thing  to 
qualify  or  restrict  it,  it  would  not  bear  the  version  which  the 
senator  has  given  it.  It  would  not  have  authorised  Mr.  Mc- 
Lane  to  say,  that  the  members  of  the  present  administration 
had  "opposed  the  course"  theretofore  pursued  by  '■'•the  coun- 
try," and  "held  with  England,"  instead  of  their  own  Gov- 
ment.  But  this  perversion  of  the  language  he  had  quoted,  ia 
as  nothing  to  what  I  am  about  to  mention.  You  will  observe, 
sir,  that  the  quoted  sentence,  standing  by  itself,  would  seem 
to  warrant  the  remark,  that  Mr.  M'Lane  was  authorised, 
whenever  he  thought '  prr,p;;r,  to  volunteer  the  statement — 
not  that  he  and  Mr.  Van  Buren  "had  held  with  England  in- 
stead of  their  own  country,"  as  Mr.  Webster  has  it — but  to 
state  the  part  taken  by  the  present,  administration  on  the  sub" 
ject  in  question.  The  propriety  of  authorising  our  minister 
to  speak  of  such  a  matter,  except  in  the  event  of  its  becoming 
necessary  that  he  should  do  so,  might  well  be  questioned. 
But  on  reading  the  sentence  which  immediately  precedes 
that  quoted  by  Mr.  Webster,  you  will  find  that  no  such  un- 
limited authority  was  given.  On  the  contrary,  Mr.  APLane 
was  authorised  to  speak  of  this  matter  only  in  a  particular 
state  of  things.  What  that,  was,  the  omitted  sentence  will 
show.  It  is  as  follows-  "If  the  omission  of  this  Govern- 
ment to  accept  of  the  terms  proposed,  when  heretofore  offer- 
ed, he  urged  as  an  objection  to  their  adoption  now,  it  will  be 
your  duty  to  make  the  British  Government  sensible  of  the  in- 
justice and  inexpediency  of  such  a  course."  "The  opportu- 
nities which  you  have  derived,"  &c.  &c. 

I  will  not  now  stop  to  inquire,  whether  it  was  proper  to  au 
thorise  Mr.  M'Lane  to  hold  this  language,  in  case  the  anti- 
cipated objection  should  be  made.     That   question,  I  will   by 
and  by  consider;  but  at  present  I  ask,    is   it   true  that   Mr. 
M'Lane  was  authorised,  "whenever  he  should  think  proper, 
|  to  tell  the  British  minister,"  &e.    &c?     On   the  contrary,  ia 
I  not  his  authority  to  speak  of  this  subject  at  all,  specially  limi- 
I  ted  to  the  event  of  its  being  objected,  that  the  former  admini- 
I  stration  had  omitted  to  accept  the  terms  proposed?  Why  then 
i  was  the  qualifying  sentence  omitted'?     I  ask  you,  sir,    if  this 
be  fair  dealing?     Is  this  justice,  or  is  it  gross  injustice?     Is  it 
1  a  proof  of  a  high  regard  to  truth  and  fairness?     Or  is  it  evi- 
dence of  a  disposition  to  mislead  the  public  mind;  to  place  the 
question  on  false  grounds;  and  to  destroy  a  political  opponent 
by  any  and  every  means?     I  protest  to  you,  sir,  I  am  sorry 
— truly  sorry — to  say,  that  in  my  humble  judgment,  it  is  con- 
clusive evidence  of  such  a  disposition. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  goes  onto  say:   "Their  views  (those  of  the 
present  administration,)  upon  that  point  have  been  submitted 
to  the  people  of  the  United  States;  and  the  councils  by  which 
your  conduct  is  now  directed,  are  the  result  of  the  judgment 
expressed  by  the  only  earthly  tribunal   to   which  the  late  ad- 
ministration was  amenable  for  its  acts.  It  should  be  sufficient 
that  the  claims  setup  by  them,  and  which  caused  the    inter- 
ruption of  the  trade  in  question, have  been  explicitly  abandon- 
ed by  those  who  first  asserted  them,   and  are  not,   revived  by 
their  successors."     I  have  already  alluded  to  Mr.  Webster's 
observations  on  the  first  part  of  this  paragraph.    On  the  asser- 
tion contained  in  the  latter  Dart  of  it,  he  remarks:  "It  is  man- 
ifestly quite  wide  of  the   facts.     Mr.  Adams'   administiation 
did  not  tiring  forward  this  claim.     I  have  stated  already,  that 
it,  had  been  a    subject,   both    of  negotiation  and  legislation 
through  the  whole  eight  years  of  Mr.   Monroe's  administra- 
tion; this  the  Secretary  knew,  or  was  bound  to  know.     Why 
then  does  he  speak  of  it  as  set  up  by  the    late  administration, 
and  afterwards  abandoned  by  them,  and  not  now  revived?" 

The  charge  here  made,  of  a  departure  from  the  fact9,  ig 
quite  gratuitous.  It  is  not  denied  that  the  claims  referred  to 
were  set  up  by  the  late  administration,  nor  that  they  were 
abandoned  by  them;  the  imputed  departure  from  truth  consists 
in  the  supposed  assertion  that  these  claims  were  first  set  up 
by  the  late  administiation.     But  Mr.  Van  Buren  does  bot  as 
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sen  that  they  were  thejirsi  administration   \*t,.'-h    had  set 
them  op.     He  knew,  ai  well  as  Mr.  Webster,  thai  they  were 
first  set  up  under  Mr.    Monroe's  administration,  and   it  .\1 
Webster's  arcnstomed  accuracy  had.  not  been  lost    (0  hue,  he 
would  havi  reeoUeeted  that  in  a  I  ■  of  the   iuatrue- 

•«,  (p.  ti,)  •  lary  had  ex  ited,    thai    me 

clai:  I  to  we  e  put  forth  in  the  act  ol  ' 

1st  OI  Mtircn,    182  t,    -'  I   ''■  al    :'-'.-'   "  had      ' 
vai.i-  B    I  wlio 

ris  wbojirwi  set  up  tin  -  I  man 

subject  knows.   and  at 
lea*'  ■  S  I  ought  to  know,    thai   they 

:  i  nd  Henry  Clay.     And  will  it 

be  denied  thai  they  had  explicitly  abandoned  thein  .'  \\ 
tlien  is  the  departure  bom   bet  n  tin*  pan  of  lh 
■  ? 
But,  saw-  Mr.  Webster,  "the  most  humiliating  part  of  the 
To  lei  up  t!ie   acta  "i  tl  I  niuiBtra- 

i.  m  as  t!  f  h  rfeiture  of  privilege*,  which  \\  ould  oth- 

arwu  oded  to  the  people  w     e  United  S    uca,  would, 

under  exi  -  and  could 

ti   then  iity.'  "     11  re  then,  we 

id  front"  of  the  Secretary's  on  tudii  . 

f  Mr.  Wi  lister's  \  atriotism.     1 
exudes  from  e>  iu  tin-  following  exclamation  :  "So, 

,  we  art-  reduced,  at  ■  we,  to  the 
dttion,  thai   ■■  M  "i  mis  gi    it    Re  ublic  in- 

structed to  argue,  or  to  intereede,    v.  ith  the  British  Minister, 

les'  he  shoo  I  (  rind  usro  hate    forfeited  our  prirdi ges  ;  and 
L  -t  these  privilege*  should  no  longer  be  exU  nded  to  us.' — 

we  have  Jorfi  ited  those  privileges  by  our  misbehaviour, 
in  ahooaing  rulers,  irA»  thought  better  of  our  vicn  claim 
than  of  the  British!    Why,  sir,  this  is  patiently  submitting 
.••  domineering  tune  of  the  British  Minister,  I  belie vi  Mr, 
Hnskisson-     Mr.  (.'lay  said  "no,Mr.  <  'J-  -Mr.  Can- 

ning who  told  us  that  ail  our  trade  with  tl  e  Wi  -• 

I  granted  to  us  by  tlu    indulgence  of   E 

I       i  •!  ■' 

•«  it  ;s  a   privilege,  and  hopes  that    hi    B  ys     MajestN 

■  -.-I  le  thai  wc  ha  i  Lvi- 

aviour.  in  the  choice  of  out  ruleial     Sir, 

i  i  lit  of  trade,  or  any 

lege,  01  aooon,  from  tin    British   i 

ueiit." 

r  !••  point  ol  ,con9ists  in    the   eha  iges  whicli 

■re  i  '    M  .   \  i     B  p     ,  re- 

i  held  out  in  d     Bri    di  act 
•gsP'    And  tint   ■  bud- 

mitung  to  the  domineering  ioi I'  31  .  Canning,    who  had 

called  it  a  boon!  And  on  tins  them-'  we  have  a  commentary,  ; 
in  which  this  horrible  word  "  privilege"  is  treated  as  it  it 
the  utter  abandonment  of  all  principle  and  honor. 
Sir,  in  ottering  this  tirade,  Mr  Webster  has  either  display- 
ad  v-ry  grestl  want  of  information  himself,  or  counted  vi  ry 
largely  on  the  want  of  it  it i  others.  Ever  aince  she  has  bad 
Colo  - .  i  •  a  Britain  has  maintained,  with  inflexible  per- 
severance,  in  common  with  other  powers  having  such  pos- 
sessions, the  ancient  policy  ol  tn  afing  the  trade  with  1  ar  col- 
onies as  a  tlit '  ing  exclusively  to  herself — a  tiling 
not  to  be  enjoved  by  other  nations,  save  at  such  times  and  on 
such  terms  as  she  pleased.  As  to  the  wisdom  of  this  policy; 
i  m  the  Colonies  themselves;  and  its  justice  or 
liberality  towards  other  nations;  I  have  nothing  to  say;  I 
speak  only  of  the  fact;  and  that  it  is  as  I  have  asserted,  no 
man  who  has  the  least  pretensions  to  general  knowledge  will 

ire  to  deny.  It  is  on  this  principle  that  she  has  so  uni- 
ted in  the  course  of  regulating  the  Colonial 
trade  by  acts  of  Parliament  and  orders  in  Council,  which  she 
could  change  at  pleasure,  instead  of  forming  treaties  on  the 
subject  which  could  not  be  so  changed.  Now,  though  our 
government  was  extremely  desirous  to  place  this  matter  on  a 
liberal  and  permament  footing,  and  to  do  s-j  by  treaty, 
rather  than  by  separate  legisla  ion,  yet  until  after  we  1  ad  lost 
trie  benefits  held  out  by  the  British  act  of  '25,   we    never 

nded  to  deny  the  right  of  Great  Britain  to  do  as  she 
pleased  on  the  subject.  The  endeavor  was,  to  convince  her 
oy  argument  and  by  retaliatory  laws,  that  it  was  her  interest 
to  place  this  branch  of  her  commerce  on  the  same  footinsr  as 
the  traie  between  us  and  the  mothercountry.  In  this  we  had 
not  succeeded,  ani  in  the  mean  time,  we  had  been  content  to 
take  what  we  could  get  of  this  commerce,  as  a  privilege— I 
say  as  a  privilege;  because  all  the  British  statutes  on  this  sub- 
ject into  whichl  have  looked,  speak  of  the  permission  given 
to  foreign  nations  to  trade  with  the  British  colonies,  as  a 
pririlege  granted  to  such  nations.  The  act  of  June,  1822, 
under  which  we  enjoyed  a  restricted  intsunwurse  until  1826, 
called  it  a  pririleg",  and  Mr.  Monroe's  administration  did  not 
consider  it  ierogratory  to  the  r.ational  honor  to  take  the  bene- 
fits off.rsd  by  that  '.aw  at  a  privilege.     On  the  contrary,  you 


will  find,  sir,  that  M  A  lams,  in  one  of  his  instructions  to 
M     R  and*  half  a  dozen  pays  in  an  attempt   to  settle 

the  true  construction  of  the  phrase  "the  privileges  granted 
without  onee  dreaming,  with  all  fas  Bunker- 
li  II  tern  perament,  (hat  tl  thing  in  the  word  "pri- 

u  which  an  American  whs  to  take  fire.     More  than 
I  ous  actof  July,    1S25,  uses    the     language.     It 

provides  ■  sd  by  the   law  of  naviga- 

tion to  for  ign  ships,  shall  be  limited  to  the  ships  of  tln.se 
countries,  which,  naving  colonial  possessions,  shall  grant 
the  like  privUegee  of  trading  with  those  possessions  to  British 
mii  s,  "i  which,  not  having  colonial  possessions,  shall  place 
the  commerce  and  navigation  of  Great  Britain  and  its  pos- 
the  footing  of  the  moat  favored  nation." 
in  reference  to  the  advantages  held  out  by  this 
tic,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  used  the  obnoxious  language,  which 
forms,  in  the  judgment  of  M.  Websb  r,  the  most  culpabl* 
partol  Ins  m»c  •  e  thai  he  spoke  of  ihem  i 

the  very  terms  of  the  act  itself.     Bui  there  is  yet  something 
further  on  this  point.     fid   I         himself,  in  his  letter  to  Mi 
Gallatin  of  the  11th  of  April,  1827,  uses,  m  r<  ference.  to  tlm 
very  point,  the  same  language  as  Mr.  Van  Buren.    He  pays, 
ly  suppose-,  under  tl  -,  that  the 

British  government  after  the  of  such  an  act  of  Con- 

.  iw  autho  ate  that   the    President 

is  willing  to  recommend,  would  refuse  to  remove  the  interdict 
winch  has  applied  only  to  the  navigation  of  the  United  States. 
A  denial  to  th  of  the  PRIVILEGES   of  the  act 

of  Parliament   of  1825,    offered  to   all   nations,   could  not 
.citable  with  those  friendly  relations,  which    it 
ith  nations,  the  anxious  endeavor 

of  the  government  of  the  United  Stan  e>,  to  cultivate  and  main- 
tain."' 

1  admit,  sir,  that  I  am  but  a  tyro  in  the  science  of  diploma- 
cy; bi  t  after  tins  last  reference,]  think  that  without  going  be- 
yond the  bi  elling  book,  I  may  safely  ask  the  gri  at  lawyer  of 
fit  w  England:     \\  base  bull  it  is  that  has  gored  die  ox  now? 
lusly,  Mi .  C\  s  rman,  can  you  imagine  any  position  n 
ban  that  in  wi..  r  has  placed  himself? 

He  e  .  tsts  at  1'  isure,  the  subjects  of  his  animadversions;  he 
.a  out  with  great  form  and  circumstance;  he  places 
If  on  a  i  articular  i  assage,  as  one  which  admitted  of  no 
..en,  fio.n  this  Jancied  vantage  ground,  he  talks 

— his  country  thus 
led  at  th  ■  feet  of  flu    British  King!'  B  i  we 

:/  •  this  ,Lmost  humiliating  paragraph,"  we 
find  in  it  i  otbiiig  to  justify  this  noise  and  bluster — i.u'hmgto 
call  for  animadversion  or  remark — nothing  which  others  had 
not  said,  and  prooerly  said  before — we  find  tl  nothing— literal- 
ly nothing  !  Vox  el  preterea  nihil!  Ami  yet,  sir,  after  all, 
the  honorable  Senator  is  more  than  half  right.  This  famous 
passage  is  really  as  "humiliating"  as  any  other — perhaps 
more  so  than  any  other  in  the  whole  despatch.  How  "humili- 
ating" this  is,  we  have  already  seen;  and  from  the  character  of 
this  passage,  you  may  judge  as  to  the  rest. 

Mr.  Webster  proceeds  to  say,  "At  the  conclusion  of  the  par- 
agraph, the  secretary  says,  '  You  cannot  press  this  subject  too 
earnestly  upon  the  consideration  of  the  Bri.ish  .Ministry.  It 
has  bearings  and  relations  that  reach  beyond  the  immediate 
question  under  discussion.'  "  Here  also  I  have  to  complain 
that  by  omitting  die  sentence  immediately  before  it,  the  effect 
of  the  sentence  quoted  is  entirely  destroyed.  Speaking  of  die 
feeling  which  was  likely  to  be  produced  in  this  country  by  a 
refusal  on  the  part  of  Great  Britain  to  permit  us  to  partici- 
pate in  a  trade  which  was  opened  to  other  nations,  Mr.  Van 
Buren  bad  remarked:  The  tone  of  feeling  which  a  course 
so  unwise  and  untenable  is  calculated  to  produce,  would 
doubtless  be  greatly  aggravated,  by  the  consciousness  that 
Great  Britain,  by  order  in  council,  opened  her  colonial  ports 
to  Russia  and  France,  notwithstanding  a  similar  omission  on 
their  part  to  accept  die  lei  ms  offered  by  the  act  of  July  1325."' 
He  then  says,  ,ri  ou  cannot  press  this  rieic  of  the  subject  too 
earnestly,  «f/-e."  —that  is — you  cannot  too  earnestly  press  die 
consideration,  that  if  Great  Britain  persists  in  a  course  so  un- 
wise and  untenable,  she  will  excite  a  most  unfavorable  tone 
of  feeling  in  die  United  States,  &c.  &c.  This,  sir,  is  obvious- 
ly the  true  sense  of  the  passage,  when  taken  in  connection 
with  what  preceded  it;  and  diis  is  not  only  proper,  but 
strong  language.  And  yet,  by  omitting  the  preceding  sen- 
tence, the  cued  passage  is  made  to  mean  that  Mr.  M'Lanc 
could  not  "press  too  earnestly  on  the  British  Ministry,"  die 
course  which  the  present  administration  had  taken  in  the  for- 
mer controversy.  It  is  due,  however,  to  Mr.  Webster  to  say, 
that  be  rather  insinuates  than  alleges  that  this  is  the  mean- 
ing of  the  secretary;  but  one  of  his  associates,  Mr.  Ciiam- 
ii  ,  gives  it  tins  version,  and  dwells  on  it  at  length.  Its 
injustice  is  palpable  and  rlarii 

The  last  quotation  made  by  Mr.  Webster  for  the  purpose  of 
sustaining  the  chargss  he  had  made,  is  from  the  close  of  tha 
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despatch,  and  is  in  the  following-  words:  "I Will  add  nothing 
as  to  the  impropriety  of  suffering  any  feelings  that  find  their 
origin  in  the  past  pretensions  of  this  government,  to  Jiave 
an  adverse  influence  upon  the  present  conduct  of  Great 
Britain."  On  this  he  aska  whether  it  be  statesmanship?  or 
dignity?  or  elevated  regard  to  country.'  And  he  sums  up 
his  judgment  of  the  whole  document,  in  the  following  inqui- 
ry: "Can any  man  read  this  whole  despatch,  with  eandor,and 
not  admit  that  it  is  plainly  and  manifestly  the  writer's  object 
to  gain  credit  from  the  British  ministry  for  the  present  ad- 
ministration, at  the  expense  of  the  past?"  And  he  submits 
in  conclusion,  that  the  pervading  topic  through  the  whole  is 
"not  American  rights,  not  American  interes's,  not.  American 
defence,  but  denunciation  of  past  pretensions  of  our  own 
country,  reflections  on  the  past  administration, and  exultation 
and  loud  claim  of  merit,  for  the  administration  now  in  pow- 
er." 

I  have  now  read  to  you  all  the  proofs  adduced  by  Mr. 
Webster,  and  every  passage  of  his  comments,  which  is  mate- 
rial to  a  proper  understanding  of  the  grounds  of  his  decision. 
The  remainder  of  his  remarks— with  the  single  exception  of 
the  sickly  manner,  in  which  he  talks  of  the  'duty"  the  '-un- 
pleasant'duty,"  the  "most  unpleasant  duty  of  his  public  life" 
— is  precisely  what  it  should  have  been,  if  the  statements 
made  and  the  censures  bestowed,  in  the  former  part  of  his 
address,  had  been  correct  and  just.  I  have  proved,  by  evi- 
dence which  can  neither  be  repelled  nor  evaded,  in  respect  to 
all  the  special  circumstances  relied  upon  by  the  honorable 
Senator,  that  his  statements  are  palpably  incorrect,  and  his 
censures  as  palpably  unjust.  I  confess,  sir,  that  it  is  to  me, 
matter  both  of  astonishment  and  regret,  that  a  Senator  whose 
talents  and  reputation  are  even  among  his  compeers  so 
"proudly  eminent,"  should  have  perverted  his  splendid  powers 
to  a  work  so  wicked  and  so  weak. 

The  general  tone  of  the  whole  document,  and  the  propriety 
of  authorizing  Mr.  M'Lane  to  speak,  in  a  given  event,  of  our 
political  history  and  of  the  acts  of  our  public  men,  remain  to 
be  considered. 

I  wish,  sir,  that  every  person  who  takes  an  interest  in  this 
subject,  would  read  the  whole  of  these  celebrated  instructions. 
As  diey  occupy  about  a  dozen  large  octavo  pages,  such  a  pe- 
rusal is  indispensable,  if  we  would  form  an  accurate  judg- 
ment as   to  their  general  character  and  purpose.     He  who 
shall  read  them  with  but  a  moderate  degree  of  impartiality, 
will  find  that  with  a  ju3t  regard  to  the  rights  and  interests  of 
our  own  country,  there  is  blended  throughout  a  manly  frank- 
ness, which  is  calculated  to  inspire  confidence,  and  to  com- 
mand respect.     So  far  from  "  holding  with   England,"  and 
"  denouncing  the  past  pretensions  of  his  own  country,"  the 
Secretary  commences  with  the  declaration  that  "  the  policy 
of  the  United  States  in   relation   to  their  commercial    inter- 
course with  other  nations,  is  founded  on  the  principles  of  per- 
fect equality  and    reciprocity;    that  those    principles  "have 
been  adhered  to  with  scrupulous  fidelity  ;" — that  the  conven- 
tion with  Great  Britain  in   1815,   established  the  intercourse 
between  us   and  their  possessions  in  Europe   "on  just  and 
•qual  terms ;"  that,  we  then  desired  to   put  our   trade  to  the 
American  colonies,  on  the  same  footing  of  equality  and  jus- 
tice ; — and  that  to  establish  it  on  fair  terms  had  "  always  been 
the  sincere  object  of  this  country."     The  various  steps    by 
which  the  unfortunate  state  of  things,  existing  at  the  date  of 
the  instructions,  had  been  produced,  are  detailed  with  fidelity  ; 
the  grounds  on  which  we  were  liable   to  be  assailed,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  acts  and    omissions  of  a  former   administra- 
tion, are  then  frankly  stated  ;  the  injurious  consequences    to 
both  countries,  of  keeping  up  the  British  interdict,  are  strong- 
ly insisted  on  ;  the  wishes  of  the  President,  and  the  precise 
terms  on  which  he  is  willing  to  settle  the  matter,  are  clearly 
expressed  :  and  Mr.  M'Lane  is  directed  to  make  them  known 
in  such  a  plain  and  d;rect  manner  as  to  secure  a  prompt  and 
explicit  reply.     Tnis,  sir,  is  the  general  tone  of  the  instruc- 
tions ;  and    I  confess   that   I    find   in    them   nothing    incon-  | 
sistent  with  a  vigilant  regard  to  the  honor  of  the  nation. 

But  the  application  winch  Mr.  M  Lane  was  directed  to 
make,  had  been  twice  made  by  Mr.  Gallatin,  and  once  by 
M:'.  Barbour,  during  a  f ir.ner  alminisrration.  On  these  oc- 
sasions,  it  had  not  only  been  denied,  but  the  British  govern- 
ment had  refused  to  treat  upon  the  subject,  because  of  a  pre- 
vious omission  to  take  the  privilege  applied  for,  when  frankly 
offered  by  the  act  of  July  1825  Tnat  Mr.  McLme  would 
also  be  met  by  this  objection  ;  and  that  unless  it  could  be  an- 
ticipated and  removed,  it  would  again  interpose  an  insuperable 
bar  to  the  success  of  the  negotiation  ;  was  not  only  known  to 
those  who  gave  him  his  instructions,  but  to  the  whole  people. 
If  this  objection  were  brought  forward,  then, — and  then  only 


uentB  to  the  consequences  of  the  acts  and  omissions  of  their 
former  servants,  our  predecessors,  if  you  choose  to  do  so — 
because  they  had  a  general  authority  to  act  for  our  constit- 
uents, and  you  could  only  know  their  sentiments  by  the  acta 
of  their  agents — yet  in  truth  the  American  people  did  not 
approve  of  their  eon  luet  in  this  ma'ter ;  on  the  contrary,  the 
moment  they  became  acquainted  with  the  subject,  they  re- 
moved their  former  agents  from  the  stations  they  had  tilled, 
and  put  us  in  their  place,  for  the  express  purpose,  among 
other  things,  of  settling  this  very  affair  on  the  terms  before 
pro-nosed  by  you." 

Was  it  proper  to  instruct  Mr.  McLane  to  hold  this  language! 
Under  the  circumstances  of  this  case,  considering  the  interest 
which  the  people  ha  !  taken  in  the  matter — the  decision  they 
lied  pronounced — the  importance  of  the  particular  object  in 
view — und  the  still  greater  importance  of  placing  the  relations 
of  the  two  countries  on  u  friendly  looting — I  cannot  doubt 
that  it  was' so.  l>  is  undoubtedly  making  a  distinction  be- 
tween the  country  and  a  former  administration — not,  how- 
ever for  the  purpose  of  "  making  interest  for  a  parly,  rather 
than  for  the  covmhnfl — nor  with  the  view  of  "making  favor 
for  one  party  at  home,  against,  another" — but.  evidently  from 
a  sincere  ani  anxious  desire  to  secure  to  the  country — aye,  sir, 
to  the  "  whole  country" — the  advantages  in  question. 

In  making  this  distinction  no  injury  is  done  to  the  nation — 
there  is  nothing  in  it,  derogatory  to    the  power  of  the  coun- 
try.    I  grant  that  it  implies,  to  some  extent,    a  reflection  on 
the  conduct — perhaps  on  the  capacity  and  fairness — of  the 
former  administration.     And  I  do  not.  wonder  that  the  mem- 
bers of  thai  administration  should  feel  somewhat  restive  uiv 
deran  implication  of  this  sort.     But   an   implication  of  the 
same  character — though  stronger  and  more  humiliating — was 
contained  in  the    result  of  the  election  of  1829  ;    and  those, 
who,  by  that  election  were  brought  into  the  administration, 
were  not  only  authorised,  but  bound,  to  take  this  course,  for 
the  purpose  of  accomplishing  the  wishes  of  their  constituents. 
To  say  that  it  ought  not  to  have  been  taken,  because  it  involv- 
ed a  reflection — or  if  vou  please,   a  reproach — on  the  former 
administration,  is  to  place  the  character  and  interests  of  the 
public  agent  above  those  of  the  public  themselves — a  theory, 
which,  however,    it.  may  suit  the  meridian  of  some,  govern- 
ments, is,   in  my  judgment,  utterly  repugnant  to   the  princi- 
ples of  ours.     With  us,  sir,  the  people — the   "whole"  people 
— are  the  parties  really  interested  in  all  the  affairs  of  govern- 
ment, as  well  as  the  sources  of  all  political   power  ;  anil  the 
particular  administration  which  may  at  any  time  be  in  office, 
are  merely  the  instruments  by  which  they  act — the  organs  by 
'  which  they  speak.     In  their  intercourse  with  foreign  powers, 
as  well  as  ou  ail  other  subjects,  they  are  bound  to  express  the 
sentiments,  and  to  obey  the  will,  of  those  who  have  commis- 
sioned them.     I  do  not  profess,  Sir,  to  be   deeply  read  in  die 
history  of  diplomacy ;   but  unless    I    am   greatly    mistaken; 
these  principles  have  generally  been   acted  on,   for  the  last 
century,  even  by  the  governments  of  Europe.     But  however 
this  may  be,  they  spring  so  naturally  Jrom    the  character  of 
our  political  institutions,  and  are  so  congenial  to  justice  and 
common  sense,  that  hi  reference  to   ourselves,   I   entertain   a 
confident  persuasion  of  their  truth. 

I  trust,  sir,  I  have  shown  that  the  honor  of  the  republic  has 
not  been  tarnished  by  these  far  famed  instructions.     I  wish 
I  could  say  as  much  in  reference  to  all  the  negotiations  on 
this  subject. — This  however   cannot   be  said  of  that,  part  of 
diem  which  was  conducted  by  the  late  administration.     The 
general   tone  of  the  instructions  transmitted  by  Mr.  Clay  to 
Mr.  Gallatin,  ni  the  years   1326  and  '27,  is   that,  of  a  culprit 
who  knows  that  he  deserves,  and  fears  that  he  shall  feel,  the 
rod;  but  who,  in  the  very  act  of  deprecating  the  consequen- 
ces of  his  misconduct,  aggravates  his  offence,  and  seals  his 
condemnation,  by  resorting  to  quibbles  and  subterfuges.     It  is 
the  only  page  in  the  history  of  American  diplomacy  of  which 
we  have  reason  to  be  ashamed.     In  the  perusal  of  this  page, 
the  patriot  will  hang  his  head;  for  he  will  find  in  every  line 
the  windings  of  the  serpent,  but  not  a  trace  of  his  wisdom — 
the  weakness  of  the  dove,  but  none  of  her  simplicity  or  inno- 
cence.    Take  a  single  instance.     When  the  negotiation  was 
suspended  at  London,    in   July,   1324,   Mr.   Rush  wrote   to 
Washington  for  further  directions.   . None  were  sent  to  him; 
and  though  Mr.  King  was  sent   out  in  June,   1325,  and  re- 
mained nearly  a  year,  he  was  uninstructed  on  this  uoint.     Not 
a  line  was  written  on  the  subject  from  the  State  Department, 
until  the  19th  of  June,  1326,  when  Mr.  Clay  gave  his  in- 
structions to  Mr.  Gallatin,  who  was  then  about  taking  the 
place  of  Mr.  King,  and  the  special  object  of  whose  mission 
was  to  prevent  the  British  act  of  July,  1825,   from  being 
closed  upon  us.     To  avoid  this  result,  Mr.  Clay  instructs 


he  was  to  make  the  other  party  "  sensible  of  the  injustice  j  him  that  it  had  always  been  the  intention  of  our  goverutnen 
and  inexpediency  of  such  a  course,"  by  saying  to  them  in  to  resume,  at  London,  the  negotiation  which  had  been  sus- 
substance,   "altkuUgh  you  have  a  right  to  hold  our  consut-  I  pended  in  1924,  and  that  it  would  have  bean  id)  by   Air. 
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King,  had  not  the  .mil  d  various  other  en-  ■ 

cumstances,  prevented  him  from  entering  on  the  subject. 
Mr.  Gallatin,  in  Ins  first  letter  to  Mr.  t  ate  of 

the  2rith  ■  i   An  rht   forward   thii   statu 

supposing,  undi   ■  ,  that  it  Wti  Sir,  it  was  not  only 

not  true,  but  W     I  .;  in  lus  power  to  prove  that 

it  wa»  ■  ■■•.     I     |  |y  of  the  llth  of  S  26,  h< 

thus  sw*  ,  with  a  -  —the 

only  excuse  then  set  up  for  us  delay  :  "Mr,  (iulla- 

im,  in  hit  -,  'a  is  well  known 

thai)  ■  in  renewing  the  negotiation  upon  tl 

of  ill.  i  intercourse,  on  principles  of  mutual  accom- 

rsodation,  is  due  to  causes  not  m  latrolofthe  United 

S  tea,  principally  to  the  state  of  health  ni  Mr.  King.1 
I      -i  tins  i  umt,  the  in:  i  as  only  to  observe, /&ai  no 

intimation  that  Mr.  King  had  received  instruction*  which 
would  Ziure  enabled  hint  to  resume  the  negotiation,  was  ever 
before  communicated  to  the  British  government.  On  tin 
contrary,  'In-  only  communication  at  all  relating  to  tins  mat- 
ter, which  lui -  eve  r  reached  him  in  any  authentic  slui|  >■,  ws  i 
in  a  despatch  from  Mr.  Vaughun,  dated  the  22dol  March  last, 
(1926,)  wherein  tha     U  states  that    Mi  ad  in- 

formed him  that  he  should  not  l>e  able  tofutwish  Mr.  Kinir 
tcith  his  instructions  before  tin-  end  of  the  month  of  May. 

iMay,  1926,)  to  enable  him  to  recommence  the  aegotiatii 
uilgi  ai  must  have  been  the  mortification  i«f  our  Mi- 

nister when  lie  received  tin-  response!  He  transmitted  it  to 
Washingto  ,  and  subsequently  .  from  Mr.  Clay,  in  his 

despa:  h  of  the  11th  of  N  vt  mta  ..  1826,  a  Bea  »  I  of  excu- 
ses, (the  same  which  have  1  enn  ■  M  W<  iter,)  which 
were  just  us  es  i  1  thai 
which  had  preceded  them.  Tiiis  last  commanici 
taineu  a  reluctant  admiai  ion  of  th  -  fa  ;,  thai  no  instruclians 
on  this  point  were  ever  given  or  sent  to  Mr.  King;  with  n 
labored  hut  lame  attempt  to  prove  thai  the  former  - 
was  consistent  with  the  truth.  Tins  attempted  explanation 
was,  however,  so  entin  fficient,  that  Mr.  Gallatin  did 
not  venture  to  suj  o Mr.  Canning,  and  to  this  hour 
the  original  statemeni  lies  amoi  cnivi  s  of  the  British 
courr,  without  the  semblance  oi               ion  orexou     I 

I  will  not  detain  you  by  any  ci  on  tins  transaction, 

further  than  hat  as"  tins  is  the  first  instance  in  our 

history"  in  which      v  ryof  Stare  has  ever  dared  to  put 

an  untruth  in  the  mouth  of  a,  minister  abroad,  so  I  fervently 
pray  that  in  all  future  time,  it  may  ever  he  considered  "a  neg- 
ative example,  to  be  shunned  andatvoided"  by  all  his  succes- 
sors. Sir,  it  iras  "shunned  and  avoided  hy  his  immediate 
successor.  Vou  will  find  in  the  instruction  to  Mr.  McLane 
none  of  that  sort  of  "statesmanship"  with  which  the  Ian 
ministration  seemed  to  he  so  familiar. — On  the  contrary,  they 
are  marked  by  that  integrity  and  singleness  of  purpose — that 
ean.'or  and  plain  dealing — which  adorn  the  character  of  the 
I  it,  and  which,  under  his  ioflui  nee  and  direction,  have 

distinguished  all  our  recent  negotiations. 

But  whatev-r  may  ha\  ibeentl  of  Mr.  Clay  whilst 

B  .    it  must  be  i  .   that  now  he  a 

rivals  Mr.  Webster,   in  a  tet  iler  regard  for  the  honor  of  the 
country  and  the  character  of  our  diplomacy.     He  thinks  too, 
with  lus  distinguished  associate,  that  both  nave  come  to 
in  thehandsof  his  successor.     And  if  we  aw  lo  credit  their 
assertions,  all  -      a'ors  who  opposed  the   nomination — 

and  1  suppos.  set  who  gave  the  ensting 

vote — ht>  xclusivelv  influenced   by   this  elevated  mo- 

tive and  the  duties  which  flowed  from  it.  Sir,  it  is  always  a 
harsh  thing,  to  say  of  public  man,  thai  we  do  not  confine  in 
their  sol.  erntiona      i  I         8  natorswho 

been   brought  to  be- 
t  ion  was  d  character  of  the  nation, 

lam  not  l  sonfidenee  in  political 

leaders,  and  that  obliquity  of  understanding  which  is  the  nat- 
ural re»ti!t  of  prejudice  and  passion,  of  personal  interest  and 
party  teal,w    .  right  and  mtel  . 

to  believe,  w  I   mtnenu  ywould  never  have 

suspected;  and  to  mnke  thai  belief  the  foundation  of  their 
acts.  But  thai  'he  leaders  of  this  new  and  strr.neely  assort- 
ed coalition-^and  more  esneciallv  the  three  distinguished  in- 
dividuals whom  tlie  pnhlie  have  designated  as  its  heads- 
were  induced  to  tnk"  for  themselves,  and  to  nrge  upon  their 
followers,  this  unprecedented   step,  from  an  in  sense 

of  pubhr-  duty,  growing  out  of  a  sacred  regard  to  the  honor  of 
the  country,  and  from  noother  motive,  is  what  will  never  be 
believed  by  th»  intelligent  people  ,,f  t       !  |   States.     The 

common  sense  of  mankind  will  repudiate  the  idea  that  such 
etntl/l  hn  I  will  not  go    u 

m  which  rhiseonehiskm  willlw-  founded.  I'  ianeedlsss  that 
I  should  do  i  iks  for  itself,   in 

terms  so  plain  end  unambiguous,  •hat  'he  who  nine,  may 


\   formidable  rival — a  powerful  opponent — were  to 

be  put  out  of  the  way;  the  measures  of  tlic  administration 

were    to   be   tfawarti  ranged;  and  the   feelings  of  the 

I  nl   W(  i'    Ul  be  wounded  In  the   tendercst  noillt,    by  tbe 

sacru  ■  friend.      Those  who  reared  the  altar  on  which 

the  victim  was  immolated,  will  not  only  be  hj  Id  accountable 

for  the  injustice  of  the  act  itself,  but  for  polluting  with  «av- 

what  has  hitherto  been  deemi  d  consecrated  ground. 

Onfl  Word  more,  and  I  shall  trespass  no  longer  on  your  pa- 

l  in  -i .  reported  speech  of  Mr.  Clay,  that 

:.ii[  with  tbe  dignity   of  ihe   Senate,  and 

eut  to  the  ipiehiion  before  them,  to    assail    the  cliDn.cn  r 

v  w  York.     "Aii  odious  system  uf  proscri]  lion,"  says  the 

Konarable  Senator,   ildravn    from    tin  wont    periods  of  the 

Roman  republic,  is  constantly  acted  on  in  that  State."  My 
friend,  Col.  FrFKown,  with  indignai.i  eloquence,  has  advert- 
ed  to  Wis  attack.  I  allude  to  it  for  another  purpose,  lam 
happy  to  avail  myself  of  the  reference  of  Mr.  Clay;  for  what- 
ever ma  I  ■  its  ap|  lication  to  any  tiling  which  now  exists,  or 
listed,  in  .New  York,  k  is  peculiarly  appropriate  to 
tbe  measure  we  are  considering.    If  1  have  rightly  read  the 

i  .,•  of  thai  far  famed  republic,  uu  iror>t  period  was  when 
tbe  highly  gifted,   but  licentious  i  iate   Antony,   and 

that  arch  dissembler,  OetaviusCa    ir,  formed,  with  the  rest- 

tnd  aspiring Lepidus,  the  Sscotsn  Tbiumvisate.  You 
■  ct,  Sir,  the  history  of  that  infamous  coalition. — Kach  of 
its  members  aimed  at  tbe  sovereign  power;  each  hated  the 
other;  though  at  the  moment,  Octaviua  was  professedly  the 
i  supporter  of  Antony.  The  immediate  object  was, 
to  combine  a  force  sufficiently  i  owerful  to  put  down  their 
competitors  and  ins.    For  this  purpose,  Lepidus,  who 

was  despised  by  both  Ins  coai  \w;s  brought   into  the 

Triumvirate;  and  by  his  vote  the  "black  proscription"  was 
I  first  orator  m  Rome  was  the  chief  object  of 
their  hate,  and  one  of  their  earliest  victims;  though  on  this 
point  Octayius  affected  to  yield  a  reluctant  assent  to  the  wish- 
es of  his  associates.     'Whether,  in  the  end,    he    ascribed    that 

ot  to  a  solemn  conviction  of  duty  to  the  republic,  is  not 
recorded  by  the  historians;  but  it  ia  recorded,  that  his  pretend- 
ed reluctance  an  the  case  of  Cicero,  was  the  merest  affectation 
— After  having  Bervsd  the  turn  for  which  he  had  been  used, 
the  miserable  Lepidus  was  abandoned  to  obscurity  and  con- 
tempt. In  the  fate  of  his  prototype  the  Lepidus  of  this  Se- 
cond Coalition  may  read,  with  unerring  certainty, his  own 
approaching  doom;  and  in  the  sentence  which  impartial  pos- 
terity has  passed  on  the  motives  and  conduct  of  that,  1  anti- 
,  v.  rli  confidence,  the  judgment  of  the  American  people, 
on  the  acts  and  motives  of  this  Triumv  irate. 

Note. — The  preceding  remarks  were  delivered,  and  a  great 
part  of  them  written  out,  before  tin  f\  eeches  of  Senators  Smith, 
Forsyth,  and  Many,  and  tbe  second  speech  of  Mr.  Webster 
were  received  at  Albany.  Some  of  tiie  points  might  have 
bet  n  strengthened,  if  the  author  had  had  the  benefit  of  the 
facts  resting  within  the  personal  knowledge  of  Messrs.  Smith 
and  Fi  ad  which  are  stated  in  then-  respective  speech- 

ea  To  prevent  misapprehension,  it  is  proper  to  observe,  that 
the  lull  to  which  Mr.  Forsyth  refers,  as  having  been  lost,  in 
consequence  of  a  disagreement  between  the  two  houses  as  to 
tin  amendments  made  in  the  House  of  Representatives, 
was  introduced  in  tbe  Bessionof  18-6-7;.  whereas the  proced- 
ings  red  rred  to  above,  all  took  place  in  the  setsion  of  1825-6, 
Hint  before  the  mission  of  Mr.  Gallatin. 

As  Mr.  Webster  has  not,  in  his  second  speech,  corrected  any 
of  the  errors  contained  in  his  former  remarks,  I  find  no  occa- 
sion for  altering  what  I  hod  said  and  written  out.  But  there 
are  two  points,  in  his  last  remarks,  which  deserve  sotice. 

Mr.  Webster  has  attempted  to  show,  thsj  the  l,vrettnskm" 
spoken  of  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  as  having  been  '•abandoned  hy 
who  first  set  it  up,"  I  ad  in  truth  originated  with  Gen- 
eral  Washington;  and  to  prove  this  he  quotes  a  paragraph 
lie  in  the  instructions  of  President  Washington  to  Mr.  Morn?, 
dated  mOctol  i  r,  1789.  In  this  i  usage,  Mr.  Morris  is  direct- 
ed to  insist  "on  the  privilege"  [another  instance  of  tbe  use  of 
this  offensive  teim,  and  by  the  father  of  Ins  country  too]  "of 
carrying  our  productions,  in  our  vessels,  to  their  Islands,  and 
of  bringing  in  return  the  productions  of  those  Islands,  to  our 
own  portsand  markets,"  as  one  of  the  highest  importance. ,— 
On  the  supposition,  that  tins  was  the  identical  pretension 
which  had  been  spoken  of  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  Mr.  W. 
indulges  himself  in  a  fancied  triumph,  which  would  be  ofex- 
•leinely  short  duration  if  be  would  condescend  to  give  his  at- 
m  to  the  precise  character  of  the  "nretensum"  referred 
.Mr.  V.  II.  It  was  not  a  claim  to  be  allowed  "to  carry 
out  o\rn  productions,  in  our  n s.-rls  to  the  H  est  India  Inl- 
ands, and  to  bring  in  return  the  productions  nf  those  /vi- 
ands to  our  otcn  ports,"  which  was  the  privilege  claimed  by 
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permuted  to   carry 


ductions  to  those  Islands,  and  loenterthem  there  free 
protecting  duties  imposed  on  our  -pi od tire.  Ibis  is 
tension  referred  toby  Mr.  Van  Bnren,  as  will  be  seen 


President    Washington;  but  a  claim  to 

our  prod 

of  the  protc 

the  pretension  referred  toby  _ 

on  reference  to  his  instructioHs;  and  of  this,  not  a  word  is  said 

in  the  extinct  from  General  Washington. 

A°-ain:     Mr.  Webster  refers  to  our  act  of  the  1st  of  March 
1823;  to  show  that  "Congress  itself  has  sanctioned  tins  same 
•■pretension."     This  act,  he  informs  us,  was  passed  two  years 
before  the  commencement  of  Mr.  Adams'  administration,  and 
in  a  note  he  adds  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  himself  a  member 
of  the  Senate  and  Mr.  M'Lane  of  the  House,  at  the  time  ot  its 
passage— and  upon  this,  he  asks  various  questions,  all  found- 
ed on  the  supposition  that  this  law  was  "overlooked  or  forgot- 
ten"   when  the  instructions  were  penned;  and  tending  to  as- 
cribe this  fiict  to  the  want  of  any  "tolerable  arquaintanrc  with 
the  history  of  the  negotiations  of  the  U.  S.  or  their  legisla- 
tion, if-c. 

Now  I  have  already  explained  above,  what  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
cen  had  said  on  this  point;  and  to  prove  that  he  was  acquaint- 
ed with  the  fact  that  the  pretension  referred  to  was  brought 
forward  whilst  Mr.  Monroe  was  President,  I  referred  to  this 
very  law  o/1923,  as  once  in  which  it  was  embodied,  and 
irhich  was  also  stated  at  length  in  the  instructions.  Jn 
page  5  of  the  instructions,  Mr.  V.  B.  introduces  this  law,  as 
■"the  next  material  step  in  the  movements  of  the  two  govern- 
ments." And  on  account  of  "the  influence  which  it  had  ob- 
viously had  on  the  course  of  affairs,  in  relation  to  the  trade 
in  question,"  he  proceeds  to  state  its  contents,  which  he  sums 
up  in  four  particulars,  the  second  of  whioh  ia  as  follows  : — 
"2d'ly.  It  put  forth  a  claim  which  had  been  previously  ad- 
vanced by  us  in  our  negotiations  upon  the  subject  but  al- 
ways resisted  by  Great" Britain,  viz;  that  no  higher  duties 
should  be  imposed  upon  the  productions  of  the  United  States 
in  the  British  Colonial  ports,  than  upon  those  of  Great  Bri- 
tain herself,  or  her  other  colonies,  and  which  had  been  levied 
Jot  the  protection  of  their  own  produce.  This  was  done  by 
giving  an  authority  to  the  President  to  suspend  the  payment 
of  our  discriminating  duties  by  British  vessels,  coming  from 
the  colonies,  upon  being  satisfied  that  no  such  duties  were 
levied  in  the  colonies  on  our  produce,  and  by  declaring  that, 
until  such  evidence  was  given,  payment  should  continue  to 
be  exacted." — [Instructions,  p.  6.] 

And  yet  Mr.  Webster  would  really  wish  the  people  of  the 
"United  States  to  believe,  that  the  instructions  were  written  in 
utter  ignorance  of  this  law,  thus  spead  out  upon  their  face  ! — 
ts  it  possible  that  he  has  yet  read  those  instructions  7  If  he 
^asnot  yet  read  them,  what  is  his  judgment  on  them  worth? 
if  he  has  read  them,  wliat  is  the  value  of  his  candor  ? 

REMARKS  OF  HON.  WM.  L,.  MARCY, 

Jn  the  U.  S.  Senate,  on  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Van  Buren. 

Mr.  Marcy  said,  that  he  had  intimated  heretofore,  more 
than  once,  that  it  was  riot  his  intention  to  offer  to  the  Senate 
any  observations  upon  the  main  question  now  before  them. 
What  regarded  the  public  conduct  of  the  prese-.u  Minister  to 
London,  was  better  understood  by  other  members,  and  what 
was  to  be  said  in  explanation  or  vindication  of  it,  would  be 
better  said  and  better  received  from  most  of  them,  by  reason 
of  their  great  experience  in  public  affairs,  and  their  particular 
knowledge  of  the  transactions  which  have  been  brought  under 
review  in  this  discussion.  He  had  determined  that  it  would 
be  his  duty  to  trouble  the  Senate  with  remarks,  only  in  case 
topics  should  be  introduced  into  the  debate,  with  which  he 
might  well  be  supposed,  fioin  his  local  situation,  to  be  parti- 
cularly acquainted. 

The  occasion  which  rendered  it  proper,  that  he  should  say 
something,  had  arisen  in  consequence  of  what  had  fsllen 
from  the  Hon.  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay.)  His  at- 
tack was  not  confined  to  the  nominee;  it  reached  the  State 
which  he,  (Mr.  M.)  represented  in  this  body.  One  of  the 
grounds  of  opposition  to  the  Minister  to  London,  taken  b)'  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky,  was  the  pernicious  system  of  party 
politics  adopted  by  the  present  administration,  by  which  the 
honors  and  offices  were  put.  up  to  be  scrambled  for  by  parti- 
sans &c.  A  system  which  the  minister  to  London,  as  the 
Senator  from  Kentucky  alleged,  had  brought  here  from  the 
State  in  which  he  formerly  lived,  and  had  for  so  long  a 
time  acted  a  conspicuous  part  in  its  political  transactions. 
I  know,  sir,  said  Mr.  M.  that  it  is  the  habit  of  some  gentlemen 
to  speak  with  censure  or  reproach  of  the  politics  of  New- 
York.  Like  other  states,  we  have  contests,  and  as  a  neces- 
sary consequence,  triumphs  and  defeats.  The  state  is  large, 
with  great  and  diversified  interests;  in  some  parts  of  it,  com- 
merce is  the  object  of  general  pursuit-;  in  others,  manufac- 


tures and  agriculture  are  the  chief  concerns  of  its  citizens. 
We  have  men  of  enterprise  and  talents,  who  aspire  to  public- 
distinction.  It  is  natural  to  expect  from  these  circumstances 
and  others  thai  might  be  alluded  to,  that  her  politics  should. 
excite   more    interest    at    home,     and   attract    more   attention1 

:,!,, 1,  than  those  of  other  states  in  the  confederacy. 

It  may  be,  sir,  that  the  politicians  of  New  York  are  not  so' 
fastidious  as  some  gentlemen  are,  as  to  disclosing  the  princi- 
ples on  which  they  act.  They  boldly  preach  what  they  prac- 
tice. When  they  arc  contending  for  victory,  they  avow  their 
intention  of  enjoying  the  fruits  of  it.  If  they  are  defeated,. 
they  expect  to  retire  from  office;  if  they  are  successful,  they 
claim,  as  a  matter  of  right,  the  advantage  of  success.  They 
see  nothing  wrong  in  the  rule,  that  to  the  victor  belongs  the- 
spoils  of  the1  enemy. 

But  if  there  be  anv  thing  wrong  in  the  policy  which  the- 
Senator  from  Kentucky  has  so  strongly  reprobated,  he  should 
know  that  this  policy  was  not  confined  to  the  Minister  to 
London  and  his  friends  in  New  York,  but  is  practised  by  his 
[Mr.  Clay's]  own  political  friends  in  that  State:  he  should 
know  that  if  to  one  man,  more  than  any  other  now  living,  the- 
existence  of  that  policy  is  to  be  ascribed,  it  is  to  one  ot  the- 
Senator's  own  political  friends.  The  practice  of  making  ex- 
tensive changes  in  the  offices,  on  the  change  of  parties  in  that 
State,  was  begun,  I  believe  before  the  nominee  was  upon  the 
political  stage,  certainly  while  he  was  quite  a  young  man, 
and  before  he  had  acquired  great  consideration  in  political  af- 
fairs. I  must  be  permitted,  sir,  to  say,  that  of  all  the  party 
men  with  whom  I  have  acted,  or  been  particularly  acquaint- 
ed, (and  the  number  of  such  is  not  small,)  I  know  of  no  one 
who  has  acted  with,  or  advised  to,  more  moderation  than  the 
person  whose  nomination  we  are  now  considering. 

When  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  condemns  the  present  ad- 
ministration for  making  removals  from  office,  and  then  as- 
cribes the  act  to  the  pernicious  system  of  politics  imported 
from  New  York,  I  fear  he  does  not  sufficiently  consider  the 
peculiar  circumstances  under  which  the  present  administra- 
tion came  into  power.  General  Jackson  did  not  come  in  un- 
der the  same  circumstances  that  Mr.  Adams  did,  or  Mr.  Mem- 
roe,  or  Mr.  Madison.  His  accession  was  like  that  of  Mr. 
Jefferson.  He  came  in,  sir,  upon  a  political  revolution.  The- 
contest  was  without  a  parallel.  Much  political  bitterness- 
was  engendered.  Criminations  and  recriminations  were  made. 
Slanders  of  a  most  extraordinary  character  flooded  the  land. 
When  the  present  Chief  Magistrate  took  upon  himself  the  ad- 
ministration of  the  government,  he  found  almost  all  the  offi- 
cers, from  the  highest  to  the  lowest,  filled  by  political  ene- 
mies. That  his  Cabinet  was  composed  of  his  friends,  no  one- 
will  complain.  Thei  reasons  for  thus  composing  it  will  apply 
with  considerable  force  to  many  of  the  officers  under  the  heads 
of  the  several  departments. 

If  some  dismissals  of  the  subordinate  officers  in  those  de- 
partments were  made,  it  will  not  be  asserted  that  all  opposed 
to  the  administration  were  discharged.  I  have  heard  it  confi- 
dently asserted,  by  those  who  I  supposed  spoke  with  knowl- 
edge on  the  subject,  that  many,  perhaps  a  majority  of  those 
retained— and  almost  all  were  retained— belong  now  to  the 
opposition — they  are  the  political  supporters  of  the  honorable 
Senator  from  Kentucky. 

I  have  good  reasons— very  good  reasons,  for  believing,  that 
it  is  the  "gentleman's  rule  of  conduct,  to  take  care  of  his 
friends  when  lie  is  in  power.  It  requires  not  the  foresight  of 
a  prophet,  to  predict,  that  if  he  shall  come  into  power,  he  will 
take  care  of  his  friends,  and  if  he  does,  I  can  assure  him,  I 
shall  not  complain;  nor  shall  I  be  in  the  least  surprised  if  he 
imitate  the  example  which  he  now  so  emphatically  denounces. 
Now  I  am  up,~I  will  offer  a  few  words  relative  to  the  much 
censured  instructions  to  our  former  Minister  to  England.  I 
must  say,  I  have  discovered  in  them  nothing  to  merit  or  pro- 
voke die  harsh  strictures  bestowed  on  them.  They  do  not,  in 
my  opinion,  furnish  a  fit  occasion  for  the  Senator  from  Ken- 
tucky, to  impute  to  Mr.  Van  Buren,  as  he  has  done,  with 
passionate  emphasis  and  frequent  reiteration,  a  charge  of 
falsehood  or  culpable  ignorance.  The  language  which  he 
desired  might  be  taken  down,  is,  "  That  Mr.  Van  Buren 
stated  what  was  false,  or  he  was  culpably  ignorant  for  not 
knowing  that  it  'was  false."  The  instructions  allege,  that 
those  who  first  asserted  certain  claims  to  interfere  with  the 
regulations  of  Great  Britain,  as  to  the  Colonial  trade,  aban- 
doned, them,  &c.  The  Senator  from  Kentucky  chooses  to 
consider  this  adeclaration,  tha*  a  the  late  ndminiBtration</Jr«< 
asserted  the  claims,  and  then  abandoned  them.  If  we  admit 
his  construction  to  be  the  true  one,  to  what  does  it  amount? 
He  does  not  deny — indeed  it  is  expressly  admitted— that  the 
late  administration  asserted  the  claims,  and  then  waived  them. 
What  then  is  the  mitrhty  difference  between  the  assertion  in 
the  instructions,  and  the  fact  as  admitted  here?    We  are  told 


ii 


that  the  late  adououtroti  i  them —        N         U     P        eitf,  is  the  law.    The  Secretary  can  do  no 

that  they  were  set  up  under  the  administration  of  Mr.  Monro*.  \  acl  without  tlje  direction  of  the  President,  and  whatever  he 
It'  tins  pretende  I  iui-  f  such  a  flagitious  bly  to  the  (  oij)  the  Secretary  under 

1ms  been  tr  i  vi-ti  ton,   it  is  natural  to  expect  th  kes,  must  perform.     What  is  the  oath  ?     "Well 


clmii'.;  •  I:' 

be  the    .  -  in  the  use   uf 

the  word  :ixr  niit  that  trurd  at  id  let  us  see   w\  ■ 

the  meaning    I  is  mutenully  changed.      W 

the  late  administratiou  were  the  Jens!  to  assert  the  claiius,aad 
then  gave  them  u  ;  on  -•  rted  them  aftei  they  had  l<eeu  pre- 
viously asserted  by  Mr.   Monroe's  administration,  and  then 
i  ii  .  .-  .  the  same  dung.     It'  there  wus 


'  tithf  illy  t  the  trust  commuted  to  him."    What 

0   idience  to  the  instructions  of   the  Presidenl 
'"  all  e  u  institution  is  not  tu  be  violated. 

I  have,  M      I*      .  •   i  .     .1  Uiirty-nine  years  in  Congress, 
and  this  is  tin-  tiist  occasion  I  have  ever  heard  any  other  eon- 
Usfy  urged,  than  "ihat  the  instructions  given  to 
mini  act  of  the  President."     All   the  in- 

tone I  remember  commence  thus — "1  am  instructed  by 
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any  thing  srruug  "i  g  claims  or  ore-  |  the  i'  to  give    von    the    following  \  ii  >..  -,  oYa,  Ac.1*  or 

words  to  thai  effect.     1  well  remember  a  case  in  point,  which 
transpired  whib     I  I  in  Congress  more  than  thirty  years 

1  .  as  calk  '1  from  my  seat  by  the  ihen  S  tcretary  ofthe 
Pfavy.  11  asked  me  what  the  house  of  Representatives 
doing.  1  replied  that  they  were  discussing  the  Report  of 
Mr.  Pickering.  L)o  tin  II  e  consider  it  as  die  report  of  the 
ary  uf  State.'  It  is  considered  as  the  act  of  the  Presi- 
dent, who  sent  it.  and  how  could  it  otherwise  be  Considered?  I 
eome,  said  the  Secretary,  bom  Mr.  Adams,  to  request  you  to 
hat  he  disavows  it,  and  trusts  that  the  House  will  con- 
sider it  as  the  net  of  Mr.  Pickering,  und  not  as  his  (Mr.  Ad- 
an.  -')ac.  I  returned  into  the  House  of  Representative.-',  and- 
in  the  debate,  took  occasion  to  comment  upon  the  report,  as 
severely  as  die  rej  on  reflected  upon  Mr.  Gerry  for  remaining 
in  Franc  .  I  was  called  to  order  three  times.  I  then  asked 
the  Speaker  in  what  respect  I  was  out  of  order.  He  replied, 
"you  must  consider  the  report  as  the  act  ofthe  President;  for 
the  Executive  had  mai!e  it  his  by  sending  it  to  the  House." 
I  answered,  that  the  President  disavowed  it,  and  therefore  i 

!  not  treat  the  report  as  the  President's.  I  took  my  ?e..t. 
An  apt  eal  from  the  Speaker's  decision  was  had,  and  the  vote 
ot  the  House  sustained  the  opinion  of  the  Speaker,  by  u  huge 
majority,  thus  establishing  that  the  President  was  responsib.e, 
and  not  th  •  Secretary,  for  acts  done  under  his  authority.  In 
the  case  before  us,  the  President  gave  lu3  directions;  the  in- 
structions were  put  into  form  by  the  Secretary;  the  President 
read  and  ■  iproved  them,  and  they  were  delivered  to  Mr. 
McLaiie.     How  do  we  know   but  that  the  paragraph  which 


tensions,  and  dieu  giving  tliein  up,  '  icu  red  by 

the  late  administration  in  so  doi  much  mitigated  by 

the  eireuiaaaaace  th  it  a  pr<  ■  ninistraiiou  had  u 

similar  claims  oi  1  i  to   me  dial  if  a 

e.msf  uf  eeneure  had  not  been  •  h  wanted,  such  an 

one  as  this  Would  not  have  been    limited   Up  and  put  forth  so 
prominently. 

Tlie  manner  in  which  our  late  minister  to  L  indon  was  in- 
structed tu  con  ughtl  know.be 
unusual;  but  it  doe  eai  tome  to  be  ceusurahle.  The 
whole  aifan  ptesent*  itself  to  ineasa  very  plain  matter.  The 
Brn  -  .melt,  by  then-  act  of  Parliament  of  1825,  offer 
to  th-  l  States  a  partici  ation  m  the  trade 
\  ,  on  certain  conditions,  the  particulars  of 
which  ii  is  not  at  ail  necessary  now  to  consider.  That  ud- 
ininistrution,  for  s  line  reason  or  other — probably  in  the  hope 
of  getting  beuei — refua  d  die  ',  and  claimed  more 
odva  -  ones,  as  a  matter  of  right;  but  afterwards,  find- 
ing, I  presume,  thai  better  terms  could  not  be  obtained,  and 
their  claim  of  right  could  not  l»-  !,  concluded  to  take 
those  that  were  first  offered  and  had  been  refused.  When 
they  1  to  take  these  terms,  th*  Bi  tish  government  told 
them  they  were  too  late,  and  positively  refus  id  to  gram  what 
it  had  before  offered.  The  col  inia]  trade  was  Tost  to  the 
.country.  Tin-  late  administration  attempted  to  recover  it — 
they  made  inure  than  i  ue  attempt  to  open  a  nag  ifiuMou  with 
the  British  government,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  that  trade 
:ns  on  wliich  u  had  been  offere  I  to  and  refused 
by  them.  This  wat  ttionof  a£  pain-  ,  has  offended  the  delicate  sensibilities  of  gentlemen,  had  been 
istntione  ■  r.  The  commercial  interests  of  the  actually  dicta  ed  by  the  Presidents  I  do  not  think  it  at  all 
country  required  that  tln-ir  success  >rs,  who  thought  the  terms  j  improbable,  and  if  so,  is  it  not  an  act  of  gross  injustice  to  make 
offered  by  tin  Br  I  ah  governme  it  should  have  been  accepted,  |  Mr.  Van  Buren  responsible  for  it!  The  paragraphs  so  fre- 
should  make  an  effort  to  regain    dial   important  trade.     As    quently  alluded  to  in  debate,  are  substantially  true.     I  admit, 


o'iation  had  be  uedly  and  orily  refused  to 

the  United  Sta'ea,   ii    -.  isary  to  offer  some  ezeuse  for 

.    .     That         'use  was  found  in  the    public 

and  the  administration  of  the  affairs  uf 

the  United  S  -1  from  the  hands  of  those  whore- 

!  the  offered  term-,  into  the  hands  of  those  who  thought 

a-  ought  to  have  been  B  and  who  c   u- 

■  iem.     Mr.McLaoe, 

was  insTuced   o  us-  this  fad  Up  i-  y  obstacle  to  0 

mg  the  negotiation  for  die  r  c  .very  of  the  lotl    W<  -t   India 
trail  .  ild  be  interposed  on  account  of 

the  ill-inner  in   which  the  late  administration.had  mat 

•ti'iir.     1  co  if  I  cannot  see  any   thing  wrong  in 

latructions.     I  see  no  invoking  of  Ja- 

.  considerations — no  abandonment  of  honor  or 

i,  nay  call  it  novel  diplomacy;  but  I  call 

it  plain  deeding,  an  I  the  result  lias  shown  it  was  a  successful 

netrotiati 


III: M  LRKS  OF  HON.  S.  SMITH, 

/'i  tlie  I  .  8    6  I  the  n  uninationoJ'Mr.  Wm  Buren. 

Mr.  President     I  have  said,  "that, I      9  fStateis 

not  n  i  by  order  ot  the  Presi- 

;"—  -ha',  die   I'  is    thi    on  .    rt      msible    person 

m   t;  the    •  n.     lu  E  -r:  ind,  agreeably  I 

k  •  no  wrong;  and  lu^  advisers  are 

i.    0 
.    I  I  ie  S  tate  D 

•  try  n  i-  a 
and  I  I  >'  nir 

I  \  .  .  dl  perfonnan  iuch  dun 

from  tune  to  tune  be  enjoined  on,  or   entru  ID,  by  the 

I'  ,  .       4  of  the  Unit      S 
tiOIll  r instructions, 

tour  with  public  mi  .:.--.- is  ot  c  insulsfrom  the  l  uited  S 
or  to  •     with   p  from  foreign   states  or 

princes,  and  furthermore,  that  tlie  said  principal  olficer,  (Sec- 
retary of  State)  shall  conduct  the  business  of  the  srid  depart- 
ment, in  such  manner  as  die  President  of  the  United  States, 
shall  from  tune  to  ti  icr  and  instruct." 


they  mi  tht  as  well  have  been  omitted.  Some  one  has  said, 
that  he  "did  not  believe  that  Gen.  Jackson  had  ever  read  the 
instructions."  Little  does  that  Senator  know  the  President, 
if  he  believes  BO.  I  can  assure  that  Senator,  that  the  President 
read,  and  carefully  too,  the  instructions  to  Mr.  McLane,  and 
approved  tin-m.*  1  wish  that  Senator  would  converse  with 
the  President  upon  any  of  our  national  affairs,  and  he  will  cer- 
tainly find  that  the  President  is  as  well,  and  I  might  say  bet- 
ter informed  than  himself,  on  any  thing  done  in  any,  or  all,  of 

paiiiii'-ii'.-,  and  on  all  matters  relating  to  our  foreign  af- 
fairs. A;  least  I  have  found  him  so;  in  all  matters,  as  well, 
a  .  I  in  some  much  better  informed  dian  I  am.  He  is  known 
by  his  friends  to  be  particularly  well  informed  in  every  thing 
that  relates  to  our  foreign  lelations. 

A  Senator  from  Maine  [Mr.  Holmes]  has  said  that  Mr. 
MI.  ne  was  sent  to  bow  and  cringe  at  the  feet  of  the  Bri- 
tish Mi. iiriei."  That  S  uator  knows  little  of  Mr.  McLanel 
What!  a  naive  Ann  nenn,  the  son  of  a  distinguished  otlicer 
oi  the  revolution,  bow  and  cringe  at  the  feet  of  uny  man'.'  I 
can  assure  that  Senator  thai  Mr.  McLane  is  not  made  of  such 
pliant  materials.  No  sir,  Mr.  McLane  came  to  the  point  at 
once,  lie  asked  _/br  what  was  right.  He  set  up  no  silly 
pretensions.     He  frankly  demanded  what  his  country  requi- 

T  Ministry  tried  to  avoid  a  negotiation  as  they  did 
with  Mr.  Gallatin.     But,  sir,  his  firmness  and  frankness  con- 


*  Since  the  above  s;ieech  was  delivered,  I  have  seen  and 
conversed  with  tin-  President,  and  have  been  authorized  'o 
Bay,  "that  the  objectionable  paragraphs  alluded  to  in  die  de- 
bate, were  dictated  by  him  to  Mr.  Van  Hare.:,  thut  they  were 
his  in",  and  not  the  act  of  Mr.  Van  Buren;"  and  I  have  been 
,  mod,  by  a  .Senator  from  Tennessee,   that 

trior  to  his  leaving  home,  to  assume  his  station  in  the  Senate^ 
the  President  had  told  him,  that  he  (Gen.  Jackson)  Would,  on 

all  occasions  of  consequence,  re. pi. re  the  opinion  of  big  cabinet 

in  writing,  thus  (as  the  Senator  understood  him)  dispensing 
with  Cabinet  n.e-  tu  gs.  Tiie  fact,  then,  uf  nut  calling  his 
Cabinet  tugether,  was  the  President's  own  act,  and  not  m 
consequence  of  die  advisement  of  Mr.  Van  Buret),  as  has  been 
so  repeatedly  affirmed. 
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altered  all  reluctance  of  the  Ministry  to  enter  into  a  negotia- 
tion. He  convinced  them,  that  they  had  departed  from  a  ri- 
gid construction  of  the  Act  of  Parliament  of  July,  1825,  in 
the  cases  of  France,  Russia,  and  Spain;  they  coma  not,  there- 
fore, in  justice,  he  asserted,  refuse  a  similar  departure,  in  the 
demand  of  equal  justice  to  die  United  States.  He  frankly 
told  them  that  he  had  come  for  the  sole  purpose  of  opening 
the  Colonial  trade,  and  that  if  not  indulged  in  a  negotiation,  he 
would  return  home.  Call  you  this  bowing  and  cringing  at 
the  feet  of  the  British  Ministry']  Is  there  any  cringing  in  the 
d  ispatchea  of  Mr.  McLane  ?  No  one  will  say  there  is.  The 
truth  is,  Mr.  President,  and  it  ought  to  he  known  to  the  people 
that  the  front  of  the  offence  is,   the  negotiation  has  com 


The  •Senator  from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Clay,)  has  charged  JMr. 
McLane  with  having  done  injury  to  tiie  navigating  interest 
by  the  opening  of  the  St.  Lawrence,  and  the  northern  ports 
to  our  fiee  intercourse — thus  transferring,  as  he  said,  the  car- 
rying of  the  produce  of  Michigan,  Indiana,  Ohio,  New-York 
Vermont  and  Maine,  to  British  ships,  which  would  otherwise 
have  been  carried  by  our  own  ships.  I  believe  the  farmers  of 
those  States  do  not  complain.  They  know  that  their  produce 
sold  in  Montreal,  is  received  there  free  of  duty,  and  is  carried 
to  England,  Ireland  and  the  West  Indies,  us  if  it  were  die 
produce  of  Canada.  It  is  of  little  importance  to  thein  who 
is  the  carrier,  provided  they  get  an  additional  market,  and  a 
better  price  for  their  produce.     I  regret,  Mr.  President,  that  I 


plclely succeeded  under  the  instructions  given  by  Mr.   Van  |  cannot  give  the  credit  of  that  important  art  to  Mr.  McLane. 


Buren,  and  as  cotnpletely  failed  under  those  of  another — 
a  crime  that  never  can  be  forgiven  by  the  opponents  of  Gen. 
J.ukson.  They  will  never  pardon  him  for  his  suceeumg  in 
all  the  negotiations,  in  which  the  preceding  administration 
had  completely  failed.  For  instance,  the'late  administration 
had  attempted' and  failed,  in  all  the  following  important  ob- 
jects, namely: — In  the  claims  of  France:  In  the  opening  of 
the  Black  Sea  to  our  commerce  :  In  making  a  treaty  with 
Mexico  :  In  obtaining  from  Colombia  a  reduction  of  the  du- 
ties on  our  produce  and  manufactures,  and  in  equalizing  the 
duties  charged  upon  our  trade,  with  those  charged  to  England. 
In  all  these  matters,  there  was  a  complete  failure  by  the  one, 
and  complete  success  by  the  other  administration.  The  suc- 
cessful negotiations  were  under  the  instructions  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren.  How  then  can  Mr.  Van  Buren  be  pardoned  by  those 
who  had  failed  ?  It  was  true,  that  the  Convention  with  Den- 
mark and  Brazils  for  seizures,  had  been  closed,  or  nearly  so, 
when  the  present  administration  came  into  office.  Payment 
by  Sweden  was  effected  by  Mr.  Cornell,  the  agent  of  the 
claimants,  without  any  instructions,  having  been  received 
by  the  Charge  des  Affaires.  The  Charge*  acted,  he  told  me, 
as  a  private  friend  of  the  agent,  a:id  succeeded. 

[The  Seiiator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay,)  in  a  subsequent 
speech,  remarked,  that  he  had  himself  instruted  Mr.  Hughes, 
the  Charge  des  Affaires  to  Sweden,  to  attend  to  the  elaims  of 
our  Merchants  against  Sweden,  and  that  the  Senator  from 
Maryland  (Mr.  Smith,)  was  either  mistaken  or  misinformed. 
Mr.  Smith  made  no  reply,  but  addressed  a  note  to  the  Se- 
cretary of  State,  for  information,  whether  Mr.  Clay,  when 
Secretary  of  S;ate,  had  ever  given  the  instructions,  which  he 
asserted,  had  been  given  by  him  to  Mr.Hughes.  The  reply  of 
the  Secretary  of  State,  contradicts  the  averment  of  Mr.  Clay 
on  this  point.]* 


II ..-,  however,  had  nothing  to  do  with  n. 
of  his   arrangement.     The  opening:  of 


It 


♦(NOTE.)  The.  following  letter  and  accompanying  ex- 
tract from  another  letter  on  the  same  subject,  have  been  recei- 
ved from  the  Secretary  of  State. 

Department  of  State,  } 

Washington,  Jan.  30,  1332.  i 

Samuel  Smith,  Esq.  Senate  of  die  U.  S. 

Sir  :  I  have  the  honor  to  state,  in  answer  to  your  inquiry  of 
yesterday,  that  the  records  containing  the  instructions  of  trie 
De  .■artment  to  Mr.  Christopher  Hughes,  when  formerly  Charge 
d' Affaires  of  the  United  States  in  Sweden,  have  been  careful- 
ly examined,  and  diat  all  which  is  found  in  them,  in  relation 
to  the  then  claims  of  our  citizens  upon  the  Government  of  that 
country,  is  given,  in  the  subjoined  extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr. 
Adams  to  him,  dated  the  17th  of  June,  1319. 
I  am,  Sir,  very  respectfully, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  LIVINGSTON. 

Extract  of  a  letter  from  Mr.  Adams,  Secretary  of  State,  to 
Mi.  Hughes,  Charge  d' Affaires  of  the  United  States  at  S.oc!: 
holm  : 

Department  of  State 
17di  June,  1819. 

"  The  President  has  been  absent  from  the  seat  of  govern 
ment,  on  a  tour  through  die  South  and  West,  since  the  36th 
March.  His  return  to  this  place,  in  the  course  of  two  or  three 
weeks,  is  expected.  Since  his  departure,  Mr.  Rnssel's  latest 
correspondence  with  the  British  Government,  on  the  subject  of 
the  Stralsund  Claims,  has  been  received,  as  well  as  that  which 
followed  Mr.  Russel's  taking  leave  of  the  Court.  It  is  pain- 
ful to  perceive  the  perseverance  of  die  Swedish  Government, 
in  withholding  the  indemnity,  so  justly  and  nidisputably  due 
to  our  fellow  citizens,  who  suffered  bv  those  seizures,  for 
whi<-h  not  even  a  plausible  pretext  is  alledged.  It  is  still  more 
painful  to  find  their  denial  of  justice,  accompanied  by  insinua- 
tions, neither  candid  nor  friendly,  and  by  allegations  utterly 
destitute  of  foundation.  Earnestly  desirous  of  maintaining 
with  Sweden,  the  most  friendly  and  harmonious  relations,  I 
shall  reserve,  until  after  the  President's  return,  all  further  re- 
marks on  the  subject," 


formed  no  part 
that  intercourse  lor 
certain  artieles  of  our  produce  had  been  done  gratuitously  by 
the  British  Government  in  lb'26,  prior  even  to  the  attempt  at 
negotiation  by  Mr.  Gallatin.  Now  that  act  must  have  been 
known — it  could  not  fail  to  have  been  known  to  the  Senator 
(Mr.  Clay)  then  Secretary  of  State.  Why,  then,  does  he  now 
charge  it  as  a  fault  committed  by  Mr.  McLane,  who  had  no 
more  to  do  with  it  dian  the  man  in  the  moon?  Nor  had 
Mr.  McLane  any  dung  to  do  with  the  acts  of  Gr.»t  Britain 
passed  subsequently  to  the  agreement  made  by  him,  by  which 
act,  other  articles  of  our  produce  are  admitted  free  of  duty  in- 
to die  northern  colonies,  and  thence  are  received  in  England 
and  the  West  Indies,  as  if  they  were  the  produce  of  the  Cana- 
d-as.  The  Senator,  (Mr.  Clay,)  complains  that  the  produce  of 
our  farmers,  bordering  on  Canada,  is  received  in  England  on 
equal  terms  with  those  of  Canada,  thus  giving  anew  mar- 
ket to  a  part  of  these  articles,  without  which  other  markets 
might  be  overstocked.  The  Senator,  Mr.  Clay,  has  truly  said 
that  the  wheat  of  the  States  bordenng  on  the  Canadas,'  pas- 
ses into  Canada,  is  there  ground,  and  die  flour  shipped  to 
British  ports,  as  if  it  were  the  produce  of  the  wheat  of  Cana- 
da. Tins  has  been  the  spontaneous  act  of  Great  Britain,  adop- 
ted for  her  own  interest,  and  is  most  certainly  beneficial  to  our 
farmers.  An  immense  number  of  sheer-,  hogs,  horses,  and 
cattle  are  driven  annually  from  Maine  to  tiuebecandN.Briiiis- 
wick.  The  farmers  and  graziers  of  Maine  differ  in  opinion 
widi  the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay,)  and  are  really 
so  simple,  as  to  believe,  that  their  fi  ee  intercourse  with  Lower 

Canada,  and  New-Brunswick  is  highly  beneficial  to  them. 

Whether  the  intercourse  with  the  British  North  American 
Colonies  be  beneficial  or  whether  it  be  injurious,  the  present 
administration,  nor  Mr.  McLane,  had  little  part  in  it.  It  haa 
teen  effected,  in  part,  before  the  arrangement  was  concluded 
and  soon  after  for  another  part.  It  formed,  as  I  have  previous- 
ly said,  no  part  of  the  arrangement  with  Great  Britain,  and 
this  fact  must  have  been  known  bv  the  Senator,  (Mr.  Clay  ) 
for  he  then  acted  as  Secretary  of  State.  We  have  for  near- 
ly half  a  century  been  claiming  the  free  navigation  of  the  St- 
Lawrence  as  a  natural  right.  It  has  at  length  teen  o-ratui- 
tously  conceded  to  us  by  Great  Britain,  and  now  die  Senator 
from  Kentucky  (Mr.  Cl;«y)  complains  of  it  as  a  grievance. 

The  Senator  (Mr.  Cky,)  also  complains  that  the  instruc- 
tions state,  "that  the  late  administrations  had  abandoned  cer- 
tain pretensions."  The  Senator  admits  that  these  pretensions 
had  been  waired.  The  Senator  from  Georgia  (Mr.  Forsyth  ) 
has  contended  that  there  is  no  difference  in  substance  between 
these  words.  I  leave  this  grave  question  to  be  settled  by  those 
learned  Senators,  and  will  proceed  to  shew  what  those  pre- 
tensions were,  and  which  1  can  hardly  restrain  myself  from 
pronouncing,  were  puerile  m  the  extreme. 

During  the  session  of  1S22,  Congress  was  informed,  that  an 
act  was  pending  in  Parliament,  for  the  opening  of  the  coloni- 


ai  ports  to  the  commerce  of  die  United  States.  In 


consequence, 


an  act  passed,  authorising  the  President,  in  case    the"  act  of 
Parliament  was  satisfactory  to  him,  to  open  the  ports  of  the 
United    States   to  British  vessels,  by  his  proclamation.     The 
act  of  Parliament  was  deemed  satisfactory,  and  a  proclama- 
tion was  accordingly  issued,  and  the  trade'eommenced.     Un- 
fortunately for  our  commerce,  and  I  think  contrary  to  justice, 
a  treasury  circular  issued,  directing  the  collectors  to  charge 
British  vessels   entering  our  ports,   widi  die  alien  tonnage 
and   discriminating   duties.     This  order  was   remonstrated 
against,  (I  think,)  by  Mr.  Vaughan.     The  trade,    however 
went  on  uninterrupted.     Congress  met,  and  a  bill  was  drafted 
in  1S28,  by  Mr.  Adams,  then  Secretary  of  State,  and  passed 
botn  Houses,  with  little,  if  anv  debate.     I  voted  for  it  believ- 
ing that  it  met,  in  a  spirit  of"  reciprocity,  the  act  of' Parlia- 
ment.    This  bill  contained,  however,  one  little  word    "else- 
where," which  completely  defeated  all  our  expectations      It 
was  noticed  by  no  one.     The  Senator  from  Massachusetts. 
(Mr.  Webster,)  may  have  understood  its  effect.     If  he  did  so 
understand  it,  he  was  silent.     The  effect  of  that  word  "else- 
where" was  to  assume  the  pretensions   alluded  to  in  die  in- 


•^1 


t-tructions.  What  were  they  I  "Thai  the  produce  of  tlie 
United  States  should  be  receive  1  ia  the  West  Indies,  on  the 
payment  of  the  *>ame  dutfee,ai  were  ! avalde  on  the  produce 
of  the  North  American  eoJoBjea"  The  British  Monster  said, 
"a*  well  might  we  nek  that  our  sugar  should  I*-  reserved  free 
of  dutv,  as  is  the  sugar  of  Louisiana." 

The' result  was,  thai  tlie  British  government  Bhtit  their  co- 
lonial ports  immediately,    and  ward.     The  i  ot  of 

1822,  gave  tie  ■    ■     ly  of  the  West  India  Trade.     It  ad- 

•  I  free  of  dutv,  a  variety  of  articles,  such  a*  Indian  corn, 
oatu,  Indian  meai,  peas,  beau        I       A.c. 

The    British    •.-  rernmenl    ,;   i  ght,  that  we  eatertaiaad  a 
belief,  that  they  could  not  do  without  o  d  by  their 

i  indSthJuly,  1826,  they  opened  their  ports  to 
ail  the  world,  en  term*  fcr  less  advantageous  to  the  I  v 
than  those  of  the  ael  of  1822;  and  theae  bj  the  |  reteneions  which 
the  instructions  say  had  been  a  'nindoned,  by  the  late  adminis- 
tration. They  were  abandoned  Mr.  Pssstdenr,  by  the  following 
words  in  the  inatruetiona  to  -Mr.  Granatin; — "1  hat  the  United 
States  consent  to  irui're  the  demand  which  they  have  h 
fore  made  of  the  admission  of  their  productions  into  British 
Colonies,  at  the  same  and  no  higher  rate  of  duty,  as  similar 
es  are  chargeable  with,  when  imported  from  one  into 
another  British  colony,  with  the  exception  of  our  produce  de 
anaadingthe  St  Lawrencefthd  the  Sorel."  Now,  sir,  what- 
v.r  difference  there  may  l»-  between  the  words  "waiver" 
ninl  "abandonment"  in  common  parlance,  it  is  in  tins  case, 
a  compute  abandonment  in  diplomatic  language.  What  m 
simple  truth,  is  after  all,  the  great  ground  ot  objection?  It  is 
this — Mr.  MLane  ha»  made  an  arrangement  conformably 
tithe  preceding  instructions  from  Mr.  Adams  tu  Mr.  Gal- 
latin.    Hinr  iue  laekrymet. 

The  dissolution  of  the  late  Cabinet,  Mr.  President,  has 
been  charged  upon  Mr.  Van  Buren  ;  and  what  ia  there  at 
home  or  abroad  that  ire  hare  not  heard  charged  to  him  1 — 
The  elder  Adams  changed  all  his  Cabinet,  except  the  Secreta- 
ry of  the  Navy.  The  change  was  effected  by  the  democra- 
tic jrfirtv,  and  'disapproved  by  the  Aristocracy  of  the  day. — 
A  change  of  the  Cabinet,  is,  therefore,  nothing  new.  We  now 
grieve  and  lament  over  the  late  change,  and  yet  never  was  a 
cabinet  more  traduced  than  the  late  one,  by  the  whole  of  the 
opposition  throughout  theUnion.  The  Cabinet  was  certainly 
aueh  a  one,  as  di  I  not  meet  the  views  or  approbation  of  the 
friends  of  the  administration.  They  regretted  in  silence  the 
selections  which  tlie  President  had  made.  The  gentlemen 
selected  were  honest  and  honorable  men.  They  were  my  po- 
ll friends,  and  I  may  say,  some  of  them  were  personal  in- 
timates. Their  dismissal  has  done  no  harm  to  the  nation. — 
The  new  Cabinet  is,  (I  believe)  more  acceptable  to  all  par- 
ties. The  nieml>ers  of  it  are  known  to  be  competent  to  the 
special  duties  of  their  several  departments,  and  equally  so, 
as  advisers  in  tlie  great  affairs  of  the  nation.  What  is  it  to 
the  people  whether  A,  B,  C,  or  D  be  at  the  head  of  affairs  ?— 
All  die  people  ask  is,  that  their  duties  shall  be  veil  perform- 
ed, and  that  they  act  in  harmony.  But  the  present  President 
has  held  no  Cabinet  Councils  for  two  years,  and  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren is  charged  as  being  the  adviser  of  the  President  to  that 
course — is  this  mode  new!  I  believe  not — I  think  General 
Washington  held  no  Cabinet  Council,  during  the  first  two 
years  of  his  administration,  and  I  remember  well,  a  discus- 
sion in  strong  terms,  against  the  President  holding  them,  on 
the  ground  of  their  being  unconstitutional.  I  think  that  Ge- 
neral Jackson  was  at  that  time  a  member  of  Congress,  and 
perhaps  he  then  imbibed  an  opinion,  that  Cabinet  Councils 
were  not  conformable  to  the  Constitution.  Reasoning  thus, 
I  must  believe,  that  the  not  assembling  his  Cabinet  was  his 
own  act,  and  not  in  consequence  of  the  representations  of  Mr. 
Van  Buren.  The  unpardonable  crime  of  this  gentleman  has 
always  been,  that  the  President  baa  great  confidence  in  his 
talents  and  abilities,  which  all  will  admit,  he  possesses  in  an 
niinent  degree. 

The  senator  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr  Webster,)  says  that 
"instructions  ahowing  &  difference  of  opinion  in  the  domi- 
nant partv,  with  that  of  the  defeated  party,  had  never  been 
given  by  anv  government."  I  ask  Mr.  President,  on  what 
ground  does  the  S  tutor  make  that  i  Fewnatione, 

if  anv,  exce  t  our  own,  have  ever  published  the  inatruetiona  to 
therr  Ministers-  -■  aotknow  what  has  been 

.lone.    But,  I  hardly  think  u   is  possible   that  men  raatrne- 
tions  ne  v.r  have  been  given.    They  are  natural,  and  were  for 

Mr    IfLane  alone,  and  never  shewn  by  him  to  any 
But,  I  infer  from  Mr.  Hartley's  language  to  our  commission- 
er! at  Parn,  when  treating  for  a  peace,  that  he  must  have  had 


some  such  instructions,  as  he  would  not  otherwise  have  talked 
ofaehangq  of  ministry,  as  holding  out  a  fairer  proBject  of  ul- 
timately leading  to  a  general  peace. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  has  also  been  charged,  with  being  the  fa- 
ther of  what  has  been  impro]  erly  called  the  "proscriptive  sys- 
tem:"— or  in  other  am!  more  appropriate  language,  "the  re- 
moval from  office."  Where  is  the  proof?  None  can  be  pro- 
duced:— all  is  surmise  and  conjecture.  I  act  on  no  such 
ground.     When  an  assert  ion,  such  aa  this,  is  made,  I  want 

But  I  absolutely  deny  the 
charge,  and  will  offer  unquestionable  proof  of  the  correctness 
of  the  denial.  The  charge  cannot  possibly  be  substantiated, 
•  •or  who  made  it,  can  satisfy  this  .Senate,  that 
Mr.  Van  Buren  could  lie  at  Albany  and  Washington  at  one 
and  the  same  time.  I  will  simply  state  the  facts.  Mr.  Van 
Buren  was  at  Albany  aCQng  as  Governor  of  the  State  of  New 
Vork  when  tie  S  •  met  on  the  4th  of 

M  rch,  1829.  I  think  he  (Mr.  V.  B.^  was  nominated  on  the 
5th  of  March.  At  tin  e\tra  session  of  the  Senate,  seventy-five 
officers  were  appointed,  principally  to  fill  vaeanies  occasioned 
uovals  from  office.  Of  these  officers  Mr.  Van  Buren 
could  know  nothing.  The  advisers  to  this  course,  if  there 
were  any,  were  the  members  of  the  cabinet  then  present.  Mr. 
Van  Buren  could  know  but  few  of  those  removed,  or  of  those 
inted.  1  well  remember  that  I  saw  Mr.  Van  Buren  in 
Baltimore  after  my  return  borne,  and  therefore  conclude  that 
it  must  have  been  at  least  a  month  between  the  time  of  Ins 
appointment,  and  his  arrival  at  Washington.  I  think,  31r. 
President,  that  I  have  proved  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  could  not 
have  been  tlie  father  of  what  is  improperly  called  the  "pre- 
scriptive system;" — a  system  adopted  by  some  of  the  States  of 
this  Union  both  before,  and  after  tins  administration  came  into 
office.  For  myself,  I  am  opposed  to  removal  from  office  for 
opinions  declared.  But,  sir,  I  would  remove  any  officer,  who 
made  use  of  his  office  to  force  inferiors  to  act  contrary  to  their 
wishes.  I  would  remove  every  Postmaster,  who  had  been 
known  to  frank  the  "Coffin-handbills,"  or  any  other  abusive 
papers  of  either  of  the  candidates.  Few  removals  of  conse- 
quence have  been  made  in  Maryland.  I  think  four  in  Balti- 
more, where  the  most  important  offices  are.  One  of  these 
removals  I  regretted — it  proceeded  from  the  best  feelings  of 
tlie  heart. 

Before  I  finish  my  remarks,  Mr.  President,  I  will  notice 
what  passed  between  the  then  Secretary  of  State,  (Mr.  Clay) 
and  myself,  in  relation  to  the  act  of  Parliament  of  July  1S25. 
I  first  saw  a  copy  of  that  act  in  Baltimore,  and  mentioned  it  to 
the  Secretary.  He  said  that  he  had  the  act  in  his  possession, 
and  handed  it  to  me.  I  asked  him,  whether  the  terms  Pro- 
posed were  satisfactory?  He  said  that  he  considered  they 
were  all  we  could  ask.  I  then  observed,  why  not  issue  a, 
proclamation  under  our  acts;  and  thus  open  the  trade?  He 
replied,  that  he  would  prefer  negotiation.  1  asked,  why?  for 
what  will  you  negotiate?  We  have  nothing  to  do,  but  to  give 
our  assent,  and  tlie  trade  is  at  once  opened.  I  had  the  aet 
printed,  and  handed  a  copy  to  Mr.  Adams,  who  had  never 
seen  it  before.  He  agreed  that  the  terms  veere  satisfactory. 
I  then  pressed  him  to  issue  his  proclamation,  and  told  him 
that  if  he  did  not,  I  should  be  compelled  to  introduce  a  bill. 
He  remaked,  that  he  wished  I  would  do  so,  and  that  he 
would  not  only  sign  it,  but  sign  it  with  pleasure.  I  did  pre- 
pare a  bill,  under  tlie  order  of  the  Senate,  and,  doubtful 
whether  it  might  be  correctly  drawn,  so  as  to  effect  my  ob- 
ject, I  sent  it  to  the  then  Secretary  of  Suite  (Mr.  Clay,)  with 
a  request  that  he  would  correct  it  if  necessary.  He  replied 
in  writing,  to  this  effect: — that  the  bill  was  drafted  to  meet 
my  object;  that  it  was  so  doubtful  whether  it  were  best,  to  act 
by  a  law,  or  by  negotiation,  thai  it  was  indifferent  what  course 
was  adopted."  The  bill  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  who,  H 
was  believed,  had  the  confidence  of  the  Executive.  It  failed 
to  become  a  law,  I  believe,  from  want  of  time  to  act  upon  it. 
The  Senator,  (Mr.  Clay,)  has  said,  Mr.  Canning  had  observ- 
ed, that  even  if  the  bill  had  passed,  it  could  not  have  been  ad- 
mitted as  satisfuctorv.  This  observation  may  have  arisen 
from  its  being  imperfectly  drawn,  or  from  some  other  cause. 
Perhaps,  the  British  Minister  expected  that  the  President 
would  have  opened  our  ports  by  proclamation,  as  he  (Mr. 
Canning,)  knew,  that  the  President  possessed  full  powertodo 
so,  under  our  acts  of  1828  and  1824,  both  of  which  he  knew, 
had  been  drafted  by  Mr.  Adams  when  Secretary  of  State. 

1  have  deemed  it  naeeaaary,  Mr.  President,  to  make  these 
remarks  in  relation  to  the  Colonial  trade,  as  a  reply  to  the  ob- 
vious on  this  subject  which  have  fallen  from  the  Senator 
from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay.) 
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REMARKS  OF  HON.  JOHX  FORSYTH* 

In  the  U.  S.  Senate,  071  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Van  Buren. 
[Mr.  Forsyth  makes  no  apology  for  the  rough  sketrh  he 
presents  of  the  remarks  made  by  him  in  the  secret  sessions  of 
the  Senate,  on  the  nomination  of  Mr.  Van  Buren.  The 
speeches  against  the  nomination  having  been,  for  the  first 
time  in  the  history  of  this  government,  thrown  upon  the  peo- 
ple, it  is  due  to  the  person  assailed,  that  what  was  suggested 
on  the  other  side  should  be  known.  Mr.  Forsyth  is  well 
aware  that,  in  executing  his  part  of  this  duty,  he  has  done 
justice  neither  to  the  subject  nor  to  himself.] 

I  regret,  Mi.  President,  that  the  Senator  from  Mississippi, 
(Mr.  Poindexter,)  has  been  so  long  absent  from  his  seat,  not 
only  because  he  has  been  suffering  pain,  but  because  had  he 
been  here,  he  could  have  escaped  the  commission  of  numerous 
errors  into  which  he  has  been  led.     The  friends  of  Mr.    Van 
Buren  have  not  obstructed   inquiry  into  his   conduct :  they  j 
have    challenged   investigation,  offered   it   in  every  and  any  I 
form  consistent  with  the  obligations  of  the  Senate  to  its  own  ' 
character.     The  Senator  from  Maine,  (Mr.  Holmes)  shrunk  I 
from  his  own  resolution.     It  was    laid  aside  by  the  votes  of  ' 
those    opposed,    contrary  to   the   votes  and   wishes  of  those 
friendly  to  the  nomination      That  Senator  was  distinctly  in-  ] 
vited  by  one  of  the  Senators  fioin  New  York,  (Mr.  Marcv,) 
to  specify  any  act  dishonorable  to  the  character  of  Mr.  Van 
Buren,  and  a  pledge  given  that  the  inquiry  into  it  should  be 
made  in  the  amplest  manner   by  a  committee  having  all  the 
powers  necessary  to  the  establishment  of  truth.     The  Sena- 
tor from  Maine  was  distinctly  told  by  the  Senator  from  South 
Carolina,  (Mr.  Hayne,)  on  what  terms  he   could    command 
his  vote.     He  was  told  to  cover  the  ground  indicated,  by  proof, 
and  he  would  join  in  the  condemnation  of  the  choice  of  the 
President.     Tne    Senator   from    Maine    deliberated  on  this 
offer,  and,  after  deliberation,  abandoned  his  resolution,  leav- 
ing all  to  grope  their  way  to  a  conclusion,  as  accident  or  pre- 
judice  might  direct  them.     A  promise   was   made,  that   he 
shou.d  have  a  committee  if  he  would  venture  upon  it,  and 
the  offer  was  deliberately  and  most  unequivocally  declined. 
Yet,  after  all  this,  at   this  eleventh   hour,  the  Senator  from 
Mississippi  says,  if  the  friends  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  will  solicit 
a  committee,  he  will  give  what  he  has  collected,  while  confin- 
ed to  his  sick  chamber,  and  on  which  his  own  opinion  is 
formed,  and  if  the  committee  is  not  raised,  he  will,  with  this 
matter  in  his  pocket,  vote  against  the  nomination,  in  order  to 
preserve  the   morality  of  the  nation,  endangered  by  the  be- 
stowal of  a  new  office  on  a  gambling  politician. 

As  the  friend,  personal  and  political,  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  I 
reject  the  liberal  offer  of  the  Senator,  in  defiance  of  his  threat- 
ened negative  on  the  nomination.  Let  him  unite  with  those 
who,  like  him,  are  so  anxious  to  preserve  the  morality  of  the 
country  by  rejecting  a  man  whose  most  odious  crime  is  his 
rising  popularity  and  transcendent  ability.  The  friends  of 
Mr.  Van  Buren  will  not  degrade  him  by  asking  a  Committee, 
to  free  him  from  the  suspicions  engendered  in  the.  Senator's 
mind,  in  his  search  after  correct  information,  from  sources 
within  his  reach.  His  character  wants  no  such  justification. 
Does  the  gentleman  wish  to  justify  his  vote?  Let  him  pro- 
pose a  Committee;  he  shall  have  our  concurrence.  Does  he 
desire  to  convince  the  Senate?  Let  him  produce  the  private 
source.  Information  which,  I  venture  to  say,  like  the  only 
one  he  speaks  of  openly,  is  worthless  in  the  eye  of  any  man 
who  is  not  so  embittered  by  prejudice  that  he  can  not  see 
truth.  This  letter,  by  a  former  partizan,  a  paltry  editor  of  a 
paltry  newspaper,  and  to  prove  what?  that  Mr.  Van  Buren 
said  that  the  late  Cabinet  was  dissolved  by  the  conspiracy  of 
the  Vice  President,  to  drive  Maj.  Eaton  from  the  Cabinet, 
and  that  he  withdrew  to  escape  the  consequences  of  the  disso- 
tion.  Sir,  Mr.  Van  Buren  holds  no  such  conversation  with 
persons  who  were  once  his  partizans,  and  now  his  enemies. 

But  supposing  he  had  declared,  or  does  entertain,  the  opin- 
ion imputed  to  him.  Is  it  a  crime  which  disqualifies  him  for 
a  high  office,  that  he  believes  the  charge  made  and  sought  to 
be  established  by  the  late  Secretary  of  War?  If  such  be  the 
Senator's  opinion,  can  he  tell  us  liow  far  the  exclusion  ex- 
tends? The  Senator's  letter  story  is  contradicted  by  his  pre- 
viously expressed  opinion.  What,  Sir,  the  most  artful  man 
in  the  world,  proclaim  to  a  paltry  editor  that  he  acted  in  the 
manner  indicated,  to  escape  the  storm  consequeat  on  the  dis- 
solution of  the  Cabinet!  If  it  had  been  true — if  such  had  been 
his  motive,  he  would  have  sought  to  conceal  it  from  himself. 
No  degree  of  confidential  intimacy  could  have  temnted  an 
artful  intriguer  to  such  a  disclosure.  The  story  if  true, 
proves  a  man,  whose  extraordinary  prudence,  under  all  cir- 
cumstances, through  a  long  life  in  the  stormy  politics  of  a 


vexed  and  turbulent  State,  has  gained  him  the  confidence  of 
Ins  friends,  and  called  down  upon  him  the  charge  of  consum- 
mate artifice  from  his  enemies,  to  be  a  silly  driveller— a  sim- 
pleton, opening  his  budget  of  petty  motives  to  one  whose 
trade  was  to  thrive,  by  making  himself  important  by  confiden- 
tial  and  oral  ular  disclosures  in  his  unknown  journal. 

Mr.    Van    Buren  stands  in  a   strange  condition  before  up; 
from  the  beginning  of  this  administration,  before  he  came  to 
the  post  assigned  him,   until  the  present  hour,  he  is  held  ac- 
countable by  a  certain  description  of  political    men   in    this 
country  for  all   the  evil  that  has  been  done  and  all  the  good 
that  has  been  omitted.     Now,  sir,  if   he  is  accountable    for 
every  thing,  if  his  hand  is  to  be  traced  every  where,  let  him 
have   credit  for  the  goud  that  has,  and  the  evil  that  has  not 
been  done.     Balance   the  account  of  the  admitted  good  and 
evil  imputed,  and  the  result  will  fill  the  hearts  of  his  enemies 
with  the  bitterest  disappointment,     But,  sir,   this  is  not  the 
justice  intended  for  him.     He  is  responsible  for  all  that  is  com- 
plained of.    Let  us  see  the  Senator  from  Mississippi  (Mr.  Poin- 
dexter's)  catalogue.    There  were  no  Cabinet  Councils— did  the 
country  suffi  r  from  this  failure  to  follow  the  example  of  late 
administrations,  from  this  adherence  to  the  example  of  Gen. 
Washington?     But  there    was  07?e   Cabinet  Council  called' 
to  sit   on  a  lady's  reputation.     Indeed:  and  this  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren is  also  answerable  for.     And  is  it  true,  sir,  that  the  honor- 
able members  of  the  late  cabinet  who  remained  so  tranquilly 
at  their  ]  osts  enjoying  all  their  emoluments  and  lienors  with 
becoming  gratification,  suffered  themselves  to  be  deprived  of 
their  accustomed  rights  of   a  seat  and  voice  at  the  Council 
Board  of  deliberations  on  great  matters  of  vital  interest  to  the 
public,  and  yet  obeyed  the  beck  and  call  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  to 
sit  upon  a  lady's  reputation!     Of  what  stuff  were  they  made 
that    they   did   not  distinctly  ascertain  if   this  restriction  of 
claimed  right,  and  this  insulting  call  upon  them  to  step  out  of 
their  appropriate  spheres  was  the  work  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  or 
the  act  of  the  President.     If  the  first,  why  did   they  not  de- 
mand his  dismission,  and,  if  refused,  indignantly  throw  their 
commissions  in  the  teeth  of  the  Chief  Magistrate.     The  omit- 
ted Cabinet  Councils,  and  the  single  rail,  were  no  such  dread- 
ful offences  until  obliged  to  follow  Mr.  Van  Buren's  examt  !e 
and  resign.     The  history  of  the  last  year  establishes  the  wis- 
dom of  the  President  in  calling  no  Cabinet  Council  to  delibe- 
rate, as  :here  could  have  been  no  harmony  in  their  consulta- 
tions, and  on  the  single  question  said  to  have  been  submitted, 
the  Executive  Cabinet  have    shown  themselves  incompetent 
to  decide.     He  is  not  competent  to  decide  on  a  Lady's  reputa- 
tion, who  throws  out  of  view   on    the  question  of  how    she 
should  be  treated,  her  guilt  or  innocence.     I  will  not  conde- 
scend further  to  refer  to  the  trash  with  which  the  public  press 
has  been  loaded  and  polluted  for  months,  and  unless  the  Sen- 
ator from  Mississippi  has  better  evidence  then  the  public  has 
yet  seen,  the  hope  of  implicating  Mr.  Van  Bureri  in  the  dis- 
turbances that  preceded  the  dissolution  of  the  Cabinet,  is  for- 
lorn. 

Let  us  see  the  next  crime  in  the  catalogue  of  the  Senator 
from  Mississippi  (Mr.  Poindexter.)  Mr.  Van  Buren  intrigued 
the  dissolution  of  the  late  cabinet,  taking  care  previously  to 
secure  a  safe  and  prominent  retreat  in  the  mission  to  England. 
It  is  known  to  every  welt  informed  man  in  this  district  that 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  by  his  admirable  .temper,  his  conciliating 
manners  and  unwearied  exertions,  kept  the  cabinet  together 
long  after  its  discordant  materials  were  so  well  ascertained 
that  its  dissolution  sooner  or  later  was  a  matter  of  common 
speculation.  Sir,  nobody  doubted  that  the  parties  could  not 
get.  on  together,  and  the  only  surprise  was,  that  the  President 
did  not  proceed  to  restore  harmony  by  the  removal  of  those 
whose  disagreements  produced  the  discord.  But  Mr.  Van 
Buren  had  the  unparalleled  effrontery  to  resign  on  motives  of 
delicacy  and  disinterestedness,  and  as  this  mode  of  conduct 
was  so  unusual,  it  has  exited  a  vast  deal  of  surmise  and 
wonder.  Tile  Senator  from  Mississippi  (Mr.  P.)  has  howev- 
er, satisfactorily  to  himself,  solved  the  mvstery.  Mr.  Van  Bu- 
ren arranged  himself  info  a  prominent  'place,  before  he  re- 
signed, and  a  new  cabinet  to  suit  his  ambitious  views.  Now, 
sir,  as  to  the  proof  of  this  preconcerted  arrangement  for  his 
accommodation  and  elevation.  The.  President  told  some- 
body, who  was  a  late  Secretary,  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  was  to 
g ■■>  to  England,  and  named  to  him  the  Secretaries,  who  were  to 
come  in;  but  this  was  after  Mr.  Van  Buren  >md  resigned. 
In  the  interview  it  is  acknowledged  that  Mr.  Van  Buren's 
letter  of  resignation  was  handed  to  this  volunteer  repeater  of 
confidential  conversation  with  the  Chief  Magistrate.  But  the 
Senator  says  it  was  beforeihe  letter  teas  published — thence 
he  concludes  Mr.  V.  B.  had  made  a  cat's  paw  of  the  President 
for  the  promotion  of  his  own  views:  a  mo9t  logical  inference, 
truly!  And  this  new  cabinet,  arranged  to  further  Mr.  V. 
B.'s  unholy  ambition!  Is  there  man,  woman  or  child  in  the 
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country,  who  does  not  know  and  feel  that  the  change  has 
been  beneficial  to  thl 

harmony  ihan  then  ' 

ihere  any  man  who  will  hazard  hii  -  rung 

that  the  preseut  t  en  tarfcs  u"'. 

toemiments  of  any  man's  ambitioi 

individual  infl  r  u.tu" 

ted  for  pur.-,  disinterested  patriots:  and  let  sir,  that 

mor*  parti:  >ne  ullt  tlul"  have  C0"lL'  "'■ 

i:  i       land  was  not  sought  by  Mr.  Van  Ba- 

la know  that  it  was  «  nun  by  the  I  resi- 

dent and  thai  it  wai 

ciuuions  of  friends  who  were  ntisfied  it  would  promoii 
0W11  m,  and  redound  to  the  honor  and  v.  i 

tion.  l  :   :in,'!' ''"'  S  .Long! 

l0  m  iliiieian  and  as  a  man,  acting  together    in  the 

jl0ur  0fp  -.iy,  when  we  hadlou  all  but  our  honor 

a  wiim  movements  wh  lui  '" 

the  I  Chief  M 

of  tlie  great  majority  of  the  people,   1  ha>  witnessed 

aught  in  .Mr .  \        B     en  which  requit    I   !  ahueut,  pallia- 

tion or  coloring— never  any  thing  to  lessen  hischai 
riot  and  as  a  man— nothing  which  he  might  not 

itiny  of  every  member  of  this  body,  with 
the  calm  confidence  of  unsullied  He  is  called  an 

artful  man— a  giant  of  artinci — a  wily  magician.     Prom 
whom  does  he  reo  roblous  names!     Prom  open 

enemies   and    pretended  friends.    In   the   midst   of    al 
charges  that  have  been  brought  against  him,  in  she 
varying  than  those  of  Proteus,  and  thick   as  the  autumnal 
leu;  of  Volambrosa,  whi  false 

friend  or  malignant  enemy  that  has  fixed  upon  him  one  dis- 
honorable or  degrading  actl  If  innocent  of  an.'  vern- 
ed  by  a  honor,  and  regulating  his  conduct  by 
eic-.  ciples,  tins  is  not  wonderful ;  but,  if  the  result  oi 
skill,  ..f  the  an  eelert  artem,  he  must  be  more  cunning  than 
the  Devil  himself,  to  have  thus  avoided  the  snares  of  era 
and  the  ti              of  pretended  friends. 

It  is  not  possible,  sir,  that  he  should  have  escaped,  1 
beei  -re.    Those  ignorant  of  his  unrr 

Icqi  f  human  eRaracter,  his  power  of  pi 

ring  the  purposes  of  his  adVere 
■Being  his  rapid  advanee  to  public  honors,  and  popular  confi- 
dence, impute  to  art  what  is  the  natural  re.-.  It  of  those  simple 
ee  |     inordinary  talent,  untiring   industry,  ina 

■•-,  the  happiest  temper,  which  so.-  ot   -.irrupt 

nor  disappointment  sour;  these  are  the  Boureee  of  his  - 
ituipled  success,— the  inasric  arts — the  artifices  of  intrigue,  to 
which  onlv  he  has  resorted  in  his  eventful  life.     Those  who 
envy  his  success,  may  learn  wisdom  from  his  example. 

H   ring  disposed  of  the  of  the  S  i  from  Mis- 

sissippi, let  me  advert  to  the  grounds  occupied  by  a  little  ar- 
my of  objections  on  the  other  side  of  this  chamber:  How 
many  sacrifices  of  feeling  to  duty,  are  we  not  about  to  witness! 
the  honorable  Senators  of  Maryland,  Connecticut,  Delaware, 
Massachusetts,  Ohio  and  Kentucky,  are  constrained  bj 
to  vote  against  hi3  nomination— ami  all,  on  public   grounds — 
no    private   feeling;    Oh   no!   nothing   like    it;  public   duty 
against  private  feeling,  is  the  order  of  the  day.     Ami  wh 
the  dreadful  public  crime   Mr.  Van  Buren  has  committed? 
Bear— sir,  hear.    He  has  degraded  the  country  by  g 
etri  the  late  M  to  Q     i   B  itain,  Mr.  M   l 

about  the  W       India  trade.     What  instructional    Can  it  be 
those  on  which  die  act  of  1830  passed— those  which 
been  among  our  printed  documents  for  these  twelve 
forming  part  of  the  President's  communication  to  Congress  of 
Jan.  1831.     II  «  honorable  gentlemen  who  are  now  so 

shocked  nt  the  public  degradation,  so  eage.r  to  punish  the  au- 
■  this  national  disgrace,  been  alee]  ing  at  their  posts— no 
one  to  cry  out,  to  i  ilarm,  at  the  dot  gers  to  which  the 


nation  of  tl  S  r  upon  public  ground81 

uctantly  performing      ejaxrvi     painful — duty  1 

\\  1  instrue- 

>i      \l   I.    ie;  and  to  make  out  their  case,  the  honora- 

S  ra  from  Massachusetts  and  Kentucky,  have  given 

as  a  sketch  of  the  history  of  the  West   India  negotiation. — 

ught  down  then-  narratives  to  the  taunting  reply  of 

Hr.  Canning  to  M     G  ^enduring  the  late  adminis- 

I       ! .,   tins    point,    both    these    honorable  Senators 
found  it  convenient  to  Blide—  leap  overall  interve- 

ning i  Sir.  M'  Lane.    With  j.eiinis- 

I  will  fill  up  tins  unimportant  chaam.    The  tei  ms  of  the 
r.  t  of  Parliament  not  having  been  accepted  by  she 

i  g  \m. ,  ican  \.  ssi  Is  were  excluded  by  an  order  in 

.  British  W       India  por  a    Why  tins  impor- 

tant Ben  just  told  l>y  the  Se- 

nator  from  Kentucky  :  "the  late  adminisuotion  were  ignorant 
of  the  act  of  Parliament  until  it  was  casually  seen  by  them." 
••  [i  was  not  officially  communicated  by  the  English  Govern- 
ment to  i  rG  -  nl.''  "Even  when  we  were  Colo- 
oundby  British  acts  of  Parliament,  unless 

.    ■    I    in  them.''      Indeed  :    is  It    p  ISJble    lhat   the 

late  admin  did  nol  know  an  act  of  Parliament  affec- 

ting important  inten  ate  I  Where  were  all  our  accredited  min- 
mmercia]  I       it  Britain, that  thia  Go- 

vernment was  not    informed  of  this  measure,  known   to    till 
i  vantage  of  by  most  of  the  powers  in- 

-    .t  in  it.    But  a  w  officially  communicated  to 

us.     Well,    air,  wa  Uy  communicated  to  any  other 

G  in   its  contents  as  we  were"     The 

British  Government,  I  apprehend,    would   have  considered 
-  ich  a  communication  a  gross  n  flection  upon  our  accredited 
.-.     It  would  have  compelled  them  to  say,  in  effect,  we 
communicate  to  you  an  act,  supposing  your  agents  are  too  neg- 
-  t  of  their  duty  to  send  it  to  you.     What  were  our  minis- 
ters and  agents  about ;  how  were  they  employed,  that  they 
did  not  seial  to  their  Government  this  im]  ortant  information  1 
But  the   last  excuse  i.  worse  than  all  :   "  even  when  Colo- 
nib,  we  were  not  bound  by  acts  of  Parliament  in  which  we 
not    named    specially."     What  a  discovery  !  and  it  is 
tded   from    this  wise  recollection,  that  we  are  not  now 
bound  to  take  notice  of  acta  of  Parliament  not  specially  and 
officially  communicated  to  us.     I  imagine  we  are  not  bound 
'.  them,  communicated  to  us  or  not,  but  we   are  bound  to 
know  all  those  touching  our  interests,  and  any  administration 
rehensible  for  ignorance  ^<\  them,  and  for  fail- 
ing to  attend  to  those  that  bear  injuriously  upon  the   interests 
of  the  people.    The  act  was,   however,  at  last  known,  and 
when  Mr.  Gallatin  presented  himself  to  negotiate,  with  in- 
structions to  waive  all  claims  that  were  formerly   presented, 
and  had  prevented  an  arrangement,  he  was  tauntingly  told, 
nave  lost  your  daj  in  court — the i privilege,  theboon, of- 
,  had  not  been  secured  by  accepting  the  conditions:  we 
have  taken  our  course,  negotiation  is  not  our  plan.     Well,  sir, 
what  said  the  administration, of  which  the  honorable    Sena- 
tor from  Kentucky  formed  a  part  ?     There  was  an  act  of  Con- 
38,  requiring,  on  the   shutting  of  the  British   West  India 
unst   us,  an  interdict   by   proclamation.     Smarting 
under  this  taunting  refusal  to  negotiate,  what  was  done  1  the 
a  tion  of  an  act  of  Congress  positively  directing  the   pro- 
clamation, was  suspended  by   executive  authority  for  two 
months  before  ing  of  Congress  and  during  the  whole 

i,  to  see  if  Congress,  who  had  been  prevent- 
ed the  preceding  session  from  legislating — the  administration 
nred  the  eclai  of  a  negotiation — could   not  legislate  the 
gf  the  difficulty  into  which  he  had  placed  the 
di  e,  or  Lfthe  S  motor  from  Kentucky  plea- 
se^, of  Parliament  We  a  11  know  how  that 
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effort  terminated.     The  two  Hotisesdisagree.!  about  the  mode 

,.t  effecting  the  purpose;  both,  however,   willing  to  take  the 

privilege  on  the  conditions  proposed  by  Great  Britain.    The 

ublie  honor  was  exposed— no  one  to  inU  rfi  re  to  ,  g  i,,l  _ti„.  Bouse,  under  the  influence  of  the 

"nite     9  from  being  placed  at  th  olof  the  Bri-    Si  Ni  nended  it,  and  the   question 

Q      tly  witnessing  the  ,„ r  the  other  oblique  path  should  be  trodden. 

erime,  pas  :t  with  their  knowledgt   efd  |       aession  terminated  without  legislative  enactment,  and 

none,  to  secure  the  boon,  which  rl  '  ">    t|M.,  ;,n  then,  the  proclamation  of  interdiction  was 

the  name  of  party  from  ed.    Thus,  sir,  ems g  und«  r  the  taunt  of  the  British 

I  by  burstsof  mdignatii  first  act  of  degrudtv  i,.fl  tl„,  whole  trade  in  the  hands 


ir.'h-  history  of  American  Diplon 

What  a  spectacle  is  here  ! — How   long  is  it   since  1 
was  the  instrument  to  bow  us  down  l»  Great    Britain, 

was  unanimously  confirmed  to  a  post  of  honor  and  important 
trust!  But  the  instrument  by  whom  he  was  ordered  to  act, 
ie  to  bear  the  punishment.     Ti  of  the  instruct 

by  whom  they   were  given,  im  too  high  t..  be  reached 
sent;  ■  oi  of  the  crime,  he  who  ordered  it,i 

who  commits  it,  by  order, 
der,  answers  for  both,   and  upon  his  head  falls  all  the  iudig- 


Great  Britain  for  six  or  eight  m-.i'ths— sought  to  cover  it- 
ii,  .in  censure  by  invoki  itive   interposition,  and 

■  l,,.  ,,  v.  i-  camp  lied  to  act  on  the  suspended  statute. 

nterdict  b.  ing  proclaimed,  tlie  trade  stood  upon  the  ve- 
ry advantageous  fi  cording    to    the    Senator's  judg- 
ment,   which    we  have    lost  by  the  negotiation.    Notwith- 
were  enjoying  such  eminent  advantage*,  the 
administration,  in  spite  of  the  taunt,  directed  Mr.  Gal- 
n    to   try   again  to  procure  what  is  now  disparaged,   by 
0pei                 loor  of  negotiation  after  it  had  been  shut  in  his 
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face.     He  was  again  repulsed.     Bat  this  humiliation  was  not ' 
enough;  Mr.  Barbour  was  sent  to  London,  and  hetoohad  his  I 
instructions,  and  went,  cap  in  hand,  kuocking  ai  the   c 
door  for  negotiation.     Sir.  he  knocke  1  at  the  looi  of  the  Bri-  ! 
tish  Ministry,  under  circumstances    humiliating  in    the  ex- 
treme.    If  a  gentleman  should  go  a  second  time,   to  a  house 
the  proprietor  of  which,  speaking  from  Ins  window,  had  di- 
rected His  porter  to  deny  him  to  the    visiter,  his   visit   would 
have  been  somewhat  like  Mr.    Barbour's   second    call.      Yes, 
sir;  yet  the  humiliation  was  vain — the  second  as  fruitless  as 
the  first. 

Such  was  the  condition  of  this  question,  when  General 
Jackson  was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  country.  One  of  the 
first  objects  of  his  administration  was  the  recovery  of  the  Bri- 
tish West  India  trade;  an  arrangement  of  it  upon  terms  of 
just  reciprocity,  satisfactory  to  both  parties,  and  therefore,  pro- 
mising to  be  permanent.  Mr.  McLane  was  selected  to  go  to 
England,  and  these  much  abused  instructions  prepared  by  the 
late  Secretary  of  State.  Let  it  be  remembered  sir,  these  are 
instructions  from  the  President  of  the  United  Sta;es  to  the 
American  Minister,  never  intended  for  the  eye  of  the  British 
government,  and  which  in  no  other  country  but  ours,  would 
ever  have  seen  the  light 

The  opening  of  the  negotiation  was  the  chief  difficulty. — 
To  remove  it,  two  grounds  are  taken.  It  will  be  remembered 
that  our  refusal  to  accede  to  the  terms  of  the  act  of  Parlia- 
ment, was  made  the  ground  of  refusing  to  treat  with  Mr. 
Gallatin  and  Mr.  Barbour,  both  of  whom  went  prepared  to 
offer  an  arrangement  by  reciprocal  legislation,  taking  the  act 
of  Parliament  as  the  British  legislation.  To  obviate  the  dif- 
ficulty, af:er  a  fair  and  full  history  of  the  trans~ction,  these 
suggestions  are  presented  to  Mr.  McLane,  to  be  pressed  so  far 
as  he  might  deem  it  useful  and  proper  so  'o  do.  If  the  Bri- 
tish persist  in  refusing  to  hear  vou,  on  this  subject,  remind 
them  of  the  circumstances  that  have  occurred  ;  of  the  differ- 
ence of  opinion  among  ourselves  on  it;  of  the  abandonment 
by  the  administration  of  those  pretences  that  had  prevented  an 
adjustment  of  it ;  that  they  are  not  to  be  again  brought  for- 
ward ;  that  the  past  administration  was  not  amenable  to  the 
British  Government,  nor  to  any  other  than  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  who  had  passed  upon  all  their  acts.  Say  to 
the  British,  if  it  makes  pretensions  formerly  advanced,  the 
pretext  for  still  declining  to  negotiate,  the  sensibility  of  the 
American  people  will  be  deeply  awakened.  That  the  tone  of 
public  feeling  by  a  course  so  unwise  and  untenable,  will  be 
aggravated  by  the  known  fact  that  Great  Britain  had  opened 
her  -colonial  ports  to  R  issia  and  France,  notwithstanding  a  si- 
milar omission  to  accede  on  their  parts,  to  the  terms  offered  by  the 
act  of  Parliament.  And  this,  sir,  is  represented  as  the  lan- 
guage of  entreaty,  as  the  begging  of  a  boon.  This  menace 
of  the  public  indignation  :  this  declaration  that  the  la'e  ad- 
ministration was  neither  to  be  cens  ured  or  praised  by  foreign 
nations  ;  was  amenable  for  their  conduct  to  no  earthly  tribu- 
nal but  the  people  of  the  United  States,  is  tortured  into  a  claim 
of  privileges,  on  party  grounds  for  party  purposes,  and  as  a 
disgraceful  attempt  to  throw  upon  a  previous  administration 
unmerited  disgrace,  for  the  sake  of  currying  favor  with  a  fo- 
reign power,  and  that  power  of  all  others,  Great  Britain. 

Great  Britain  could  not  resist  this  frank  and  open  and  man- 
ly appeal.  Committed  by  their  concession  in  favor  of  France 
and  Russia,  and  the  Mi  listry  distinctly  told  by  Mr.  McLane, 
that  he  would  not  remain  if  they  declined  negotiation,  or  pla- 
ce 1  their  refusal  upon  any  other  ground  than  an  o;  en  decla- 
ration that  their  interests  could  not  permit  them  to  enter  into  a 
reciprocal  engagement  with  the  United  Sates,  the  English 
Cabinet  reluctantly  yielded ;  and  then  came  the  most  odious 
feature  in  this  transaction,  that  which  has  sharpened  the  in- 
tellect of  the  opposition,  to  discover  dishonor  in  truth,  and  a 
want  of  dignity  in  a  frank  exposition  of  facts,  its  crowning 
success.  Mr.  McLane  and  Mr.  Van  Buren,  under  Gen.  Jack- 
son, succeeded  in  effecting  an  object  of  public  solicitude,  that 
Mr.  Adams  and  Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Gallatin  and  Mr.  Barbour 
could  not  obtain.  The  country  was  humiliated  by  the  prece- 
ding administration  without  success;  hence  the  charge  against 
Mr.  Van  Buren;  hence  the  overwhelming  anxiety  to  prove 
that  the  success  of  the  late  negotiation  has  been  purchased  by 
humiliation.  The  British  cabinet  desired  not  to  make  the  ar- 
rangement, it  interfered  with  great  local  interests,  and  if  they 
could,  without  a  manifest  and  unjust  distinction  to  our  preju- 
dice, they  would  have  declined  admitting  the  U.  States  to  Jie 
privileges  granted  to  the  other  maritime  powers. 

Not  satisfied  with  his  condemnation  of  Mr.  Van  Buren's 
instructions,  the  Senator  from  Kentucky  attempts  to  show  us, 
by  referring  to  another  letter  of  instructions,  how  this  affair 
should  have  been  conducted  consistently  with  his  ideas  ofna- 
lional  honor  and  dignity.  The  letter  from  which  he  has  read 
10  the  Senate  extracts, "is,  I  think,  signed  H.  Clay.     Will  die 


Senator  tell  us  who  is  responsible  for  it  1  If  he  is,  then  he  ex- 
hibits himsell  in  the  singular  position  of  a  man  triumphantly 
coi;t,a<i;i^  rln-  work  of  his  own  hand,  with  that  of  a  rival 
author.  The  Senator  knows  tlmj,  thee  were  two  other  in- 
structions, written  by  himself  of  a  subsequent  date,  one  to  Mr. 
Grallalin  after  Congress  failed  to  legislate,  and  another  to  Go- 
vernor Barbour;  neither  of  which  is  before  us,  therefore,  not 
to  be  contrasted  with  Mr.  Van  Buren's  work.  I  am  content 
to  abide  by  the  result  of  a  contrast  of  the  instructions  he  has 
condemned,  with  those  he  has  quoted.  Let  us  see  how  the 
gentleman's  letter  will  bear  the  test  of  examination.  Mr.  Gal- 
latin, he  says,  was  not  instructed  to  abandon  a  right ;  we  were 
to  be  at  liberty  at  a  more  convenient  season  to  resume  it.  Mr. 
Gallatin  was  to  give  a  strong  proof  of  our  desire  to  concili- 
ate by  a  temporary  concession  of  what  we  had  previous  clai- 
med throughout  the  whole  negotiation.  Was  Mr.  Galla- 
tin instructed  to  say  to  the  British  Government,  this  is  a  tem- 
porary concession  ?  No  sir,  he  was  authorised  to  waive  the 
claim,  and  make  an  arrangement,  on  the  British  basis.  Put 
this  into  plain  language,  and  what  was  it ;  stript  of  its  dip- 
lomatic drapery  and  verbiage,  and  it  is  neither  more  nor  less 
than  an  abandonment  of,  a  pretension,  which,  though  we  had 
supported  by  argument,  we  were  resolved  not  to  enforce  by 
power.  Sir,  this  covering  up  of  a  plain  truth  is  the  common 
trick  of  diplomacy  ;  it  deceives  no  one,  and  had  Mr.  Gallatin 
presented  these  conciliatory  concessions,  they  must  have  been 
received  as  a  virtual  and  total  abandonment  of  our  pretension. 
The  honied  words  of  right  waived  from  aconciliatory  spirit, and 
with  the  hot >e  of  corresponding  friendly  dispositions,  would 
have  been  received  with  a  sneer,  lurking  in  the  official — artifi- 
cial smile  of  a — thorough  bred  diplomatist.  The.  Senator 
insists,  however,  it.  was  a  right  and  not  apretension.  If  it  was  a 
right, why  was  it  waived  or  surrendered?  For  conciliation  sake  ) 
\\  hy.  sir,  we  were  the  offended  party.  England  had  taunted 
us.  .  England  had  refused  once,  twice,  thrice,  to  negotiate, 
and  yet  to  conciliate  England,  we  were  waiving  a  well 
grounded  right  !  For  what  purpose  were  we  thus  concilia- 
ting /  To  place  the  trade  on  its  present  footing,  to  the  great 
injury  of  the  navigation  and  commerce  of  the  United  States. 
Such  is  the  view  now  taken  by  several  honorable  Senators 
who  have  favored  us  with  their  opinion  on  this. subject. 

The  present  administration  waived  no  right  for  conciliation 
sake  ;   sacrificed    no  principle.     It  stood  upon  the  truth,  and 
truth  only  ;  and  whatever  may  be  the  custom  of  others,  and 
the  ordinary    usages  of  diplomacy,   the    administration   was 
right.     Nations  fold  themselves  in  the  robes  of  falsehood,  and 
swell  and  strut  in  vain,  to  preserve  an  air  of  dignity  and  deco- 
rum.    No  nation  ever  was  just  to  its  own  character,  or  pre- 
served its  dignity,  that  did   not  stand  at  all  times  before  the 
world,  in  the  sober  anu  simple  garb  of  truth.     Sir,  the  char- 
acter of  our  diplomacy  has  undergone  a  marked  change;  we 
are  no  longer  pretenders  to  skill  and  artifice;  all  our  wiles  are 
facts  and   reasons — all  our  artifice,  truth   and   justice.     The 
honorable  Senator  tells  us  that  this  instruction  is  false,   or 
else  it  proves  Mr.  V.  B.  to  have  been  criminally  ignorant   of 
what  it  was  hisduty  to  know.     How  does  he  make  this  ap- 
pearl     He  alleges  that  Mr.  V.  B.  charged  the  late  adminis- 
tration with   being  thejirst  to  advance  the  pretension  it  sub- 
sequently abandoned — and  this  he  declares  is  untrue,  the  pre- 
tension was  set  up  before  the   late  administrasion  came  into 
power.     Now,  sir,  as  I  read  this  paragraph,  Mr.  V.  B.  does 
not  charge  the  late  administration  with  being  the  first  to  ad- 
vance this  pretension.     Tne  Senator  will  recollect  this  is  a 
letter  to  Mr.  McLane,  whose  personal  knowledge  is  appealed 
to,  and  who  must  have  understood  the  writer  as  alluding  to  a 
fact  of  general  notoriety.     The  words  are  "  those  who  Jirst 
advanced,"  cf-e.   have   subsequently   abandoned.     Can  any 
man  mistake  the  meaning — the  meaning  perfectly  in  accor- 
dance with  the  fact  ?     The  pretension  was  advanced  by  the 
use  of  the   famous  elsewhere  in  our  act  of  Congress,  an  act 
known  to  have  been  penned  by  Mr.   Adams,  who  had  previ- 
ously occupied  the  ground  covered  by  it,  in  his  instructions  to 
Mr.  Rush.     It  was  Mr.  Adams  who  first  advanced  and  aban- 
doned   his   ground.     The  credit  or  the  odium,  which  ever 
term  belongs  injustice  to  the  act,  attaches  to  Mr.  Adams,  an  1 
so  Mr.  McLane  could  only  have  understood  it,  and  so  must 
the  Senator  from  Kentucky,  if  he  examines  with  a  desire  to 
understand  it  in  the  spirit  of  the  author. . 

There  are  considerations  connected  with  Mr.  V.  B.  if  I 
deemed  it  consistent  with  his  honor,  diat  I  could  present  to 
those  that  hear  me,  that  would  not  fail  to  make  a  deeper  im- 
pression upon  their  minds.  But  I  ask  no  remembrance  of  his 
forbearance  ;  no  recollection  of  his  magnanimity ;  I  appeal 
to  no  one  to  imitate  his  mildness  and  courtesy  and  kindness 
in  his  deportment  here,  nor  to  judge  him  as  he  judged  his  ri- 
vals for  fame  and  power.  I  demand  for  him  nothing  but  jus- 
tice— harsh — harsh  justice. 


IK 


EXTRACT    FIu.M 

MR.  (LAY'S  SECOND  8PBEC  II. 


Tlie  gntkau  boa  New-York  (Mr.  Many)  supposes,  in 
advening  to  tlie  praetic  whielil  m 

una  tailed  in  tlie  dominant  j  any  m   I      E       ,  thai  I  bad  re- 
ed upon  tfae  eharaetar  of  thai  Sua.- ;  and  bealledges  thai 
tiie  praesma  baaexiated  far3i  yean  with  every  dominant  par- 
ed many  •  ■,  by   my 
.iu<  was  farther  from  my  intention  than  to  ra- 
mthesmi                ree  u  on  that  powerful  and  i 
ble  S   ae.     0                 aryi  I  honor  and  admire  it  for  it» noble 
■nantutiona,  us  splendid  public  works,  and  ita  enterpriaa  and 
lint  1    must    pronounce  my  abr*  I  the 
ice  to  which  1  allude,  no  matter  with  whom  it  originated, 
whether  friend  or  foe,  <>r  by  wbomh  ma\  i»-  continued.     Ii 
haa  been  earned  by  the  present  administranon  to  a  moetodioui 
extent  in  Kentucky.     Ahnoal  every  official  incumbent  who 
voted  against  she  present    Ctiief     magistrate,  and   who   wag 
within  the    executive    reach,  has  been   hurled   from   office; 
whiistthose  who  voted  foi  him  have  been  retained,  no  matter 
how  long  they  had  beenintheir  stationa.     I   m  not    practised 
in  Kentucky  by  die  State  Government,  when  in  the  hands  of 
the  opposition  to  this  administration.     Very  lately,  Gov.  Me  t- 
eatfe  lias  appomted  to  one  of  the  Uiree  highest  judicial  sta- 
tions in  tins  State,  a   s  ip]  url  r  of  this  administration.     The 
hi  appointed  is  u  ne|  hew  of  die  gentleman  from  Ma- 
ryland,  (Gen.  Smith,)  and  although   highly  respectable   and 
eimui-iit  in  ins  prot                is  oot  more  bo  than  twenty  oilier 

lawyers   in  tlie  State  bel ring  to  the  opposite   party.     Tlie 

Governor  also  renewed  the  appointment,  or  commissioned  se- 

il  gentleman  opposed  to  him  in  politics,  as  attorney 
tin-  <  'on  i  u  i  on  wealth.     And  rec  sntly  the  Legislature  appointed 
the  President  of  one  of  the  Banks  horn  the  ranks  of  die  friends 
of  this  administration,  and  several  other  officers. 


MB.  MABCVS  ULM.VHKS, 

In  replt  to  Mb.  Clay. 

Mr.  President:  I  will  trouble  the  Senate  with  a  few  words 
in  answer  to  what  has  just  fallen  from  the  honorable  Senator 
from  Kentucky.  He  did  not  intend,  he  assures  us,  to  apply 
his  animadversions  to  the  whole  S'ute  of  New- York,  but  on- 
ly to  the  dominant  party  there — the  political  friends  of  tlie 
M  aster  to  London  (Mr.  V.  B.)  But  sir,  i):.-  state  of  facts  re- 
lative to  the  conduct  of  parties  m  that  State,  will  not  allow  of 
such  a  restricted  application.  If  there  Las  been  any  thing 
censurable  in  that  respect,  tin-  honorable  Senator's  own  politi- 
cal friends  must  come  in  for  a  full  share:  if  any  distinction  is 
to  lie  made,  it  in  favor  of  those  whose  good  opinion 

he  enjoys.  A  recurrence  to  fads  wHl  show,  thai  proscription 
—  if  it  is  so  to  be  railed — enters  more  deeply  into  their  prae- 
vhen  tti  v  get  power,  than  it  does  into  the  practice  of  those 
who  are  selected  as  the  particular  objects  of  attack.  I  could 
refer  to  recent  instances  to  verify  the  assertion.  Give  diem 
success  only  i  city,  and  i!ie  work  of  removal   from 

oftVe  at  s.    They  leave  very  few  "spared  monu- 

ments;" almost  all  are  swe  »t  ort' — from  the  highest  to  the 
lowest,  down  even  to  the  lamp-lighters.  The  truth  is,  sir, 
the  political  friei  Is  of  tlie  Senatorfrom  Kentucky  are  not  con- 
Tarts  to  the  liberal  doctrines  he  has  avowed  on  this  occasion. 
Ii  thev  have  ever  heard  of  them,  they  heed  them  not. 

all,  Mr.  President,it  is  quite  evident,  from  what  we 
have  heard,  in  relation  to  the  conduct  of  parties  in  Maryland 
and  elsewhere,  that  .New  York  does  not  differ  from  other 
States.  Political  men  in  all  of  them  have  the  same  passions, 
and  nr<>  actuated  by  like  motives,  and  only  differ  in  conduct 
by  reason  of  some  difference  in  their  eimimetances.  Where 
there  it  alternation  of  success  and  defeat,  'here  will  be  re- 
movals— railed  restoration  or  retaliation  by  those  who  use 
power,  and  .  ii  by  those  who  feel  it. 

lithe  bo  e  Senator  understand  ak  of  only 

one  der   -a  sii  d  monument,  as  he  called  it 

— friendly  to  the  late  aamh  being  retained  m  New 

"i  p. -herded  me.    The  number c-  changes 

null— and  1  can  assure  him,  that  not- 
sjritl  g  the  ferocious  and  proscribing  policy  ascrH 

us,  he  lias  many  friends  now  enjoying  offices  under  both  the 
i .  oernJ  and  8  ale  governments;  more  than  that,  sir,  Mr. 
\      i  Buren  has  been  censut  ne  of  his   own    poliiiral 

friends,  for  having  counteracted,  as  they  suppose,  the  efforts 
wbieh  have  been  made,  in  -mree,  to  effect  changes. 

So  fir  ai  si     observation  has  extended,  I  ran  discover  no 
sort  of  resemblance  betwi  stual  condition  of  office 

holders  oppoi  administration,   and  that  which  has 

been  rfeseriDsd,     Thej  trayed  as  a  class  of  men  in  the 

most  abject  si:ij.e  of  fear  anil  trembling,  not  daring  to 
but  in  whispers  on  puohc  adaire,  and  even  under  res'.raints  in 


tht-ir  social  intercourse.  They  muy  preeenl  themselves  or 
be  presented  in  this  light  to  the  honorable  Senator,  but  I  am 
sure  they  aie  not  so  presente  I  to  others,  for  that  is  nut  tlnir 
inn-  condition.  Their  political  predilections  and  sentiments 
are  not  ip  strained  by  fear  or  expressed  in  whispers — their  op- 
position is  0]  en  and  active  and  sometimes  noisy,  and  yet  thty 
remain  in  undisturbed  po«  I  tiieii  pillices. 

1  must  again  allude  to  die  grounds  of  thv  removal  of  some 
subordinate  officers  by  the  present  administration,  in  order 
thai  it  may  be  Understood  upon  what  principle  the  uct is  vin- 
ituateil,  and  to  repel  thp-  i-|iar';e  of  Wanton  proscription.      The 

necessities  of  the  late  administration. were  such  that  it  com- 
pelled these  officers  to  become  partisans  in  the  struggle. 
M  ■.  of  tiip-m  mingled  in  die  hottest  of  the  tight;  they  were 
paragraph  writers  for  the  newspapers,  and  the  distributors  of 
political  handbills;  ami  thereby  exposed  themselves  to  the 
vicissitude  to  which  those  are  always  exposed  lor  whom  the 
political  contests  iii  free  governments  are  waged.  If  among 
thisclass  of  ollicers  there  was  more  mortality  attendant  upon 
the  late  conflict,  it  was  because  there  was  more  disease. 

Tie-  Senator  from  Kentucky  has  denounced  removals  from 
office  as  a  violation  of  the  freedom  of  opinion,  and  the  liberty 
of  speech  and  action.  He  advocates  a  course  of  conduct  to- 
wards political  opponents,  characterized  hy  great  moderation 
and  forbearance,  and  what  is  much  more,  lie  professes  to^iave 
conformed  his  actions  to  Ins  precepts.  We  all  of  us,  I  believe, 
admire  these  liberal  sentiments,  and  feel  disposed  in  our  ab- 
to  adopt  them  :o  the  rule  of  our  conduct. 
The  theory  is,  indeed,  beautiful;  but  sir,  do  we  put  diem  in 
up-  when  brought  to  the  experitnenu  I  would  ask  the 
rable  Senator,  n  be  has,  himself,  practised  thecal  I  will 
not  sav  he  has  not,  lieeause  he  assures  us  he  has;  but  1  will 
say  that  some  part  of  his  public  conduct  has  ex|Kjs--il  him  to  a 
strong  suspicion  of  havim.''  deported  from  the  path  which  he 
now  point*  out  as  the  true  one,  and  of  having  wandered  into 
that  which  he  now  thinks  it  is  so  censurable  for  others  to 
have  pursued. 

It  will  be  recollec'e.l,  sir,  that  Uiere  is  considerable  patro- 
nage attached  to  the  Department  of  State.  To  it  appertains 
tie-  selection  of  the  newspapers  in  which  the  laws  of  the 
United  States  are  published.  I  well  remember  that  while 
that  honorable  Senator  was  at  the  head  of  that  Department, 
and  when  the  fortunes  of  the  late  administration  l«gan  to 
wane,  the  patronage  of  publishing  die  laws  was  withdrawn 
from  certuin  public  journals  which  had  long  enjoyed  it. — 
What  was  the  cause  of  this  change — this  removal  from  of- 
fice, I  believe  I  muy  call  it  .'  It  was  not  a  violent  and  vin- 
dictive opposition  to  the  existing  administration.  Some  of 
these  journals  had  scarcely  spoken  in  whispers  against  it. — 
.No  sir,  it  was  for  lukewarnmess — for  neutrality.  A  want  of 
zeal  in  the  cause  of  tlie  administration  was  alleged  to  be  the 
offence;  proscription  was  the  punishment.  Where  was  then 
that  sacred  regard  for  the  freedom  of  opinion  and  the  liberty 
of  speech  and  action  which  wp-  now  hear  so  highly  extolled. 
\V;i  s  not  this  an  attempt  to  control  public  opinion  through  the 
medium  of  the  press,  and  to  bring  that  press  into  a  subser- 
viency to  the  views  of  the  men  in  power  7 

Sir,  I  wish  not  to  be  misunderstood.  I  have  not  alluded 
to  these  things  for  the  purpose  of  accusation.  I  do  not  even 
complain  of  the  manner  in  which  the  honorable  Senator  used 
the  patronage  entrusted  to  him  ;  but  1  do  complain  that  he  has 
seenfil  to  bring  before  this  body  the  conduct  of  a  political  par- 
ty in  New- York  as  a  theme  ot  reproach  and  uiumadveision, 
when  its  conduct  is  not  distinguishable  (except  for  more  mo- 
deration and  tolerance)  from  that  of  his  own  personal  and  po- 
htii-al  friends  in  that  .Siat'-,  when  its  conduct  does  not  diner 
from  that  pursued  by  political  men  m  other  States  ;  and  when 
it  has  a  justification,  if  it  need  d  one,  in  the  honorable  Sena- 
tor's own  example. 


Mr.  Forsyth. — We  are  not  "  man-worshippers'' — wj 
know  not  Mr.  Forsyth  except  as  we  have  seen  iiim  in  the 
Senate  house,  or  read  his  speeches,  but  we  do  almost  wor- 
ship talent — we  do  admire  spirit-stirring,  elevating,  und 
ennobling  eloquence — we  do  feel  all  within  us  of  manliness 
and  pride  aroused,  and  ready  to  rush  from  our  lips  and  hurry 
from  our  pen,  when  we  see  B  Senator  able,  and  willing,  and 
readv  to  vindicate  the  living  and  the  dead  patriots  of  his  coun- 
try, i'rom  foul  aspersion;  and  we  cannot  peruse — we  have  not 
perused  the  following  incomparable  specimen  of  all  that  goes 
to  finish  the  orator,  the  gentleman,  the  Senator  and  the 
man,  without  thinking  of  the  Roman  Virginias — the  "Centu- 
rion— the  highest  of  Ins  class."  Such  is  now  tlie  rank  of  Mr. 
1  -vth,  uiipI  his  i-ll'orts  to  sustain  die  President  and  his  ab- 
sent friend,  will  exist  as  a  monument  of  his  fame,  while  pa- 
triotism, and  honor,  and  worth,  and  eloquence,  and  the  true 
dignity  of  the  statesman,  shall  be  appreciated  in  this  Republic. 
This  speech,  powerful  as  it  is,  replete  with  pungent  rebuke  to 
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apostacy,  and  noble  in  its  display  of  personal  and  political  in- 
tegrity, is  but  an  episode  to  die  speech  already  published. 

SKETCH  OI/  MR.  JPOBSYTH'S  SI'SECH, 

IN    REPLY    TO    MR.    MILLER. 

/ 

Mr.  President  : — We  were  told  by  the  Senator  who  has 
just  concluded,  in  the  beginning  of  his  extraordinary  speech, 

that  he  intruded  to  publish  his  remarks  for  Ins  own  vindica- 
tion. No  fi  lend  of  Mr.  Van  Buren  will  complain  of  the  ful- 
filment of  tins,  intention. 

Of  the  long  list  of  offences  committed  by  Mr.  Van  Buren,  it 
was  natural  that  the  S:;na*or  should  begin*  with  those  at 
home.  He  says  General  Jackson  has  been  separated  from 
him  and  his  friends  by  the  artifices  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  and 
he  tells  us  of  his  own  zeal  and  devotion  to  the  hero  of  New 
Orleans;  and  tead extracts  from  his  own  speech  a!  the  VV'ax- 
aws,  when  he  assured  his  auditors  that  "the  philosopy  of 
nature"  was  "  a  sufficient  guaranty"  for  the  Ouieral's  "  local 
attachments."  How  does  it  appear  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  pro- 
duced this  dreadful  separation?  No  evidence  of  it  is  exhibi- 
ted; and,  with  due  deference  to  the  S  :nator,  I  would  suggest 
that  he  wes  only  mistaken  in  his  history;  "the  philosophy 
of  nature"  was  not  so  strong  a  guaranty  as  he  imagined. — 
But,  is  what  is  insinuated,  fact?  His  General  Jackson  for- 
got'en  his  local  attachments,  the  land  of  his  birth  and  of  his 
earliest  affections,  where  he  has  so  many  devoted  and  disin- 
terested friends'.'  No,  sir;  it  is  not  possible;  General  Jack- 
son has  not  separated  from  South  Carolina,  nor  has  South 
Carolina  yet  withdrawn  from  him,  although  the  Senator 
seems  to  be  earnestly  hunting  up  causes  for  a  divorce. 

The  radical    party  in  South    Carolina — the    Unionists — 
have,  the  Sena'or  says,  given  in  their  adhesion  from  interest- 
ed motives  to  Mr.  Van  Buren  for  the  succession  to  the  Presi- 
dency— and  this  is  another  of  his  crimes.     Now,  sir,  I  do 
not  know  that  it  is  true  that  they  desire  the  succession  for  Mr. 
Van  Buren  ;  certainly,  they  might  go  further  and  fare  worse, 
and  fare  much  worse  and  not  go  quite  so  far.     For  this  sup- 
posed interested  adhesion,  they  are  stigmatised  here  by  one  of 
their    Senators.     I  am  treading,  Mr.  President,  upon  almost 
forbidden  ground;  travelling   into  a   neighboring   State   to 
mingle  in  its  party  strife  ;  but  I  feel  for  these  Radicals — these 
Unionists;  we   acted   together  in  by-gone   times;  we   think 
alike  still ;  and  if  I  were  not  to  say  a  word  in  their  behalf,  as 
the  two  Senators  from  the  State  are  of  the  party  opposed  to 
them  at  home,  they  might  chance  to  be  condemned  for  the 
want  of  the  plea  of  not  guilty  to  the  charge  exhibited  against 
them.     Under  these  circumstances,  I  stand  bound  to  repel  the 
imputations   cast  upon  the  anti-nullifiers  of  South  Carolina, 
and  taking  up  the  evidence,  shall  prove  that  they  are  unjustly 
charged.     What  is  this  evidence  ?  The  Senator  who   makes 
the  charge  on  the  question  of  the  Seminole  war,  stood  by  the 
General  with  firmness   and  zeal ;  defended  him   right  or 
wrong.     The  radicals  were  among  his  censurers,  and  the 
question  is  emphatically  asked,  where   was  Georgia   then? 
Georgia  then  was  where  she  is  now,  and  where  I  trust  she 
will  ever  be  found,  by  the  side  of  the  Unionists,  standing  up  for 
the  right  and  reprehendiug  the  wrong.  The  Senator  seems  to 
imagine    that    true     patriotism   consists    in    favor   of  one's 
friends,  in  ceasing  to  discriminate  between  truth  and  error. — 
Such  is  not  our  theory — for   violated  laws,  we  hold  all  re- 
sponsible, friends  and  foes.     Recent  developements  have 
shown  that  General  Jackson  had  means  of  defence  he  dis- 
dained to  use,  but  if  there  is  one  Georgian,  one  Radical,  who 
regrets  the  part  he  took  on  that  transaction,  I  thank  God,  to 
me,  he  is  unknown.     I  trust,  Sir,  that  to  attone  for  his  own 
-  error  in  defending  what  he  now  insinuates  was  wrong,  he 
does  not,    under  the  power  of  some  master  feeling,  intend  to 
censure  every  thing  that  is  right. 

Mr.  Cobb  and  Mr.  Crawford  have  been  named  by  the  Sena- 
tor. Mr.  Cobb  is  no  longer  among  us  to  answer.  He  did 
his  duty,  according  to  his  conception  of  that  duty,  in  this  and 
every  other  act  of  his  public  life.  His  friends  know  that  his 
conduct  was  open,  and  his  motives  pure.  The  ground  he 
stood  upon  here,  he  never  abandoned  while  he  lived.  Mr. 
Crawford,  I  am  surprised  the  Senator  should  think, — (Mr. 
Miller  said  he  alluded  to  Mr.  Crawford  (Joel)  a  member  of 
the  House  of  Representatives  when  the  Seminole  question 
was  agitated.)  lam  glad  to  be  corrected.  Mr.  Joel  Craw- 
ford  acted  with  his  friends,  and  is  guilty  of  the  charge  of 
having  voted  for  inquiry  into  the  Seminole  war.  He  lives 
to  remember,  not  to  regret  that  act. 

This  union  party,  which  seems  to  haunt  his  imagination, 
if  I  am  not  strangely  mistaken,  had  the  honor,  a  short  time 
since,  to  numberhim  as  a  member  of  it.  (Mr.  Miller  denied 
that  he  had  ever  been.)  Well,  Sir,  the  Senator  ought  to 
know :  but  in  this  fact,  I  cannot  be  mistaken — the  Senator 


was  a  candidate,  brought  forward  by  that  party,  for  the  State 
Government — and  the  cause  of  postponing  for  two  years  the 
elevation  oi  the  accomplished  gentleman  who  now  stands  at 
the  helm  of  her  atl'ans.  The  recollection  of  that  fact  should 
have  prevented  a  charge  against  them  of  being  from  selfish 
motives,  love  of  office,  devoted  to  the  dominant  power:  follow* 
i ne;  like  the  sunflower,  the  motions  of  the  risen  sun.  To  this 
last  charge,  1  do  not  plead  for  thein,  not  guilty — they  do  fol- 
low, like  the  sun-flower — the  sun-flower  does  not  change 
its  attitude  for  the  rising,  or  the  meridian,  or  the  setting  sun. 
Elevating  its  broad  face  to  the  light  of  heaven,  it  stands  un- 
changed, and  is  found  when  lie  sets  in  the  western,  as  it  stood 
'  .  ;>  rose  in  the  eastern  sky.  Poetically  understood,  as 
Ovid  ili  scribes  the  heliotrope,  the  Senator  is  right,  (what  is 
good  in  poetry  is  not  always  good  in  prose,)  and  the  charge 
is,  that  for  interest  sake,  the  South  Carolinians,  unfriendly 
to  the  Senator  know  no  will  but  the  President's,  and  are  obe- 
dient to  his  whistle.  *• 

We  are  taught  to  expect  shoals  of  them  here,  seeking  as  the 
rewards  of  devotion,  honors,  and  trusts,  foreign  missions,  &Cv 
&c,  one  of  them  being  already  before  us,  as  the  avant-cou- 
rier  of  a  thousand  more!  No  allusion  could  have  been  more 
unfortunate.  Who  and  what  is  the  gentleman  at  whom  this 
arrow  has  been  cast,  the  first  of  the  shoal  of  office  seekers  \ 
Why,  sir,  the  Senator  himself  speaks  highly  of  his  character. 
Described  by  his  colleague,  he  is  a  high-minded  niun,  of  ex- 
tensive information  and  unsullied  integrity,  in  whose  hands 
the  best  and  dearest  interests  of  the  people  may  be  safely  con- 
fided. And  are  such  men  office  seekers,  and  interested  devo- 
tees to  existing  power  in  South  Carolina?  If  so — what  are 
the  patriots?  They  must  be  angels.  They  cannot  be  men. 
The  Senator  may  eulogize  his  friends  to  the  utmost  of  his 
power,  exalt  them  in  the  scale  of  talent  and  integrity  to  the 
highest  pitch;  I  venture  to  place  his  opponents  by  their  side, 
and  challenge  comparison  without  fearing  or  intending  to 
depreciate  in  the  slightest  degree  the  honor  of  any  of  South 
Carolina's  distinguished  sons. 

The  arrangement  of  the  first  Cabinet  did  not  please  the 
Senator.  South  Carolina  was  neglected.  Governor  Ham- 
ilton was  told  he  might  have  been  Secretary  of  War,  but  for 
his  violence  against  the  Tariff;  and  what  seemed  to  have 
added  venom  to  the  sting,  South  Carolina  was  not  only 
passed  over,  but  an  Attorney  General  was  looked  for  in  Geor- 
gia; and  all  this  was  the  work  of  the  Dom  Daniel  of  New- 
York.  The  Senator  is  difficult  to  please.  He  liked  not 
the  first,  and  likes  less  the  second  Cabinet.  But  how  was  the 
fact  in  regard  to  Governor  Hamilton?  If  my  memory  de- 
ceives me  not,  he  has  publicly  declared  he  might  have  had 
office,  had  he  desired;  he  did  not  desire  it.  In  this,  and  in 
all  otiier  things,  he  is  incapable  of  deceit.  Passing  the  un- 
pardonable offence  of  going  to  Geovgia  for  a  member  of  the 
first  Cabinet,  does  the  Senator  really  suppose  the  choice  of 
the  late  Attorney  General  was  the  work  of  Mr.  Van  Buren? 
(Mr.  Miller  nodded  an  assent.)  The  Senator  never  commit- 
ted a  more  egregious  mistake.  Of  all  the  men  of  the  day, 
his  equals  in  professional  attainments  and  talents,  admitted  to 
be  great,  I  think  lie  is  the  last  man  who  would  have  been  se- 
lected by  Mr.  Van  Buren;  and  sure  I  am,  Mr.  Van  Buren  is 
the  last  man  on  earth  to  whose  influence  the  late  Attorney 
General  would  have  been  willing  to  owe  his  place. 

Considered  as  the  originator  and  the  fosterer  of  the  dis- 
agreement between  the  first  and  second  officers  of  the  govern- 
ment, Mr.  Van  Buren  is  to  bea.r  the  extremity  of  the  Sena- 
tor's-wrath.  On  this  subjpct,  Mr.  President,  I  can  only  refer 
the  Senate  to  the  explicit  and  prompt  denial  of  the  justice  of 
the  charge  by  the  party  accused,  long  since  publicly  made, 
and  never  yet  impeached  by  any  one  having  a  claim  to 
character.  The  facts  before  the  public  prove  that  the 
charge  is  the  coinage  of  a  distempered  brain,  baseless  as 
the  fabric  of  a  vision.  If  the  Senator  has  any  desire  to  en- 
ter into  further  inquiry,  I  repeat  here  tikis  explicit  and  posi- 
tive denial,  in  the  name  of  an  absent  friend;  and  if  he  ven- 
tures upon  the  investigation,  I  pledge  myself  to  satisfy  even 
his  preoccupied  mind,  that  not  a  shadow  of  suspicion  can  rest 
upon  Mr.  Van  Buren' s  fame.  I  speak  on  the  highest  autho 
rity,  when  I  state  to  the  Senate,  that  his  deportment  in  rela- 
tion to  that  controversy,  deserves  the  respect  and  admiration 
of  every  honorable  and  delicate  mind. 

The  Globe!  the  Globe!  the  official  paper,  has  abused  the 
Senator  and  his  friends.  The  editor  was  brought  here  by 
Mr.  Van  Buren,  and  he  is  accountable  for  all  it  contains;  all 
that  is  bad,  I  mean — he  gets  credit  for  no  good,  appear  where 
it  may. 

This  charge  is  made  because  the  Globe  is  called  the  Go- 
vernment paper,  Mr.  Van  Buren  and  the  Government  being 
previously  identified.  I  must  not  be  misunderstood,  as  de- 
fending the  Editorial  management  of  the  Globe.  I  see  with 
regret  many  attacks  on  persons  for  matters  that  ought  not  to 
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be  brought  before  the  public     I  t  •)]  ion  of  the 

prii  a,  nil  malignant   scrutiny    ii  I 

day  but  i .>f  folint- 1  Theirprh 

ure  known  tu  tl  ,"1'1  "J"" 

rate  to  their  pre  ui  Even 

sive  reerimine  l;   '•  Bir- 

I  do  not  admit  that  Mr.  Van  Buren  or  the  admiuistratic 
responsible  for  iffoncea  much  norm  i  ties 

of  any  i  ■   i  i — even  for  tl*   G  black 

Ba  the  •  'In*  unsullied 

with    tin-  journals    thai  are    published    by 
its  aide,     Bur  dose  the  S  tnator  mean  I  ■    one 

Dt  of  a  new  tpa  er,   ii   ree]  onsible 
for  iu  enormitieel     w    ItheS  r  consent  that  hie  friends 

and  all  his)  opponents  shall  be  judged  by    the  same  rulel     1 
ask  him  the  history  of  the 

in  r  t      1 1  are.     Does  he  remember  the 

I  R     ui. Ii.  .in,    the    Washington    City   Gazette,   the 

Washington  K  Doei  he  knew  any  thirig  of  the 

:\   tional  Journal  and  the  United  S  I  '     li 

o  his  recollection  the  atrocious  calumnies  by   which 
CheJ  ha\  -iheir  dark   insinuations   and   open 

falsehoods,  by  which  the  reputation  of  the  virtuousof  both 
■exes  has  been  wantonly  ana  grossly  I    Slandet    has 

flown — still  flies  to  all  corners  of  OUT  country  as  if  borne    on 
-  of  the  wind. 
If  all  th,  are  present  to  his  view,  will  he  admit 


to  Mr.  Van  Buren.    I  will  not  quarrel  with  the  Sena- 
II     maj  take  either  branch  of  the  alternative. 
1 1      annot  hold  both. 

I    e  formidable  array  of  facts  in  support  of  his  charge  of 
eorru  ainst  Mr.   Van  Buren,  reminds  me  of 

anoeciim  ive  happened  in  France.     There  is  it 

-  such  a  thing  as  an  actum  to  recover  damages  for  se- 
duction, which  maj  be  brought  bv  an  unfortunate  lady  who 
has  listened  too  credulously  to  a  nattering  tongue.    A  pretty 

lady  who  hail  quarreled  and  parted  with  her  lover  called  oil 
ail  a  !...  ate  to  bring  a  mm  for  the  damages  she  had  sustain- 
She  described  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  liaison,  the 
happiness  enjoyed  while  it  lasted,  and  the  time  of  its  dura- 
tion, and  then  us  fatal  end.  Tin-  advocate  listened  with  pro- 
ton,,,|  attention  to  the  story,  and  saw  that  it  was  one  of  those 

-  in  which  it  was  difficult  to  say  who  was  in  fault,  the 
gentleman  or  the  lady,  and  that  an  anion  could  not  be  main- 
tained for  seduction.  How  to  convey  this,  without  offending 
the  fan  on.-,  was  the  difficulty.  All  Frenchmen,  of  all  pro- 
fession.-, avoid  that  as  the  deadliest  of  sins.  The  advocate 
managed  it  with  the  proverbial  skill  of  his  profession  and  of 
his  country.     Madam,  it  would  give  me   infinite   pleasure  to 

your  wishes  and  punish  the  ingrate  who  has  separated 
himself  from  so  much  beauty;  but  I  am  obliged  to  tell  you 
that  the  facts  are  not  sufficient  to  support  an  action.  Tins 
seemed  \  ty  strange  to  the  lady,  as  she  had  been  very  mi- 
nute in  her  detail  of  all    the  facts.     Pouting  and  petulant  she 


that  those  who  I  iatr  i  m  journals  were  participators  oi    left  the  advocate  to  his  hooks   and  briefs.     The  whole  affair 


W  hat.- I'nl  crimi  .'trust  the  reputation  and  ho 

of  his  friends  to  the  application  of  his  own  rule.'    (The  \  ice 
p  S  G  id  any  allusion 

to  the  occupant  of  the  Chairl  Mr.  Fore  h.  Bj  what  au- 
thority, Sir,  do  you  ask  that  qui  'I  v  President 
said  tne  allusion  a  Irreet,  he  had  a  rig] 
aak  the  question.  M  F  syth.  1  deny  toe  i  I  if  it 
is  considered  as  a  question  of  order,  I  appeal  to  the  judgment 
of  ti  S  The  Vice  President  said  if  the  allusion  was 
directed  to  him,  there  was  no  found  it  Mr.  Miller 
*©ee  and  addressed  the  chair.  Mr.  Forsyth  claimed  the  floor, 
which  he  said  he  was  in  some  danger  of  losing  between  the 
C  tir  and  the  Senator.  Ti.eV..,  Pi  laid  the  Senator 
from  Georgia  is  -  floor.  Mr.  F  That 
being  un  1  give  way  with  pleasure  to  the  Senator  for 
anv                                          -ire  to  make.) 

M     MILLER  explain,  d,  and  concluded  by  saying— aeto 
the  rale  by  which  he  judged  others  in  relation  to  the  oi 

was  willing  that  it  should  be  applied  to  himself  and 
his  friends.] 

M    P    i  yth  replied  to  the  argument  as  explained,  and  then 

-as  to  the  public  press,  the  Senator  consents  that  he  and 

Iged  by  his  own  rule. — Then  God  help 

the  S  ids;  for1!.  yond all  human  aid,  and 

so  are  all  those  wh  i  patronize  and  a  i  times  of  Inch 

i-bred  partizan  newspaper.     1. 
io  ot  the  nil.-,  and  to  apply  it  or  i 

id  supporters  of  the  J  theTelegi 

an  !  hi    "A 

\\  City  Gazette  and  1  I 

rid  .-,  Mr.  Van  Buren' 
the    G  I  82  nor  will  p  tory  proof 

il  in  es  ablishing  a  press  here  or 
rthe  purpose  of  dragging  down  by 
any  good   man's  name,   my   vote  shall   damn  lam  here— my 
every  wl 
In  ti,.  ily    frankness,    not    in  t  it  of  this 

1  irre- 

tween  all  his  M 

Van  B  e,  and  tin  '    lief  Mag- 

istn.  P  it  with    hia  pn 

-  is  own  r.o 
0f  th  President  had  the  m  ifortuneto 

.k  that  thl     9  '   Pol(- 

f  the  S  M 

bed  ~  >r,  all  that 

e,\  ■  importanl  servicee 

a,,y  mm  W  His   known    firm- 

nil,  by   h 
eld  up  by  hia  • 
q,i.  from  all  who  ventured  to  ap] 

hi-.  .  I  Judge 

thai  f  the  President      friends, 

«,  or  by  ti.    i  art  allotted 

Mr,  V        B  Id  net  ha-  What, 

sir,  this  pur.-    pat 
will 

any  man'*  hi  I  be  'i' 


s  the 


was  forgotten  by  him  ;  but  in  the  course  of  a  few  da\ 
lady  burst  triumphantly  into  his  room,  exclaiming  with  joy- 
ful eagerness,  another  fact,  sir,  he  seduced  me  again  this 
morning.  And  so  it  is  with  the  Senator.  His  facts,  like  the 
lady's,  do  not  eu  to  the  point  he  must  reach  to  effect  his  pur. 
pose  Each  one  is  like  unto  the  other,  and  all  like  the  seduc- 
tion of  that  moraine. 


Mr.  BROWN,  on  the  conclusion  of  Mr.  HAYNE'S  re- 
marks, adjured  parties  not  to  pursue  this  discussion  .  it  could 
lead  to  no  good.  Every  one's  mmd  wag  no  doubt  made  up. 
L  it  ua  vote,  and  avoid  any  further  irritation,  already  too  great, 
on  this  sit' 

Mi.  FORSYTH  said,  1  am  aware  of  the  propriety  of  the 
suggestion  of  the  gentleman  from  North  Carolina,  and  do  not 
rise  to  continue  the  discussion.  The  genteman  who  has  just 
taken  his  seat  [Mr.  HayneJ  has  expressed  his  opinion — he 
will  of  course  act  upon  it — that  is  his  affair — he  has  founded 
it  on  sources  within  his  reach;  these  sources  are  not  disclosed 
— we  cannot  speak  of  them.  No  evidence  other  than  that 
already  before  the  public,  has  been  referred  to  by  him.  We 
cannot  examine  what  we  do  not  see.  All  this  is  for  the 
judgment  of  others.     The  honorable  Senator  has  said   that 

nurse  he    has   token  in  coming   to  his    conclusion,    was 

j.-sted  by  the   friends  of  Mr.  \.  B.    This  I   must  deny. 

T  rgestion  of  thai  course  was  made  by  the  Senator  from 

Massachusetts  [Mr.    Webster]  who    is  not   to  be   numbered 

amo,:;'  the  friends  of  the  person  nominated,  either  politically 

rsonally.     Although  believing  investigation  unnecessary 

-too  I  ready,  at  all  times,  to    vote    for  it  in  anv  form 

not  disgraceful  to  the  Senate.     The  whole  question  will  soon 

be  before  the  public,  and  we  are  ready  to  abide  by  the  result. 


REMARKS  OF  Mil.  BROWN  OF  N.  C. 

ON     SIR.    VAN    Bt'KEN's    NOMINATION. 

Mi.  Brown  said,   that  unwilling  as  he  had  been,   to  partici- 
in  tins  discussion,  he  could  nor,  in   justice   to  his    own 
feelings,  and  to  the  distinguished  individual,  whosa  nomina- 
tion, ,     M        •  1  to  England,  was  then  before  the  Senate,  re- 
frain from  giving  utterance  to  the  mingled  sentiments  of  in- 
dignation and  regret,  at  the  course  which   the   debate  had 
taken.     A  course  which  struck  him  as  at  least  extraordinary, 
Ctremely  unjust  towards  the  noun 
The  acrimony  with  which  Mr.  Nan  Buren  had  been  as- 
hets  which  had  been  bo  libei ally  bestowed  on 
him,  reqi  ition  at  the  hands  of  those  who 

lie  to  confirming  his  nomination,  against  the 
injurious,  and  as  he  believed,  unwarrantable  charges  which 
had  been  preferred  against  him.  He  would  here  take  leave 
to  remind  gentlemen,  that  reproachful  epithets  afforded  but  a 
poor  substitu'e  for  argument  and  more  especially  when  ad- 
dressed to  a  bod v,  whose  deliberations  should  be  governed  by 
calm  and  dispassionate  consideration. 

The  Senate    had  been  told  bv  the  honorable  gentleman, 
[Mr.  Clay,)   who   had  preceded  him  in  this  debate,  that  Mr. 
\     11  Buret),  when  arting  as  Secretary  of  State,  had  disgraced 
ml    Ins  country,  bj  certain  expressions  contained  in  Ins  .nstruc- 
Ii,     \       ,:,,,.„•,  -  will    tu.  '■     MI.       .       -Minister  to  England,  in  rela 

calmly  reflect,  he  will  b.  that  he    |  -..Ma-ion  iM-'we.-n  the  Lmted  States  and  Grea. 

,8  or,  P  ,hatjBntaiiJ>ontheiub1^tofi^WM^mtta^j Wfj™**" 

he  declared  him  to  be-or  else  flagrant  injustice  has  been    discussion  as  to  whom  the  responsibility  should  attach,  for 
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instructions  given  to  our  foreign  Ministers,   whether  to  the  |  such  an  arrangement  with  thd  British  government,  as  the  lat* 
President  of  the  United  Slates  or  to  his  Secretary  of  Slate,  lie  i  administration  had  proffered,  and  had  failed  to  accomplish.? 


would  concede  to  those  opposed  to  the  nomination,  the  |  nnci 
pie  contended  for  by  them,  thai  the  Secretary  of  State  was  re- 
sponsible for  his  official  conduct,   to  the  fullest  extent.     He 
knew  Mr.  Van  Buren  too  well,   to   believe,  for  a  nu  inent, 
that  he  would  desire  that  any  shield  should  be  interposed  to 
screen  him  from  a  proper  responsibility;  he  believed  he  would 
sooner  court  the  strictest   inquiry,   than  endeavor  to  escape 
from  it.     But  to  return  to  the  instructions.     What  was  the  lan- 
guage which  was  deemed  so  exceptionable'?     In  order  to  re- 
move the  impression,  that  a   feeling  of  hostility  was  felt  in 
this  country  towards  Great  Britain,   which  the  improvident 
course  of  the  late  administration  in  relation  to    the    West  In- 
dia trade  had  produced,  the  late  Secretary  of  State,  had  allud- 
ed to  his  instructions,  to  the  change  which  the  people  of  the 
United  States  had  made,  in  those  who  administered  our  gov- 
ernment, in  the  following  language:  "the  opportunities  which 
you  have  derived,  from  a  participation  in  our  public  councils, 
as  well  as  other  sources  of  information,   will  enable  you  to 
speak  with  confideuce  (as  far   as   you  may  deem  it  proper 
and  useful  so  to  do)  of  the  respective  parts  taken  by  those  to 
whom  the  administration  of  this  government  is  now  commit- 
ted, in  relation  to  the  course    heretofore  pursued  upon  the 
subject  of  the  colonial  trade.     Their  views  upon   that  point 
have  been  submitted  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  and 
the  counsels  by  which  your  conduct  is  now  directed,  are  the 
result  of  the  judgment  expressed  by  the  only  earthly  tribunal 
to  which  the  late  administration  was  amenable  for  its  acts." 
In    making   this  suggestion,   Mr.    Van  Buren  had  asserted 
what  was  most  true;  public  opinion  had  discarded   the  late 
administration  from  power,  and  the  party  to  whom  the  people 
of  the  United  States  had  committed  tlie  reins  of  government, 
had  been,  and  were  then,  favorable  to  the  proposed  arrange- 
ment.    He  could  therefore  recognise  in  this  no  solid  objection; 
but  to  his  mind,  it  had  more  the  appearance  of  the  captious- 
ness  of  verbal  criticism,   than  any  thing  else,     fi  there  was 
anything  in  the  language  which  he  had  noticed,  of  a  submis- 
sive tone,  as  gentlemen  had  supposed,  by  proceeding  a  little 
further,  in  the  instructions,  they  would  have  found  language 
which  would  effectually  have  removed  all  their   apprehen- 
sions, and  shows  if  the  'late    Secretary  of  State  knew  how 
to  use  the  lan<mage  of  conciliation,    he  also  knew  how  to 
speak  in  a  tone^of  manly  firmness  when  urging  the  just  claims 
of  his  country:     That  part  of  the   instructions   to  which   he 
had  reference  was  as  follows :  "If  Great  Britain  deems  it 
adverse  to  her  interests  to  allow  us  to  participate  in  the  trade 
with  her  colonies,  and  finds  nothing  in  the  extension  of  it  to 
others,  to  induce  her  to  apply  the  same  rule  to  us,  she  will, 
we  hope,  be  sensible  of  the  propriety  of  placing  her  refusal  on 
those  grounds.     To  set  up  the  acts  of  the  late  administration, 
as  the  cause  of  forfeiture  of  privileges  which  would  otherwise 
be  extended  to  the  people  of  the  United  States,  would,  under 
existing  circumstances,  be  unjust  in  itself,  and  could  not  fail 
to  excite  their  deepest  sensibility.     The  tone  of  feeling  which 
a  course  so  unwise  and  untenable  is   calculated   to  produce 
would  doubtless  be  greatly  aggravated,  &c."     Here  was  lan- 
guage, firm  and  spirited,  and  indicating  any  thing  else  but 
a  disposition  to  yield  or  compromit  the  honor  of  the  country, 
and  he  could  not  but  consider  it   as  extremely  unjust  on  the 
part  of  the  opponents  of  the  nomination,  to  single  out  detached 
parts  of  the  instructions   without  adverting  to  their  general 
tenor,  and  viewing  them  as  a  whole;  the  only  fair  rule  to  be 
resorted  to  in  the  exposition  of  public  documents. 

But  to  come  back  to  the  charge  of  disgrace  which  had  been 
so  Btronglv  urged  and  relied  upon.  How,  sir,  has  the  Minis- 
ter to  England  disgraced  his  country?  Where  was  the  evi- 
dence of  the  imputed  disgrace  to  be  found?  Was  it  to  be 
found  in  the  fact  that  an  arrangement  has  been  made  between 
the  U.  States  and  Great  Britain,  in  relation  to  her  colonial 
trade,  substantially  on  the  very  same  basis,  as  that  proposed 
under  the  administration  of  Mr.  Adams,  and  were  gentlemen 
who  then  approved  that  measure,  now  prepared  to  condemn 
the  present  administration  for  having  succeeded  in  forming 


Sir,  said  Mr.  "  it  aprears  to  me  that  "there  lie*  the  rub;*' the* 
objection  to  Air.  Van  Buren,  he  feared  with  some  gentlemen,1 
was  nol  thai  he  had  done  too  li/tle,  but  that  be  hud  done  too 
much.  Under  his  auspices  us  Secretary  of  State,  a  restora- 
tion of  the  West  India  trade  had  been  effected,  which  the  late 
administration  had,  by  several  successive  missions  in  vain 
endeavored  to  effect  for  several  years. 

He  called  on  gentlemen  who  had  spoken  so  pathetically  of 
their  country's  disgrace  tu   adduce   some    proof  in  support  of 
the  charge — when  had  the  American  name  stood  more  hon- 
ored?   Under  what  administration  from  the  origin  ofthe  gov- 
ernment to  this  time,  had  the  national  character  held  a  more 
lofty  elevation?     There   was  no  civilized  country,  but  what 
American  character,   American   institutions,  were  themes  of 
the  highest  \  anegyric,  and  none  more  than   in  this  country, 
with  whom  this  dishonorable    transaction,    is   said  to  have 
taken  place.     The  lively  sensibility  which  the  President  had 
on  all  i  ncasions  shown  to  the  honor  of  his  country  forbade  the 
supposition,  that  he  would  ever  have  sanctioned  instructions 
to  a  foreign  Minister,  by  which  the  character  of  his  country 
was  to  be  compromised.     That  he  had  authorized  the  lan- 
guage of   conciliation   to   be  used  in  the  instructions  to  the 
minister  to  England,  was  most  honorable  to  him.     From  what 
President  could  a  spirit  of  conciliation  and  countesy  towards 
England,  come  with  more  propriety  than  from  him,  by  whose 
valor  in  the  field,  her  pride  had  been  humbled. 

There  is  no  mark  more  infallible  as  regards  the  degree  of 
wisdom  with  which  a  nation  is  governed,  than  the  respecta- 
bility of  that  nation  in  other  countries.  All  history  will  testify 
to  the  truth  of  the  remark,  that  an  administration  conducted 
feebly,  is  contemptible  abroad,  and  that  which  is  conducted 
with  wisdom  and  vigor,  never  fails  to  secure  respect. 

Mr.  Brown  said  he  would  not  institute  a  comparison  be- 
tween the  management  of  our  diplomatic  affairs,  under  the 
present  administration,  and  that  which  had  preceded  it,  and  it 
would  be  from  no  apprehension,  that  the  result  would  not 
redound  greatly  to  the  credit  of  tlie  existing  administration. 

Mr.  Van  Buren  had,  we  believed,  while  acting  as  Secreta- 
ry of  State,  accomplished  more  in  less  time  than  any  of  his 
predecessors.  Comparatively  inexperienced  in  'he  new  sta- 
tion in  which  he  had  been  placed,  the  readiness  with  which 
he  had  adapted  himself  to  it,  the  rapidity  with  which  he  had 
been  called  to  act,  the  ease  with  which  he  had  comprehended 
the  arduous  and  difficult  duties  of  Secretary  of  State,  bore 
honorable  testimony  to  his  abilities  as  a  stateman. 

It  had  been  objected  to  the  nominee,  that  he  had  introduced 
into  the  government  of  the  U.  S.  the  party  intrigues  and  dis- 
cipline, said  to  prevail  in  his  own  Slate.  Without  stopping  to 
notice  what  he  considered  an  unjust  reflection,  on  the  public 
character  of  a  great  and  patriotic  member  of  this  confederacy, 
he  called  those  who  made  the  charge,  to  support  it  by  proof. 
It  was  honorable  to  the  reputation  of  Mr.  Van  Buren,  both 
public  and  private,  that  when  his  enemies  were  asked  to  fur- 
nish evidence,  in  support  of  the  charges  urged  against  him, 
that  they  were  unable  to  fix  upon  him  any  one  of  them,  by  the 
semblance  of  proof.  Possessing  talents  of  a  high  order,  and 
rapidly  growing  in  the  esteem  of  his  countrymen,  it  was  not 
a  matter  of  surprise,  that  he  had  been  marked  out,  as  the  vic- 
tim of  persecution. 

Mr.  B.  could  conceive  of  no  adequate  reason  or  motives  for 
rejecting  the  nomination  of  the  Minister  to  England.  He 
was  peculiarly  fitted  for  the  station  which  he  then  filled. — 
His  thorough  and  intimate  acquaintance  with  the  commercial 
relations  of  the  two  countries,  pointed  h?m  out  as  a  fit  and 
proper  representative  of  our  interests  at  the  Court  of  Great 
Britain.  The  State  of  New  York  had  repeatedly  vouched 
for  his  character  and  standing,  by  bestowing  on  him  the 
highest  civil  honors  within  her  gift.  Mr.  B.  said,  he  there- 
fore, considered  it  a  duty,  which  lie  owed  to  the  country,  and 
to  the  individual  then  representing  us  at  the  Court  of  Great 
Britain,  to  vote  for  confirming  his  nomination. 


M 


(OlCtOI'i)  \  U£N(  I.. 

Letter  of  the  He  i>ui>'i,in  M  '  tAe  .Vic   York  Lefts- 

f       dent. 

Alii  v     .     ! 

|,  United  S 

Sir— Tin-  hi.  "  rth 

which  the}  have  been  charged  by   ;  in  memo 

tne  ;        ,  \        i         have  th  •  ho  lor  to 

truil.  -  of  a  iiu-.  lias;  held  by  them 

m  t),   ,-.  9         .hi  th  •  3d  nisi.     In  doing  so,  they 

cam.  lUu" 

wul,  new  the  act  to  which  those  pro 

A  great  majority  of  the  citizens  of  th     9  n  re- 

peated  evidences  of  the  hi»h  estimation  in  which  Ihey  have 
held  your  administration  of  the  affaire  of  the  nation.     The  in- 
flexible integrity  which  has  mark  ur  public  I 
],fe — the  more  th  in  military  courage,  with  which  the  respon- 
sibilities of  your  hi  -)i  station    h                  assumed,  ani 
con>                                -■  ■■!  by  yon  to  th.-  purity  of  the  Con-  j 
stitutioi.,  I              tngthened  their  attachment  to  your  i 
and  your                        tnd  they  have  not  ' 
tne  ,'   ..             which  i]     s]  lendid  career  <>f  d  military  life, 
has  been  fol.   .ved  by  the  many  signal  blessings  which  your 
civil  admit                                                          mtry. 

.  ith  pride,  the  selecti  in  ot  Mr.  Van 
Burcti  bv  your  Excellency  as  Secretary  of  State:  Out  citi- 
zens had  given  repeal  d  evidences  of  I  ifidence  in  him. 
With  the  watchfu  -.  they  had  re- 
gard induct,  in  the  various  stations  to  which  he  had 
been  called,  by  tliu  constituted  authorities  of  the  Stare.  They 
had  witn.  iimcnt  under  all  circun  i  the 
principles  of  the  democracy  of  th  icountry,  and  they  had  then 
ntfy  evinced  th  .it'  their  confidence  by  elevating 
him  to  the  highest  office  within  their  gift  They  fell 
your  Excellency's  removal  of  him  to  a  wider  B]  h  tre  was  an 
aetofiusi  ipacity,  honesrj  litytothe 
constitution,  mid  to  the  character  of  this  State  and  the  fei  lings 
of  i-  They  cheerfully  acquiesced  h  I 
and  freelv  surrendered  their  most  distinguished  follow-citi- 
zen  to  your  call,  because  they  recognized  in  it  additional  con- 
firmation of  th<  high  hopes  they  had  imbibed  of  the  character 
of  your  administration.  Theysawwith  undissembled  pi 
sure,  his  efforts  to  aid  your  Excellency  in  your  succ< 
attempt  to  restore  the  government  to  its  purity;  and  when  his 
withdrawal  from  the  high  station,  to  which  your  partiality 
had  exulted  him,  became  necessary  for  the  preservation  of 
your  peace  again?'  ks  of  those  who  were  anke  ene- 
mies to  your  person  and  your  principles,  they  beheld  in  y ■ 

continued  confidence  in  him,  irrefragable  I  no  com- 

bination a  ■  theeyes  of  your  Excellency,  to  the  cause 

of  your  country,  and  no  personal  considerations,  arrest  your 
efforts  for  the  common  welfare.  They  saw,  that  amid  the 
assaults  made  upon  your  principles  by  unfaithful  servants, 
the  honor  of  our  country  was  not  lost  to  your  view,  and  they 
felt  that  the  same  ardent  patriotism,  which  had  been  mani- 
fested on  the  walls  of  New  Orleans,  had  been  brought  into 
the  adminiatration  of  the  government  They  Baw  and  felt 
this,  in  the  effbn  made  by  your  Excellency,  to  acquire  by 
frank  and  honest  neg  itiation,  that  for  which  we  hadwarred 
Wltti  ,  |  iajn;  which  had  been  abandoned  if  not  surren- 

dered by  subtle  diplomacy;  and  iq  on  which  your  Excellency, 
at  least,  had  not  been  sili 

Th-  |  l  .fthis  whole  country,  felt  in  heir  con- 

fidence in  your  Excellency  was  not  misplaced;  tor  they  Baw 
and  knewtaaj  lerations  of  a  private  nature  could  for 

a  moment  affect   your  ardent  desire  to  promote  the  common 

weal.  i 

It  ,g  tr,;.  ■  re  aware  thai  there  were  citizens  in  Uub 

Union,  who  could  justify  and  participate 'in  this  Burrendi 
"free 'trad.-  and  =>  ir's  rights,"  who  could  "calculati 
value  of  ■  I  n,"  and  who  could  luugh  at  our  oalan 
in  a  period  of  war  and  general  i  But  they  could  not 

believe  thai  such  f.  ;'"t!'- 

erto  unsullied  government,  and  ould 

ever  tempt  of  your] 

to  s,  •   f,,r  our  country,   for  which  we  ha  I   pxpended 

millions  of  our  money,  and  for  which  thousands  of  our  citi- 
zens had  bud  downthi  M  I 

^  I  v,-r  appreciated  the  feelings  of  the 
people  of  this  country,  and  it  will  not  now  be  difficult  for  you 
to  jud"-e  of  those  which  Lis  whole  community, 
against  an  uct  un  dsofour  country; 
^  herto  exalted  character  of  our  na- 
tion d  Senate-  State  I  Isto  m 

un  attachment  to  the  Union;  and  which  has  directly  attacked 


■  'minis: ration  that  is  founded  deep  in  tlie  arl'ections  of  the 

The  state  of  New  York,  sir,  is  capable  in  itself,  of  aveng- 

itythusol  -   character,  in  the    person 

Hut  we  should  be  unmindful  of  our  duty, 

ir  sympathy  with  your  Kx- 

■dation  of  the 

country  you  h  so  well,      let    l>e  assured,    sir,  that 

:  it  in  the  pepple,  and  that  those 
whom  we  have  the  bono]  to  represent,  ardently  desire aa  op- 
port'  their  undiminished  confidence  in  un 
administration,  which  i  character  of  our  coun- 
try, which  has  restt             purity  of  the  government,  send  has 

shed  abr  ad  upon  tne  whole  nation    the    Continued    blessings 

of  peace  and  prosj  erity. 

In  the  fervent  ho]  •  ,  that  your  Excellenrv  Inav  vet  be 
spared  many  years    to  bleSB  BJld  adorn    the   only     free    liution 

ujion  earth,  we  remain     Your  sincere  friends,  and 

\  ery  humble  servant, 

\    P.  TALI. MAI"  THOMAS  kRMSTRONCL 

LEVI  BEAKDSL1    f,  JOHN  P.  HUBBARD. 

J.  \v   EDMONDS,  i:   LITCHFIELD, 

(11  \s  L.  LIVINGSTON,  WM.  SE1  MOUR, 

(;.   OSTRANDER,  AARON  REMER 

.in    WILLIAMSON,  JAS.    HUGHSTON, 

PETER  WOOD,  w  M.  11    ANGEL. 
ED.  HOWELL,           ^^^^ 

THF.  PRESIDENT'S  REPLY. 

W  \-hinoton,  Pel  > :.  1834 
Gentlemen:  I  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  youi  letter  of 
the  9th  inst.  enelismg  the  resolutions  u  seed  "at  a  meeting 
of  the  republican  members,  of  th  I.  gislature  of  Naw  York" 
on  the  rejection  by  the  Senate  of  the  United  States  of  the 
nomination  of  Martin  Vi  Munistei  to  England. 

I  am  profoundly  grateful  for  the  approbation  which  that 
distinguished  body  of  my  re,  nblican  fellow  citizens  of  New- 
Voik  nave  on    thai  .  been  pleased  to  express  of  the 

past  admit  istratiot:  of  the  aihurs  placed  in  in)  charge  by  the 
people  ot:  ne  United  States,  and  for  tla-ir  generous  offers  of 
continued  confidence  and  support.  Conscious  of  the  rectitude 
of  myinte  ,  in  all  the  vicissitudes  of  my 

public  life,  has  been  u;'on  the  virtue  and  patriotism  of  an  en- 
lightened  people. 

Their  (generous  snppcrt  linslmn  my  shield  and 
my  stay,  whe.i.  in  times  past,  til  e  zealous  perform- 
ance of  tin-   iirdiiiiii.  military  duties  allotted  to  nie, 

I i;h    crowned   Willi  success,   was  sought    to  be 

Hindi'  a  ground  of  rt'in'uiu'li;  and  lliis  n.uiiifcsla- 
lon  on  tne  part  of  my  fcllow-citizc,"*  of  ,nt"  fjreat 
State  of  Xnv  York,  as-  un  s  me  tliat  snviccs  not 
les,  faithful  in  the  civil  administration  will  not 
be    less   successfully    tic  fended. 

When  such  rehauce  fails  the  public  servant,  public  liberty 
will  be  in  danger:  *br  if  the  people  become  insensible  to  in- 
Ues offered  to  those,  who,  with  pure  intentions  devote 
themselves  to  the  advancement  of  the  safety  and  happiness  of 
miitrv,  public  virtue  will  '■<■;:*•■  to  be  respected,  and  pub- 
lic trwsts  will  be  sought  for  other  rewards  than  those  of  pa- 
triotism. 

I  CANNOT  WITHHOLD  MY    ENTIRE  CONCUR- 
RENCE  WITH  THE  REPUBLICAN   MEMBERS  OF 
THE    LEGISLATURE    IN    THEIR  HIGH  ESTIMA- 
TION   OF    THEM    EMINENT  FELLOW  CITIZEN, 
WHOM    THEY    HAVE    SO    GENEROUSLY  COME 
FORWARD  TO  SUSTAIN.    TO  THIS  I   WILL  ADD 
THE    \ssl  RANGE  OF  MY    I  [^DIMINISHED  RES- 
PECT FOR    HIS    GREAT    PUBLIC    AND  PRIYATE 
WORTH     \M>   M^i    n  II.  CONFIDENCE    IN    THE 
INTEGRITY  OF  HIS  CHARACTER. 
In  calling  him  to  the  department  of  state  from  the  exalted 
on  he  then  occu|  ied  by  the  suffrages  of  the  people  of  his 
l  was  not  influenced  more  by  his  acknowledged 
talents  and  public  -■  than  by  the  general  wish  and  ex- 

pectanon  ofthe  Republii       P  i   f  throughout  the  Uniojt.  The 
bilityand  success  which  distinguished  hisndministra- 
i  of  thai  department,  base  fully  justified 
tion. 

I  oweii  to  the  late  Secret  a  ry  of  State,  to  myself, 
and  to  tin-  A  iim  rican  |  »  >|;te  on  this  occasion  to 
slate.  1  lial  as  far  as  is  know  n  lo  inc.  he  had  no  par- 
ticipation whatever  in  Ihc  occurrences  relative 
to  i'n\  self  and  tin-  miiiiuI  ofliecr  of  the  irovern- 
ment.  or  in  the  ilissolul  ion  of  the  late  cahinct;  and 
thai  Users  is  no  ground  for  i  in  put  intr  to  him  the 
lia%  in"  advised  those  removals  from  office  which, 
iii  I  In  discharge  Of  my  constitutional  function*,  it 
\%  as  deemed  proper  to  make.    nuriiiRhis  contbwa 

a  nee  in  the  ealinel.  his  exertions  were  directed  to 
produce  hurinony  unions  its  members;  and  lie  uni- 
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FGRMLV  ENDEAVORED  TO  SUSTAIN  HIS  COL- 
LEAGUES. HIS  FINAL  RESIGNATION  WAS  \ 
SACRIFICE  OF  OFFICIAL  STATION  TO  WHAT 
HE  DEEMED  THE  BEST  INTERESTS  OF  THE 
COUNTRY. 

Mr.  McLane,  our  then  minister  at  London,  having  pre- 
viously asked  permission  to  return,  it  was  my  own  anxious 
desire  to  commit  the  important  points  remaining  open  in  our 
relations  with  Great  Britain,  to  a  successor  in  whose  peeuliaj 
fitness  and  capacity  I  had  equal  confidence  :  and  to  mj  selec- 
tion, Mr.  Van  Bureii  yielded  a  reluctant  assent.  In  urging 
upon  him  that  sacrifice,  I  did  not  doubt  that  I  was  doing  the 
best  for  the  country,  and  acting  in  coincidence  with  the  public 
wish  ;  and  it  certainly  could  not  have  been  anticipated  that,  in 
the  manner  of  successfully  conducting  and  terminating  an 
important  and  complex  negotiation,  which  had  previously 
received  the  sanction  ofboth  houses  of  congress,  there  would 
have  been  found  motives  for  embarrassing  the  executive  ac- 
tion and  for  interrupting  an  important  foreign  negotiation. 

I  CAN  NEVER  BE  LED  TO  DOLBT,  THAT  IN 
THE  INSTRUCTIONS  UNDER  WHICH  THAT  NE- 
GOTIATION RELATIVE  TO  THE  TRADE  WITH 
THE  BRITISH  WEST  INDIES  WAS  CONDUCTED 
AND  SUCCESSFULLY  CONCLUDED,  THE  PEO- 
PLE OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  WILL  FIX  I) 
NOTHING  EITHER  DEROGATORY  TO  THE  N  V- 
TIONAL  DIGNITY  AND  HONOR,  OR  IMPROPER 
FOR  SUCH  AN  OCCASION. 

THOSE  PARtS  OF  THE  INSTRUCTIONS  WHICH 
HAVE  BEEN  USED  TO  JUSTIFY  THE  REJEC- 
TION OF  MR  VAN  BUREN'S  NOMINATION  BY 
THE  SENATE  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES,  PRO- 
CEEDED FROM  MY  OWN  SUGGESTION  .  WERE 
THE  RESULT  OF  MY  OWN  DELIBERATE  INVES- 
TIGATION AND  REFLECTION;  AND  NOW,  AS 
WHEN  THEY  WERE  DICTATED,  APPEAR  TO  ME 
TO  BE  ENTIRELY  PROPER  AND  CONSONANT  TO 
M\  PUBLIC  DUTY. 

I  FEEL,  GENTLEMEN.  THAT  I  AM  INCAPABLE 
OF  TARNISHING  THE  PRIDE  OR  DIGNITY  OF 
THAT  COUNTRY.  WHOSE  GLORY,  BOTH  IN  THE 
FIELD  AND  IN  THE  CIVIL  ADMINISTRATION 
IT  HAS  BEEN  MY  OBJECT  TO  ELEVATE  :  AND 
I  FEEL  ASSURED  THAT  THE  EXALTED  ATTI- 
TUDE WHICH  THE  AMERICAN  PEOPLE  MAIN- 
TAIN ABROAD,  AND  THE  PROSPERITY  WITH 
WHICH  THEY  ARE  BLESSED  AT  HOME,  FUL- 
LY ATTEST  THAT  THEIR  HONOR  AND  HAPPI- 
NESS HAVE  BEEN  UNSULLIED  IN  MY  HANDS. 

A  participation  in  the  trade  with  the  British  We3t  India 
Islands,  upon  terms  mutually  satisfactory  to  the  United  States 
and  Great  Britain,  had  been  an  object  of  constant  solicitor!. 
with  our  government  from  its  origin.  During  the  long  and 
vexatious  history  of  this  subject,  various  propositions  had 
been  made  with  but  partial  success;  and  in  the  administra- 
tion of  my  immediate  predecessor  more  than  one  attempt  to 
adjust  it  had  ended  in  a  total  interruption  of  the  trade. 

The  acknowledged  importance  of  this  branch  of  trade,  the 
influence  it  wras  believed  to  have  had  in  the  elections  which 
terminated  in  the  change  of  the  administration,  and  the  gene- 
ral expectation  on  the  part  of  the  people,  that  renewed  efforts, 
on  frank  and  decisive  grounds,  might  be  successfully  made  to 
recover  it,  imposed  upon  me  the  duty  of  undertaking  the  task. 

Recently,  how-ever,  Great  Britain  had  more  than  once  de- 
clined renewing  the  negotiation,  and  placed  her  refusal  upon 
objections  which  she  thought  proper  to  take  to  the  manner  of 
our  previous  negotiation  and  to  claims  which  had  at  various 
times  been  made  upon  the  part  of  our  government. 

The  American  government,  notwithstanding,  continued  its 
efforts  to  obtain  a  participation  in  the  trade.  It  waived  the 
claims  at  first  insisted  upon,  as  well  as  the  objection  to  the 
imposition  by  Great  Britain  of  higher  duties  upon  the  produce 
of  the  United  States  when  imported  into  the  West  Indies,  than 
upon  the  produce  of  her  own  possessions,  which  objection 
hadbeen  taken  in  1819  in  a  despatch  of  the  then  Secretary  of 
State. 

A  participation  in  the  trade  with  the  British  West  In- 
dia Islands  could  not  have  been,  at  any  time,  demanded  as  a 
right  any  more  than  in  that  to  the  British  European  ports.  In 
the  posture  of  affairs  already  adverted  to  therefore,  the  Ex- 
ecutive could  ask  nothing  more  than  to  be  permitted  to  en- 
gage in  it  upon  the  terms  assented  to  by  his  predecessor  and 
winch  were  the  same  as  those  previously  offered  by  Great 
Britain  herself.  Even  these  had  been  denied  to  the  iate  ad- 
ministration, and  for  reasons  arising  from  the  view's  enter- 
tained by  the  British  government  of  our  conduct  in  the  past 
negotiation. 


It  was  foreseen  (hat  this  refusal  might  lie  repeated  and  on 
the  same  grounds.  When  it  became  the  duty  of  the  Execu- 
tive, rather  than  disappoint  the  expectations  of  the  people  and 
wholly  abandon  the  trade,  to  continue  the  application,  it  was 
proper  to  meet  the  objection  to  the  past  acts  of  the  American 
administration,  which  objection,  as  had  been  foreseen,  was 
actually  made  and  fur  some  time  insisted  upon. 

It  is  undoubtedly  t  lie  duty  of  all  to  sustain,  by  an  undivided 
and  patriotic  front,  the  action  of  the  constituted  authorities 
towards  foreign  nations:  and  this  duty  requires,  that  during 
the  continuance  of  an  administration  in  ofncej  nothing  should 
be  done  tu  i  mbarrasS  the  Executive  intercourse  in  its  foreign 
policy,  unless  upon  a  conviction  that  it  is  erroneous.  A 
thorough  change  in  the>  administration,  however,  raises  up 
Other  authorities  of  equal  dignity,  and  equally  entitled  to  re- 
spect :  and  an  open  adoption  of  a  different  course  implies  no 
separation  of  the  different  parts  of  the  government :  nor  does 
an  admission  of  the  inexpediency  or  impracticability  of  previ- 
ous demands  imply  any  want  of  respect  for  those  who  may 
have  maintained  them. 

TO  DEFEND  THE  CLAIMS,  OR  PRETENSIONS, 
AS  THEY  HAD  BEEN  INDISCRIMINATELY  CAL- 
LED,  ON  EITHER  SIDE,  IN  THE  PREVIOUS  COR- 
RESPONDENCE, WHICH  HAD  BEEN  FOR  A  TIME 
URGED  BY  THE  LATE  ADMINISTRATION, 
WOULD  HAVE  BEEN  TO  DEFEND  WHAT  THAT 
ADMINISTRATION,  BY  WAIVING  THEM,  HAD 
ADMITTED  TO  BE  UNTENABLE,  AND  IF  THAT 
WHICH  HAD  BEEN  BY  THEM  CONCEDED  TO 
BE  INEXPEDIENT,  COULD  NOT  BE  SUSTAINED 
AS  PROPER,  I  PERCEIVE  NOTHING  DEROGATO- 
RY, AND  SURREY  NOTHING  WRONG,  IN  CON- 
DUCTING THE  NEGOTIATION  T  PON  THE  COM- 
MON AND  ESTABLISHED  PRINCIPLE,  THAT  IN 
A  CHANGE  OF  ADMINISTRATION  THERE  MAY 
BE  A  CORRESPONDING  CHANGE  IN  THE  POLI- 
CY AND  COUNSELS  Oh  THE  GOVERNMENT.— 
This  principle  exists  and  is  acted  upon,  in  the  diplomatic  and 
public  transactions  of  all  nations.  The  fact  of  its  existence  in 
the  recent  charge  of  the  administration  of  the  American  gov- 
ernment, was  as  notorious  as  the  circulation  of  the  American 
press  could  make  it;  and  while  its  influence  upon  the  policy 
of  foreign  nations  was  both  natural  and  reasonable,  it  was 
proper,  according  to  my  sense,  of  duty,  frankly  to  avow  it,  if 
the  interests  of  the  people  of  the  United  States  should  so  re- 
quire. 

Such  was  the  motive,  and  such  and  nothing  more,  is  the 
true  import  of  the  instructions,  taken  as  a  whole,  which  I  di- 
rected to  be  s:iven  to  our  minister  at  London,  and  which  nei- 
ther expressed  nor  implied  condemnation  of  the  government 
of  thy  United  States,  nor  of  the  late  administration,  further 
than  had  been  implied  by  their  own  acts  and  admissions. 

I  could  not  reconcile  it  to  my  sense  of  public  duty,  or  of 
national  dignity,  that  the  United  States  should  suffer  continul 
ed  injury  or  injustice,  because  a  former  adminisira'ion  had 
insisted  upon  terms  which  it  had  subsequently  waived,  or 
had  failed  seasonably  to  accept  an  offer  which  it  had  after- 
wards been  willing  to  embrace.  The  c6nduct  of  previous 
administrations  was  not  to  be  discussed  either  for  censure  or 
defence;  and  only  in  case  "  the  omission  of  this  government 
to  accept  of  the  terms  proposed  when  heretofore  offered,1' 
should  "  be  urged  as  an  objection  now,"  it  was  made  the 
duty  of  the  minister  "to  make  the  British  government  sen- 
sible of  the  injustice  and  inexpediency  of  such  a  course." 

Both  the  right  and  the  propriety  of  setting  up  the  past 
acts  of  previous  administrations  to  justify  the  exclusion  of 
the  United  States  from  a  trade  allowed  to  all  other  nations,  was 
distinctly  denied,  and  the  instructions  authorised  the  minister 
to  state  that  such  a  course  towards  the  United  States  "  under 
existing  circumstances,  would.be  unjust  in  itself,  and  could 
not  fail" to  excite  the  deepest  sensibility — the  tone  of  feeling 
which  a  course  so  unwise  and  untenable  is  calculated  to 
produce,  would  doubtless  be  greatly  aggravated  by  th«  con- 
sciousness that  Great  Britain  has,  by  orders  in  council  opened 
her  colonial  ports  to  Russia  and  France,  notwithstanding  a 
similar  omission  on  their  part  to  accept  the  terms  offered  by 
the  act  of  the  5th  July,  1825  ;"— he  was  told  that  he  could  not 
press  this  view  of  the'subject  too  earnestly  upon  the  consider- 
ation of  the  British  ministry  ;"  and  the  prejudicial  influence 
of  a  course  on  the  part  of  the  British  government  so  unwise 
and  unjust  upon  the  future  relations  of  the  two  countries, 
was  cleariy  announced  in  the  declaration  that  "it  has  bear- 
ings and  relations  that  reach  beyond  the  immediate  question, 
under  discussion." 

If  the  British  government  shotild  decline  an  arrangement 
"on  the  ground  of  a  change  of  opinion,  or  in  order  to  pro- 
mote her  own  interests,"  a  prompt  avowal  of  that  purpose 
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was  demanded;  but  if  they   ifaould  not  lie  prepared  tu  take 
that  ground,  "bin  suffer  the:  I  nitrd 

States  should,  in  expiation  of  supposed  |  kehmants, 

be  driven  to  the  necessity  g  their  legislative  ateis 

without  knowledge  of  us  effect,  and  wholly  dependent  upon 
the  indulj  Britiun;"  theywei  tde  sensi- 

ble of  tlie  impracticability  of  that  course,  and  to  !>e  taught 
i  ;*ct  such  measures  on  oar  part  as  would  vindicate  our 
national  interest   and   honor.      To    announce    distinctly  to 
B  would  ii"t  submit  to  a  continued  injus- 

■  <\  the 
Amei  it  were  nght  or  wrong, 

ivioub  import  of  the  whole  instruotia 

If         i  to  be  stated  toQ      I  Bi 

that  finding  1,  essors  to  have  been  in  error,    as  was 

implied  i  living  the  terms  they  had  advo- 

!,  and   had,  in  expiation  of  those  ern  I  the 

trad,-  to  the  ideas'  B    i         overnment,  the  int 

of  thi   I  S  iffere  I,  and  their  I 

lerations, 
ud  uiiju  t,  and  m   cl  owing  his    purpose 

not  to  submit  to  such  treatment,  he  I  he  in- 

•  Ins  fellow  ci-  d  sustain  the  honor  and  dig- 

ountry. 

1  I  d  of  my  i 

i!»-  upon  the  nriuciple,  early  an 
of  asking  but  what  is  right,  and  submitting 

%  that  is  wrong,  1  asked  that  only  of  which  the  jua- 
iould  not  be  denied!     I 
upon  terms  just  to  the  I  States,  and  mutually  advanta- 

geous to  both  countries.     1  directed  a  simple  and  dim  met  pro- 
position in  conformity  with  these  principles,  to  be  subi 


to  theBritish  government,  and,  resolving  to  be  contented  with 
nothing  less,  1  uhirj  ranged  the  trade  upon  the  basts 

of  that  pro  without  retraction,  modification  orrhunge 

-IK  THI      NATIONAL    HONOR    HAD    NOT    BEEN 
THoruHT    TARNISHED     BY    RETRACING     OUR 
ST1  PS,  B\    i  LAIMING   MORE  AND  ULTIMATELY 
CONSENTING  TO  TAKE  LESS,  AND  IN  PACT  OB- 
TAINING   NOTHING;  I  feel   assured,    that  in  requiring 
that  whnh  my  predecessors  hud  conceded  to  be  enough;  and 
ning  all  thai  was  demanded,  my  countrymen  will  Bee 
their  pride,  or  th  sir  honor. 
If  I  required  m  than  1  derive  from  a  review 

of  tin-  subject,  1  should  find  it  in  the  gratitude  I  feel  for  the 
■a  which  has  crowned  my  efforts.     I  shall  always  pos- 
fying  recollection,  thai  I  have  not  disappointed 
the  expectations  of  my  coontrymen,  who,  under  an  arrange- 
•  depending  for  its  ]  ermanence  upon  our  own  wisdoin,'arc 
participating  in  a  valuable  trade  upon  terms  more  advanta- 
geous than  tho  •■  which  the  illustrious  Fathei  of  his  Country 
willing  toaeee)  t;  upon  terms  as  favorable  as  those  which 
regulate  the  ti  mentions  with  Great  Britain 

which  have  been  sought  without  success  from  the  earli- 
est periods  of  our  history. 

I  pray  you,  gentlemen,  to  present  to  the  republican  mem 
bers  of  the  leg  Of  New  York,  and  tu  accept  for  your- 

selves individuals,  the  assurance  ot  niy  highest  regard  and 
consideration.  ANDREW  JACKSON. 

M  s.  N.  P.  Tallmadge,  Thomas  Armstrong,  Levi 
Beardsley,  John  F.  Hubbard,  J.  W.  Edmonds, 
Chas.  1.."  Livingston,  Gideon  Ostrander,  John  M. 
Willia  i  son,  Peter  Wood,  E.  Howell,  Elisha 
Litchfield,  William  Seymour,  Aaron  Remer,  Jas. 
Hughston,  Wm.  H.  Ange). 


GEN.  SMITH  AND  MR.  CLAY. 

From  the  National  Intelligencer.  - 
TO  THE  EDITORS. 
Gentlemen  : — Please  to  give  a  place  in  your  paper  of  to- 
morrow (if  practicable)  to  the  enclosed  statement,  and  you 
will  greatly  oblige  Your  obedient  servant, 

*         '        &  S.  SMITH. 

Uth  February,  1832. 

In  a  speech  of  Mr.  Clay's,  made  in  the  Senate  and  re- 
ported in  the  Intelligencer  of  the  30th  January  last,  that  gen- 
tleman stated,  "It  (the  bill  for  meeting  the  British  act  of 
Parliament)  was  brought  before  Congress  in  the  session  of 
1825-6,  not  at  the  instance  of  the  American  Executive,  but 
upon  the  spontaneous  and  ill-judged  motion  of  the  gentleman 
from  Maryland,  (Mr.  Smith,")  &c. 

In  my  reply,  I  made  the  following  remarks  : 

"Before  I  finish  my  remarks,  Mr.  President,  I  will  notice 
what  was  passed  between  the  then  Secretary  of  State,  (Mr. 
Clay,)  and  myself,  in  relation  to  the  act  of  Parliament  of 
July,  1825.  I  first  saw  a  copy  of  that  act  in  Baltimore,  and 
mentioned  it  to  the  Secretary.  He  said  that  he  had  the  act 
in  his  possession,  and  handed  it  to  me.  I  asked  him,  whether 
the  terms  proposed  were  satisfactory.  He  said  that  he  consi- 
dered they  were  all  we  could  ask.  I  then  observed,  why  not 
issue  a  proclamation  under  our  acts,  and  thus  open  the  trade? 
He  replied,  that  he  would  prefer  negotiation,  rasked— why'? 
for  what  will  you  negotiate  1  We  have  nothing  to  do,  but 
to  give  our  assent,  and  the  trade  is  at  once  opened.  I  had  the 
act  printed,  and  handed  a  copy  to  Mr.  Adams,  who  had  never 
seen  it  before.  He  agreed  that  the  terms  were  satisfactory. 
1  then  pressed  him  to  issue  his  proclamation,  and  told  him 
that  if  he  did  not,  I  should  be  compelled  to  introduce  a  bill. 
He  remarked,  that  he  wished  I  would  do  so,  and  that  he 
would  not  only  sign  it,  but  sign  it  with  pleasure.  I  did  pre- 
pare a  bill,  under  the  order  of  the  Senate,  and,  doubtful 
whether  it  might  be  correctly  drawn,  so  as  to  effect  my  ob- 
ject, 1  sent  it  to  the  then  Secretary  of  State,  (Mr.  Clay,)  with 
a  request  that  he  would  correct  it  if  necessary.  He  replied  in 
writing  to  this  effect,  "that  the  bill  was  drafted  to  meet  my 
object,  that  it  was  so  doubtful  whether  it  were  best,  to  act  by 
a  law,  or  by  negotiation,  that  it  was  indifferent  which  course 
should  be  adopted." 

In  answer  to  these,  there  appeared  the  following  note,  ap- 
pended to  a  speech  of  Mr.  Clay,  and  published  in  the  Intelli- 
gencer of  the  9th  instant : 

"There  is  a  statement  in  the  published  speech  of  General 
Smith,  which  if  he  made  it  in  the  Senate,  did  not  attract  my 
attention.  He  says  he  asked  me  whether  the  terms  proposed 
by  the  British  act  of  Parliament  of  July,  1825,  were  satisfac- 
tory ;  and  that  I  said  "  I  considered  they  were  all  we  could 
ask."  Now  I  am  perfectly  confident  that  the  Senator's  re- 
collection is  inaccurate,  and  that  I  never  did  say  to  him  that 
the  terms  proposed  by  the  act  were  all  we  could  ask.  It  is 
impossible  I  should  have  said  so.  For,  by  the  terms  of  the 
act,  to  entitle  Powers  not  colonial,  (and  of  course  the  United 
States)  to  its  privileges,  thoseAPowers  are  required  to  place 
the  commerce  and  navigation  of  Great  Britain  (European  as 
well  as  colonial)  upon  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  nation. 
That  is,  if  we  had  accepted  the  terms  as  tendered  on  the  face 
of  the  act,  we  would  have  allowed  British  \'e3sels  all  the  pri- 
vileges which  we  have  granted  by  our  treaties  of  reciprocity 
with  Guatemala  and  other  Powers.  The  vessels  of  Great 
Britain,  therefore,  would  have  been  at  liberty  to  import  into 
the  United  States,  on  an  equal  footing  with  our  ownx  the  pro- 
ductions of  any  part  of  the  globe,  without  a  corresponding 
privilege  on  the  part  of  our  vessels,  in  the  ports  of  Great  Brit- 
ain, It  is  true  that  the  King  in  Council  was  authorized  to 
dispense  with  some  of  the  conditions  of  the  act,  in  behalf  of 
Powers  not  possessing  colonies.  But  whether  the  condition, 
embracing  the  principle  of  the  most  favored  nation,  would 
have  been  dispensed  with  or  not,  was  unknown  to  me  at  the 
time  the  Benator  states  the  conversation  to  have  happened. 
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And,  long  after,  Mr.  Vaughan,  the  British  Minister,  was  un- 
able to  afford  any  information  as  to  the  act  of  Parliament. 
That  very  authority,  vested  in  the  King,  demonstrates  the  ne- 
cessity there  was  for  further  explanation,  if  not  negotiation. 

"  With  respect  to  the  note  from  me  to  the  Senator,  which  he 
says  he  received  accompanying  the  draft  of  the  bill  introduced 
by  him,  it  would  be  more  satisfactory  if  he  would  publish  the 
note  itself,  instead  of  what  he  represents  to  be  an  extract. 

H.  C." 

All  my  papers  being  in  Baltimore,  it  has  not  been  in  my 
power  to  ascertain  whether  I  have  preserved  the  note  alluded 
to,  and  the  purport  or  "effect"  of  which,  I  had  undertaken  to 
give  from  memory.  I  therefore  addressed  a  note  to  Mr. 
Cambreleng,  who  was  a  member  of  the  Committee  of 
Commerce  in  the  House  of  Representatives  at  the  time,  to  in- 
quire whether  he  had  had  any  communication,  either  verbal 
or  written,  with  Mr.  Clay,  on  the  subject.  The  following  is 
his  answer,  whiclvas  it  appears  to  me,  clearly,  fully,  and 
substantially  sustains  the  statements  made  by  me,  from  recol- 
lection : — 

Washington,  Uth  Feb.  1832. 

Dear  Sir  : — I  have  your  note  of  this  date  inquiring  whe- 
ther I  had  any  written  or  verbal  communication  with  Mr. 
Clay,  when  Secretary  of  State,  on  the  subject  of  the  act  of 
Parliament  of  July,  1S25. 

After  the  passage  of  that  act,  the  Comptroller  of  the  Cus- 
toms of  Halifax,'*ITova  Scotia,  construed  its  provisions  as  ap- 
plicable to  vessels  of  the  United  States  in  that  trade,  and  I  had 
occasion  to  call  Mr.  Clay's  attention  to  that  fact.  That  con- 
struction was  afterwards  overruled,  by  an  order  of  the  Colo- 
nial Government  of  the  23d  of  January,  1826. — Having 
brought  the  act  of  Parliament  to  the  consideration  of  Mr.  Clay, 
I  suggested  the  propriety  of  reciprocating  its  provisions,  in  or- 
der to  prevent  the  interdiction  of  our  commerce  with  the 
British  West  Indies.  I  stated  to  him  my  intention  of  moving 
a  resolution  upon  the  subject,  unless  it  should  interfere  with 
some  arrangement  of  Government.  I  understood  Mr.  Clay 
as  assenting  to  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  adopting  some 
reciprocal  measure,  and  as  expressing  a  desire  that  Congress 
would  act  upon  the  subject.  Believing  that  1  was  acting  en- 
tirely in  accordance  with  the  views  of  the  Administration,  I 
submitted  on  the  25th  January,  1826,  the  following  resolu- 
tion : — 

"  That  the  Committee  on  Commerce  be  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  amending  the  act  of  March  1st,  1823, 
so  as  to  authorise  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  remove 
the  discriminating  duties  now  imposed  on  British  vessels  and 
their  cargoes,  upon  their  entry  from  any  British  American 
possession ;  whenever  he  shall  have  been  officially  informed 
that  American  vessels  and  their  cargoes  are  in  like  man- 
ner admitted  into  the  British  American  colonial  free  ports." 

Some  days  afterwards,  I  received  from  you  a  note  of  Mr. 
Clay's,  which  h,;  had  requested  you  to  show  me,  stating,  ac- 
cording to  my  recollection,  that  when  he  had  conferred  with 
me,  he  had  expressed  an  opinion  in  favor  of  legislation — that, 
upon  reflection,  he  thought  it  would  be  best  to  secure  thia 
trade  by  negotiation — but  though  favoring  the  latter  course 
it  was  a  doubtful  question,  and  if  Congress  should  legislate, 
the  Government  ought  to  acquiesce.  I  never  heard,  at  that 
time,  any  objection  made  to  the  terms  of  the  act  of  Parliament 
— the  only  question  then  was,  whether  the  trade,  according  to 
the  stipulations  of  the  act,  should  be  secured  by  negotiation  or 
by  legislation.  My  impression  was,  that  an  act  of  Congress 
promptly  rescinding  the  restrictions  of  the  act  of  March,  1823, 
would  have  been  immediately  followed  by  such  an  order  in 
Council  as  was  required  by  the  act  of  Parliament,  upon  open- 
ing this  trade  to  the  countries  not  possessing  colonies. 

I  am,  &o.        C.  C.  CAMBRELENG. 

Hon.  S.  Smith,  Maryland. 

It  might  have  been  added  in  my  remarks,  that  the  "motion" 
was  not  spontaneous  on  my  part,  but  was  the  necessary 
consequence  of  a  memorial  from  a  highly  respectable  portion 
of  my  constituents,  which  memorial  was  ultimately,  on  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Tazewell,  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Finance, 
by  whose  oirler,  the  bill  was  reported.  S.  9. 


